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NOTES ON THE ACADIAN OWI. (ArYCTLA ACADIGA)
IN CAFTIVITY.

On thie fourth of Novemiber, 1899q, wtiile strolling tliroughi
a srnall swate near this cily, 1 noticed an Acadian 0w! wiLlh a field
niouse in its claws, perchiec on a srnall bush. Thinking 1 niigl

capurehlm I entmycompanion around in front to engage his

attention while 1 sneaked up behind to grab hirm. The dodge
worked, and 1 soon hiad imi salx .stowed in the pocket of my
coat. H-e did not seemi to nîind being caughit in the least, flot
even sniapping lus bill, but lie obiected wvhen 1 took his mouse
awvay. We took hiim home and let hlm loose in a sniall roon.
w~hichi is flot used for anvtling in particutair. lie inediatety
took possession, and xiwlie started to puif himiself up and snap
bis bill at any-one %% ho went near. This wvore off in a short tirne,
thouigh lie atwaiys resented being hiandied. For sonie lime lie did
not take readily to beef, teaving it strict]l, atone if lie could get:
anything, else, but sonietimes 1 was forced to give it Io iru, and
in the course of a few %veeks lie overcame his clistike to it and
ate it freelY. His favourite food wvas mice, \vhiicli, unfortunately,
1 was flot ahvav's able to give hlmi. Hoivever, tie %vas ialso fond
of a squirrel or a srnall, bird. His met.hod of eatingc a bird was
peculiar. First lie would pounce down upon it as if it were ative
andc thezu, tholding it down with one foot, vould put! out a fist-futt
of feathers w'iîl tue otlîer. Hie 'vould repeat ttuis operation,
ctîanging feet cach tinie, tili îuîost of the larger feallitrs were out;
tiien lie -moutd pull off the tîead amil swallowv thîe body if sm-att
enoughi; if n ot, tue ivoutd pull it apart, huolding it wittî one foot an(]
putling with bis beak. I neyer kîiew hinm to swattow a bird's
lieaid thuoughi lie always did a niouse's. He invariably pounced
clownî upon luis food and seized it firitvl in lus ctaws as lie evi-
dently wvas iii the habit of doing, withi live ganue.

He coulcl gutp a surprisingly large piece of be.zf, iii fact,
%vtîen several pieces were giveli liinui lie alwvays chose thie largrest
first. If too large to swatlow wtiole lie 'vould take a few bites
anîd tiien put down thue rejminder.
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