
LIFE OFFET1ED To ALL.

"'John vi 51.-Il arn the living bread
wbich, carne dowa frorn Ieavcn; if any
man eat of tiais brcad, ho shail live for
ever ; and tic bread that I will give is
rny fiesh, whicli I will give for the life
of the world"I

These words ire part of a very te-
rnarkable address to the people assem-
bled in tic synagogue of Capernaumi,
by our Lord, aLnd on a very rcmarkablc
occasion. On the other side of the sea
of Tiberias, lie lîad miractilously fed
five thousand men with a fcw boaves
and fishes. Tho miracle hand made a
deep impression on the multitude, aîid
they said, IlThiis is of a trullitlîat pro-
plit tlîat shîould corne into tlîe world."
The propliet -whom thîey expected, wvas
to exaît their nationi above every otiier
on the face of tlîe earth, to ho a kinîg as
well as a prophet; and who so fit to be
a king as the iîidividual who lîad shown
himself to ho possessed of sucb abun-
dant and miracuilous resources. Thiey
resolved imrnediately lo force him to
declare liimself, and- at once to set him-
self nt their bcad. But bis tirne was
not yet corne, lus kingdomi was not of
this world, and hoe privatcly witlidrew
from, their improper offlciousness, and
passed over to Capernauxa. Thîey were
not to ho so casily put off, and accord-
ingly followed lîim, to flac otiier side.
le whio knew tîn, lheart, and wlio alono
had a right to char- thîem with impro-
per motives, declared, IlYc seek me,
not because ye saw the miracles, but
because ye did cat of the buaves, and
were filled I And, ever ready as lie
was to proclaim, to man the glad tid-
ings of good tlîings ho was commission-
ed to bestow, lic tells thenm thatas tlicir
.natural life required tic sustenance of
bread and flesli, so thecir spiritual and
everlasting life requircd iLs appropriate
nourisbment ; and thiis lie alone was
qualificd and ready te bestow, even lus
owa flesh and bis own blood. The
strong and undisguised language in
which lic sliadowed forth, the mysteries
of salvation, naturally roused tixe as-
tonishunent and disgust of the carnai
mid, and they said, "Illow an tlîis
man give us bis flesh to cnt?" Even
many 'who .profmsed to bu bis d!sr.iples

declared, IlThis is a liard saying, wlioy
can hecar it? I But Jesus ivarned th(m
not to takie the -%vords iii a literai sense:*
"The words that 1 speak unto you,
they are spirit and they are lifeY» Wc
do not mean in this place minutely to
examine the azialogy between the food
for the body and tliat for thc soul, and
shial merely reînark tliat hardly any
single plortion of the Bible contains
more various and profoutnd iniformiation
in Christin thîcology Ilian this dis-
course in the synagogue of (3apernaum.
W'c thali only aidd two renîarks - A8
a fcast, lîowever copious and freely
offered, will not benefit thc mnan wbo
does not pertake of it, neither -%ill ti..
frc gift of gospel blessings avait any
wvho do flot make thern thc*ir owvn by an
appropriating f.aitli. IlExcept ye eat
the flcsh of the Son of mnan, and drink
bis blood, ye have no life in you." 2.
But is it flot presuxnption to do so? 19
it righit to tell every one who hears thcs
gospel that it is ofrèed to luirn ? Yes -
for to the mixcd multitude of Caper- -
inaum the Saviour said, Il Iy Father
givetli you the truc bread from heaven."-

700 S1?ERSTITIOUS.

"AJcts xvii. 22-34.-In tîe opening of
that rernark-able oration, ilie fuîl mean-
ing is lost in our translation. In our
version hoe is made to say, IlMen of
Athiens, 1 pereive that in all thingsyc
are tao .¶upers!itious.- Now, on the
very face of it, this does not sem a
likecly thing for tic apostle to have
Said, nor is it it ail in bis usual man-
ner, nor in tIiat of any otiier good
orator, to excite Uic prejudices of bis
nudcincc against 1im, at the very ont-
set, by charging tlîem with a sin not
ver3 flattcring to the vanity of an in-
tellecttinl people. Thiis, however, the
apostle docs flot do ;lie had flot s0
learned the art of addressing a multi-
tude. ]ge ivell knew the flrst rule of
bis art to bc, to endeavour to secue
fur hirnself a favourable licaring, by, ns
far as possible, insinuating himsclf into
the good graces of bis audience, by at
all events giving them the bonor wbich
vas justly their dire. B hrfr a


