
LETTE'R.i I'Rt M 1>'! LINII-' Ili Lt.. 27

wvas a grreat array of cups and spoons, and the kettie and< téapot made a declu-
sive show, but.the waters or Taiitalus wcrc uiot more ncr«ravatinîr thani Our

Iblack and bitter drauglit. In our dcspcration it contiiîually rcachied our lips,
but thlough-I wc 'nmade believe ' a groat deal, it we'nt no furthcr. At Iast we be-
thoughit of' an expedient for relief, and deputed a fair one or the party (w~ho
wvas f'ortuniately cndowed witlî a gift of' stating powcrftil objections inl a pecu-

lirl neck and disarrning ian uer) to procced forthwith to the holding of au
interview with Our hostess lupon some amicable pretence, auJ in the prog"rcss
of' a few claborately arrauged rernarks, endeavour to insinuate delicately that
we liad beîî 'accustomced to good tea;' whereupon, one who hiad corne unex-
pectedly aiîd pleasautly arnong us, seriously damped our prospects by hinting
that the lady miight possibly reply that '.s/t had beeni' accustorncd to good
mauners. ffe were, hiowever, in a direful strait, arid in the bravery of despair
our m issionary did lier duty, and during the remnant of' our storniy stay in

that 'Ibounteous T-o Vale' the obnoxions beverage disappeared, and we
dank coffce fit for au .Arab.

Wre did not, hiowever, Icave this soft lap of the hlis, 'without a glimipse of'
Ithe honorcd but now almoUt descrtcd miansion of' one wvhose gracious manner,

elegant wit, and captivating eloquence so long adorned thc Mi pl-ces of our

land; and in the unusual refitinent and culture whicli marks society ini this
vicînity, ive fancied that wc coulci trace thc influence of bis persuasive and

I oraceful genius.
Upon the following day ive went gcntly onward, until we bega.n to descend

sliortly before sunset a valley se calrn and golden-gireen that we involuntarily
rccantcd aIl former heterodox opinions of pastoral secenery, aud fuit, that let the
miorrow find us whiere it would, for that day and hour, 1 we too were in Ar-
tuadia.' 1l nover shall forget that lovely level plain and bright winding river,

Jfringed with trees w'hose grace and beauty reamheHmdyasgu

stili the broad unbroken mcadows, brilliant with the young vivid aftcr-grass,
arnd picturesque with the peaceful herds, and-
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The distant swvelling, uplands, dotted with snowy sheep, and the grand old hUis
clothed in crîmson, grcen, and gold, standing ail around. Nor did the gentie

1and hospitable owners of thc soul belie its promisiug aspect, as six hungry
travellers amply testified at thc close of the day, whenr, they found themselves
seated, with a kind host and hiostess around a table wvhich abundantly proved
theni to bc in a land llowing with milk and lîoney.
jThc ncxt mornin g we drove up and down six miles of a mountain (now don't
be absurd rnaking abortive witticisrns about Nova Scotia mountains) aud began
to shape our course along the banks of the ' chosen wvaters.' I think yôu
know alrcady that the Inidian word iMusquodoboit signifies the ' culied or
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