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the opposite side of to.- harbour to
the coal fields, and that it wvas not
*.thought worth while to build a
bridge across the river so that the
Railway mighit ho run into Pictou,Iinstead of the traffie being carried
on by means of Ferries. This facttaccounts for the very backward state
of Picton as a commercial town.
] fowever it is now certain that in aIfew months Pictou wvill, bave a road
of its own, running right into the
town, and thus do away wvith the

jtroubltsome and expensîve system
.of carrying on trade by mneans ot
ferries.IThe harbour of Pictou is safe and
comniodious and would ho almost

jinvaluable, but for the fact that the
sand bar -.t the ùiouth pretents the

er.eof any very large ves3elsIor steamners.
This town was fo. merly a great

Sshipbuildingy centre, but owing to al
the tinber within easy access beingr
destroyed, this has altogether fallen
away, se, that now nothing remains
to show that Picton occupied such

Sa prominent position as a shipbuild-
Singr town, as it once did.

îFor the past few years the state
Sof trade in Pictou bas been very dul;I but latteilv a change seems to be

taigplace, and the town appears
to be regaining its wonted appear-
ance, so that wvhen the railroad is
built we nlay expect to find ]?ictou
once :more occupy the position of one
of the mosb important commercial
towns in t'he Province.

Pictou was nover agreat mianu-
fa1ctux 'in g town and there are aà

Spresent very few -manufactories lun
town; but the bread works of tfie'
enter.prising firmn of G. J. Hamilton

and Sons' deserve special mention as
they are sai-1 te ba the best of tlieir
kind in the lower provinces. Pictou
however bas mnany fine buildings,
such as the Customn fouse, Y.M.C.k.
building, Pictou Bank, and the Ac-
ademy wvhicli.. by the way, occupies
the rnost commandingy site ln the
town.

Concerning the people of t'ho town
littie needs te ho said. They are
for thxe most part industrious, intel-
igent, and "hospitalit.y personi1ied;"

in fact, the people of Pictou county
are noted for their kindness and
courtesy to strangers. As 1 said be-
fore the people are for the most part
of Scottish descent, perhaps this fact
may account for their hospitality.2
But of this I will let the readers
judgie for themeelves se vale. vcde.
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EXAMINAfUOiY ilUIORS.

A S a general rule examainations are
* iot regarded by the outside

world as occasions on which -a dis-
play of humour may hoe expectedL
But if exceptions prove tbe rule,then
may exaliinations dlaim te affoâd a
very ric fund of ludicrious incid-
ents. In an cexain' there are nat-
urally varieus circunistancos which
cail forth the wvit of the student.
But it is whben a candidate is being
tested as te, bis 'general k-nowledge
that the most ludicrous mistakes
are made. Agrain one of the mdst
frequent causes of humour at au
examination, is the ignorance of le
ean lidate. The followg is an ex-
ample of thls : A student Was onqý


