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Manent establishment is now assured ” 1n
the April number now befure uz, we find
Bomething like a style of its own, such as
pertains to all magizines which have a
recognized place in the liter ry world. The
Principal topics of the day are treated of in
an impartial and judicial spirit, which con-
trasts most favourably with the heated and
acrimonious partizanship of the daily Press,
An article on * The Late Session” of the
Ontario Parliament, by “a DBystander,” is
politically fair, historically instructive, and
is evidently the production of one who has
studied political and constitutional questions
in a higher school than we regret t say is
afforded by the proceedings of any Colonial
Legislatare. In his opening remarks, “a
Bystander’” pleads for the incognito of writers
for the Press. Would that all writers for the
Canadian Press refrained as punctiliously as
he does from ““all abuse of the privileges of
an anonymous writer.,” We rhould like to
know why the principle here Iaid down as
most conducive *to the moral influence of
the Press ”” is not adopted by a!l the writers
for The Canadian Munthly. It is well for a
writer to be known by his style, but not so
well for his article to be known by his name
being attached to it. The former is a dis-
tinction won by the intrinsic merits of the
writing, the latter is very iikely 10 cause the
Wwriting to be estimated according to our pre-
conceived ideas of the personal character of
the writer. ‘A Bystander” suggests the
evils fikely to arise in our Provincial Legis
latures from the existence of party govern.
fent not based upon party principles, and
his observations on this puint are worthy of
Congideration. The evil already exists in a
Palpable degree, but the remedy is not go
easily pointed out. ’

The legal interpretation of the Treaty of

W&shington is given in very clear terms by a
Barrister of Ontario. The more this matter
is discussed, the more arrogant and grasping
does the conduct of the American Governmen,,
appear. The most ardent philo-Americans
Will see what waste of good material it is to
treat with the public men of Yankeedom as
though they were gentlemen.

*The Romance of the Wilderness Missions %
“%ad “ Q|4 Colonial Currencies’’ are well writ.
Yen historical sketches relating to * uld times,”

Ough on very diffsreat subjects. We hip,

8ee the firat of these subjects continued in
%me future number.

The departments of poetry and fiction in
this number are fairly filled, though the poetry
is not equal to the other matter. As we have
had occasion to remark before, the Book
Reviews form a most valuable part of the
cunteants.

Tae Reration axp Doty oF THE LAWYER TO
toE State: Baker & Godwin, New York,
1872.

This forms the subject of a lecture delivered
by Henry D. Sedgwick, before the Law School
of the University of the City of New York.
The theme was no doubt suggested by the
scandalous mismanagement of public affairs
in that city, although the lecturer profits by
the occasion to give his audience the benefit of
a wide extent of reading and much thoughtful
observat'on upon the proper functions of a
lawyer among the community in which he
ives. Tn our judgment he does not attach
sufficient importance to the legal element in
English affuirs. He speaks as if the whole
profession were in a state of subservience to
the Lord Chancellor, and as if the people were
without appeal from that high functionary,
who technically keeps the conscience of the
state. But at the present day the Lord Chan-
cellor is controlled, as well by the force of le-
gal as by that of public opinion. The time
will be remembered when Lord Chelmsford
was constrained to change some appointments
he had made by reason of the unpopularity of
his nominees. There was again the time when
Lord Campbell was taken to task in the House
of Lords for his appointment of the guondam
reporter, Mr, Blackburn, to the judicial office
which he has so ably filled. A similar occur-
rence has taken place with respect to the ap-
pointment of Sir Robert Collier to the Judicial
Cowmmittee within the last few month ; which
we refer to at length in another place, while
the constrained resignation of Lord Westbury
proves the force of a public morality that
will be looked for in vain among any of the
United States. Again, it is often overlooked
th.t the Lord Chancellor cannot claim the
highest legal patronage in the realm. The
disposal of the Chief Justiceship of the Queen’s
Bench belongs to the Premier of England,
while the Attorney-General, at the time of va-
cancy, can claim for himself the dignity of
Chief in the Common Pleas.

The lawyer has as important a work to do
in this country as devolves upon him in the
adjoining republic, From the ranks of law-



