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"HOME MISSIONARY HYMJ.

Saints of God ! the dawn is brightening,
Token of our comiuz Lord_; .
O'er the earth the ._old is whitening ;
Louder rings the Master's word—
 Pray for reapers
In the harvest of the Lord.’

Feebly now they toil in sadness,
Woeeping o'er the waste around,
Slowing gathering graios of gladness,
While their echoing cries resound—
¢ Pray that reapers
In God's hatvest may abound.”

Now, O Lord ! fulfil Thy pleasure,
Breathe upon Thy chosen baond,
And, with Pentecostal measure,
Send forth reapers o’er our land—
Faithful reapers, .
Gathering sheaves for Thy right hand.

Qcean calleth unto ocean,

Spuits speed {rom shore to shore.
Heralding the world’s commotion ;
Hear the conflict at our door—

Mighty conflict—
Satan’s death-cry on our shore !

Broad the Shadow of our nation,
Eager n.llions hither roam ;
Lo! they wi it for Thy salvation ;
Come, Lord Jesus! quickly come!
By Thy Spuit,
Bring Thy ransomed people home.

Soon shall ead the time of weeping,
Socon the reaping time wiil come—
Heaven and earth together keeping
God's eternal Harvest Home :
Saint and aogelst
Shout the world’s great Harvest Home.
—By** A Lady of Virginia”
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COUNITRY AUXILIARIES?*

RY MRS. ALRN. M FARLANE.

When our President asked me to prepare
a short paper on the benefits of meeting to-
gether In country auxiliarles, I consented
for various reasons. (ist) Because it is so
discouraging not to try to do what we can
to help those who are expending thelr time
and energies in trying to make these meet-
ings a success. (2nd) Because it Is long
since I determined te try to do any duty
which God in I{is wise providence placed
upon me, althoogh it might be with not
very great satisfaction either to myself or
others ; and also because my eftort might
encourage some other inzxperlenced one to
try, aud consequently the burden of the
work be borne by the many avd not by the
{ew already overworked ones.

That women in the country may be able
to meet together once a month it is neces-
sary that they overcome some difficuitles,
and this in itself is a benefit, Of course
most of you know that for women in the
country to meet together, meauns not only tn
hour or two as it Is with those In the city,
but a whole afternoon. This is not a small
item when there may be just one pair of
hands to do the general housework, includ-
ing the laundry work, baking, butter-mak-
ing and sewing, for, it may be, five or six of
a family. This makes one endless round of
toil for the noble women who are heroically
trying to do thelr part on the farm, and we
do not wonder that, until they are interested
ip our meetings, they do not fee! like taking-
ing time to go. Jf once interested they will
make time, for ¢ where there is a will there
is a way.” No doubt we have all experlenc-
ed that with a definite object in view we can
accomplish much more.

Of course it would cast a reflection on
the propriety of attending evan a religious
meeting to leave the home in disorder and
confusion ; consequently for days before,
the work is 30 planned and executed that
when the day of the meeting has arrived,
everything is in order and the happy house-
wife has the benefit of knowing thz: she has
overcome one difficulty and consequently is
better prepared to meet the next gne cour-
ageously, and that may be to cross three
or four miles of prairie on foot. This is
not upasval, and surely nothing but the
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love of Christ and zeal for His cause
would enable any woman to persevere under
this difficulty from time to time. I am
afrald it would test some of us prewty well.
To the credit of the farmer be It sald, she
rarely has to return on foot, for by the time
he has taken one meal without her, almost
unconsclously he is driving across the prairle
to bring her hame. Hence another benefit,
** Love lightens labor,” aud she enters her
home glad and happy, not to rest for awhile
on a couch or in an easy chalr, but to take
up the endless round of work where she left
it, but with a lighter heart for having been
absent from it for awhile pnd with so much
to think about, and tifk about, which
breaks the monotony of the usually quiet
country life.

With many ia the country, too, they
have the difficulty of preparing thelr lessons
without many helps, When the subject is a
Bible lesson this may not be a great mis-
fortune, for we have to trust more to the
guidance of the Holy Spirit, and He is His
own interpreter and can make it plain. I
might just mention an illustration of this.
At one of our meetings in the country one
of the ladies sald she had turoed to her
Bible over and over to get a text bearlng on
the subject, but failed. She saw she was
¢ Jeaning too much on her own understand.
10g " so she took it to the Lord In prayer,
and just as she was starting for the meeting
she opened her Bible, when a most suitable
text presented itself.

We think we are socially benefited by
meeting together in these country auxiliaries.
Doubtless many of us have felt at times so
depressed In spirits from various causes that
nothing but a keen sense of duty would im-
pel us to go ; but the path of duty is always
a safe one to walk in, and we have gone for-
ward, relying on the promise that *“ [ will
periect my strength in thy weakness,” And
have we not felt the cloud beginning to rise
as the genial farmer meets us at the gate, to
take our horse (if we have one), or to bid us
welcome with the shake of the hand that he
alone knows how to give. Still it rises as
we meet the kindly grecting of his wife at
the door, and by the time we have exchang-
ed greetings with all present, the last vestige
of the cloud is lifted, and we are in a happier
frame of mind for taking part in the lesson,
Who has not experienced this and been
reminded of the beautiful words of Cowper :

Ye fearful saints, fresh courage take ;
The clouds ye so much dread
Are big with mercy, and shall break
In blessings on your head.
Soclally, too, we meet on one common level.
Whether dressed in satin o: cotton (satins
are scarce), we each feel we have a right to
be there and we each take an interest in the
other, and who has gone from one of these
meetings feeling that she was not waanted
there and was oot the better for being there?
1 have not met one yet.

We are benefited by the study of the
lerson, whether it be a mission field or a
Bible lesson. If the former it recalls and re-
freshes in our minds, people, places and
things, partially, if not altogether forgottean,
and gives us an iosight into the social and
religious standing of that field, of the ad-
vancement that has been made by the
Gospel of Jesus belng preached in it, ot
whet the devoted missionaries have had to
suffer in bearing the good news to it, and cf
the great change which nothing but the Old,
Old Story can make in enlightening these
darkened places of the earth, It it be a
Bible lesson, who has not been benefited by.
the study of it? And if the lescon be only
imperfectly studied at home, when we meet
togetlier and discuss it, each one taking
some part, if nothing more than repeating a
text bearing on it, that text may bring out
some point which has not yet been discuss-
ed, and which may have tc be left for further
study at home. As a result we get the most
out of each lesson. Aund who can tell the
benefit it may be, not only to ourselves but
to those around These traths impressed
on our minds may prove a blessing indeed,
not only In health and prosperity, but also
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in times of adversity, sickness and death,
for—

¢ 'Tis religion that can give sweetest comflort
while we live;
“'Tis rc.lig'i'm can supply truest comfort when we
ie.

The benefit of this Blbly study Is felt in
the community by the abseuce of gossip and
evil speaking of others, by the willingness of
each to help the other In times of neced and
in many other ways., It is also felt in the
congregation. Those who prepare these
lessons koow something of the effort the
minister has to put forth to prepare his ser-
mon ; consequently can more fully sympa-
thize with him and appreciate what he says.

We are benetited aiso by our failures In
these meetings, and are encouraged to make
stepping stones of them to better things. If
we should each give up when we thought we
had not done as well as we would like in
taking part, our meetings would soon come
to an end ; and when we make mistakes or
have caused another pain, we try uot to do
so again.

Being at one of these meetings in the
countrylately, we werea little surprised when
at the close of a very interesting meeting, the
President asked for a few short prayers,
there were but two where I know we might
expect five or six. In conversation with one
of the usually gquiet ones I asked if she knew
the reason why. She said one was just wait.
ing for another and thus lost the opportun.
ity. For herself she said she scarcely slept
that night for thinklag of it, Auother told
me she regeatted it too. 1f that Presidentis
here she may take courage. I trustshe will
not have that cause for discouragement
agaln. Surely any of us can say a few
words in prayer. God does uot hear us for
our finely finished sentences, but as we ex-
press the real desires of our hearts.

The invariable answer I got as I asked
different ones what benefit these meetings
bad been to them, was that the study of the
lessons had been a great benefit ; the study
of subjects whick otherwise they would not
have studled ; and they had been a great
belp in their Christian life. Doubtless
there might be maay other benefits men-
tioned, but my paper is, I think, sufficiently
long.

Some may say, Why not contribute
more largely if they receive so much bene-
fit. Perbaps if those who would ask this
question were to visit maay of the homes of
these helpers, and koew of the sacrifices
they make to glve ever so little, they would
be ready to say, *‘ She hath done what she
could.” We do not think the funds are the
main object. The following extract from a
little poem in THE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN
might be suitably quoted :

* Two cents 2 week and a prayer

’Twas the prayer perhaps, after all,

That the work has done and a blessing brought,
The gift was so very small.

Two cents a weck and a prayer
A tiny gift may be;

But it helps to do a wonderful work
For our sisters across the sez.”

I will close trusting that each of us may
feel benetited by our meeting together at
this time, and that we may go home prepar-
ed to do our duty faithfully in the small
corner in which God has placed us, As the
little bymn says :

“ You in your small corner
And I in mipe.”

Duogald, Man.
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THE LOWER AND T'HE HIGHER
LIFE.

BY RBV. JOSEPH HAMILTON,

Oune day in the Royal Aquarium in Lon-
don, I was interested in watching the fishes
as they darted hither and thither with so
much force and freedom through a large
glass tank:. But I noticed that they never
rose above the surface of the water, They
seemed to know instinctively that the sur-
face was the boundary of their world beyond
which they conld' not pass. So when the
fishes neared the surface they would always
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turn and dip down again. There wagy
life for them above the surface of the wy
and they could have no idea of a higher gy
differznt kind of world from thelr o
But we Lnow that there Is a higher woy |
and higher types of beings living here ini
alr that could not live in the lower worldy
water. And just so, we may live in theky
physical domain of earthly things, upey
sclous of that higher, spiritual, divine lifg
those who live and breathe and monj
the spirit. There is this difterence, by.
ever, between us and the fishes, that o]
possibilities are not so fixed and final g
theirs; we can rise, as they can not, fin
the lower condition to the higher.
Toronto,

PRAYER IN THE PULPIT,

That there Is a good deal of Inapprox
ate and Incoherent prayer offered oy
pulplt, is a fact which cevout and thoughy
Christians have opportuaities of kooryfll
when they worship in their churches on ¥
Sabbath. Indeed, some ministers seens
make special cfforts to avold all forms¢
direct prayer, and lndulge in rambliogn
flections, introspections and disquisitions
Providence and mankind in geueral, git
the Lord mioute information ‘on the mx
state of the world, and suggestions as to
methods He shall employ to put thingss
proper order,

Ministers who thus pray in thelr pulpy
overlook the fact that they are there tovoe
the common wants of an entire coogrp i
tion, as well as some special nceds u
wants of some which may have comef
their knowledge. Thelr own personal s J
jectivitles, whether uttered in flowing &
tlon or incoherent ramblings, do not me
the occaslon, and are therefore inappro;s |8
ate and out of place. Often their form}
more that of an address to the congregata i
than of a prayer to God, and suggesis il
remark of a Boston papar in an accottd
a memorable occaslon many years ago, iz
‘ Edward Everett made the most elogus
prayer ever offered to a Boston audience.”

Such prayers—if prayers they mayk
called—do not utter the deslres and o
ings of devout, spirltual worshippers. Thy
cannot anticipate what thelr pastor my
happen to say in the pulpit, nor follow baf
with minds and hearts in his uncertain oz 8
ances ; and hence this part of tha serviel
often more of a performance or the me
listening to an address, than real w8
ship in which all can devoutly unite and &tjJ§
their heacts in supplication to God.

In order that this part of the service
be such that all can unite in it to edificziiz
pastors should make it a subject of canté
study. To ofter prayers that will expws
the wants of an entlre congregation i
as important a part of a pastor's minisi
tions as the preparation of sermons; uj
yet, many pastors who are very carefdl 2
the preparation of their sermons, give i
or no attention to the praparation of (<
pablic prayers. [t seems a severe reproiii
to state the fact that such pastors are nrj
respectful to thelr congregations than
are to God. .

Pastors should make special efforts SR
acquire the grace and habit of attering
progriate forms of prayer for all public i
private occasions in thelr varled minling
tiops among the people. Thls is an imp
aot duty which many neglect.—ZLulins
Qéserver.

Yes, tlie people lack faith ; not that i
dividual faith which creates martyrs s
that social faith whicb is the parent oiny
tory ; the faith that arouses the multitods
{aith in their own destiny, in their owns
slon, and in the misslon ot the epach; N
faith that combats and prays ; the L3
that enlightens, and bids men advance!ss
lessly in the ways of God and humanllf:
Mazsini.

1 keeping holy the seventh day
only a human institution, it would be
best method that could have been thosy
:lf f&r the polishing and civilizing of m
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