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which LESSON XLV.
sive re- Fovso} WHOM THE LOKD RECEIVES, {Mbesw
e-dedic ¢ —_ >
wbbath, § GorvEN Texr,—* Verily I say unto you, Whoso-
.7 ever shall not recetve the kingdom of God as a little
Mich,, hild, shall in no wise enter therein,”—Verse 17,
nd the HOME STUDIES.
- The 1. Luke xvii. 20.37...Christ’s second coming.
sassed. ¥’ pLuke xviu. 1.8.... The iumportunate widow,
lighted ?w. Luke xvitt. 9-17...The Pharnsee and pubhcan,
sndidly ITh. Matt xviii, 1-12...°* As little children.”
. Isa. fva. 15-21.... The contrite and humble spint.
nrc. of S, DPs.cxxxviii. 1-8...Respect unto the lowly.
: being S. Jamesw.6-17.. ..Grace to the humble,
sona MELPS TO STUDY,
ntque t Our lesson belongs to tlie teachings of Jusus in Perea, on
‘¢ car- (his last journey to Jerusalem.
twenty & This parable is inmedivlely conuected with the preceding
*onclof the unfortunate widow, in which the Master taught
nd the us that we ought always to pray.
Mac- } “The present parable is addressed to certain which trust.
at the ed in themselves. Itis therefore a warning for usall, fur
to what are we more prone than to self.contidence.  Self
 righteousness is thenaturaltendency of everyunrenewed heart,
‘h has J And this overestimate of theit own gowdness 15 generally
/as re- gaccompanicd Ly the depreciation of uthein. They icjuice in
., being superior to others, and are willing that others should
-Aartin- J remain inferior. Tt sets off their own virtue, and thus they
» Rev, Fare even led to glory over their degradation.  Thus men are
as all |J continually tempted to ase the fahiags and sias of othes
ttend- { cither as an excuse for their own shurtcomings ot as a ful
§ for their own imagined vistues.
hbhas ¥ They carry this spint even into their devotions. They
> win- J succeed in deceiving others and even themselves.  But there
ones. | is one they cannot deceive, and Jesus warns us that approch-
' 4 ing God in this spivit, we cannat be received  Indeed there
rove- 3 can be no real approach, no true and genvine prayer to one
rgan, § who thus trusts in himself.
le up Our Lord had urged men to persevere in prayer cven in
sninge T the face of delay and apparent refusals. The answer will
'no tg coms, the blessing which tarries will at length reward the

importunate secker.
But, questions the secker, am I sure to be received, will

the answer certainly come? Yo, says Jesus, None are ex-
cluded, none are rejected, but these who exclude themselves
by the false 2rd foolish spirit of self-confidence in which they
come. But all who come 1n humility, in a child-hke spurit
f will be accepted.

The Master aings befure us (ver. 10} & represcatative of
cach class, the proul whom the Lord rejects, the meek
whom He receives and guides. Both went up to the

[ temple to pray. In the old dispensation _there was one

place where Gul's preseuce was visibly wanidosicd and wheie
the thuughts uf men were dieccted havewnand by vutwaid
visible symbols,  But this has passed away. ‘The hour has
come {John iv. 23) in which cverywhere the true worshipper
worships the Fathier in spirit and 1 truth,

Both went 1o pray, but what a contrast bLetween them,
the very same which is stil! seen in every age and in evary
church.

Rat our lesson, besides these two of the pamable, brings
before us also the children whom Jesus reccived and blessed.
It might at first seem that this was a totally different sub-
ject. But the title of our lesson, *“ Whom the Lond re.
ceives "—shoavs us how we are tocombine them.  The pub-
lican was received; the children were recaivad; but the Phar-
isec was not received.

‘The t7th verse is the key to the whole lesson: Whoso-
ever shall not receive the kingdom as a little child
shall not enter therein. To recave the kingdom 15 to
receive the King; and to receve the King is the condition
of being reccived by Him; Christ receives those who receive
Him, those who need Him, who come to Him empty and
needy and are willing to take everything at His hands,
Let us take this thought with us and look first at

1. THE PHARISEE WHO Was NOT RECEIVED—vers.
17, 12,

He Jdoes not want to recaive.  He speaks as one who has
receivea everything.  He (Note 1) stands (Duie 2) haughtuy
apart from other worshippers, performing even his devouvns
to be scen of men, Matt. vi. 2, 3, 16; xxiii. 2-6, and thanks
God. This has at first an appearance of gaodness and geat.
itade, but a closer inspectiorn discluses the real spant of the
wonls.  His apparent praise of Gudis in reality deprectation
of his fcllows, e compares himsell with others, a very
foolish and dnngcmus proceading (2 Cor. x. 12), He di-
vides the world into two classes, 1nto one of which Le puts
himself, and all the rest into the other.  He boasts of what
he is not. Tt might be perfectly true that he was free from
the cvils he maintains, and yet no credit to him aftes all
He might not have been tempted as others had been; ot his
cvil propensitics might have led him in other directions;
and in any casc his self-rightcousacess is the rvot and source
of all sin which ever springs from sclfishness and self-pleas-

ing.

fic next proceeds 1o boast of his good deeds.  They were
not much at the best, being buk the extemnal and ntaal acts
of fasting and tithes (Note 4), whilebe ncglected the weight.
icr matters of the law, judgment, mercy, and faith  But
even had they been the highest, the spirit in which he speaks
of them, proves theit worthlessness.  Notice that he actually
makes out that he has done more thaa is required, that Gad
is his debtor.

It is plain why the Pharisce is not received,  He asks for
nothing. He thinks he is a giver, not a tecciver; and there.
fore the Lord receives him not.

Beside the Phatisce in strange contrast, there stood one
whom he despised and neglected.

1L ‘Tre
vers, 13-14.

He felt himsell so unworthy that he stood afaroff. But,
say3 Auﬁusline, “not afar fiom God, for Gud is ever nigh
tosuch,”  With bowed head and heart sinitten 10 unfergned
sotrow, his only plea iy, God be merciful to me, the sin.
ner.  Ttis remarkable that the word he uses means literally
“be propitiated.” It puints to an atoning sacrifice, to Him
whmn God has set forth to be a propitiation for the sins of
the whale world, 1 John ii. 2. Ia Christ alone are there
forgiveness and righteousness,

The man has become as a little child.
be a recipient and nothing elbse.  Ie has nothing but his
sin.  And as a sinner he comes to Him who receives such.,
The Lord not only received him, but emphatically declared
his reception and forgiveness.  He went down justified,

The Lond again announces the gieat law of his kingedum,
Every one that exalteth himself shall be abased.
Of this pringiple the Scriptuse lustory is full of illustratiuns,

-Pharavh, Goliath, Haman, Scunacherib, Nebachadnezzae,
and Herod.  But 2e that humbleth himself, he that is
sclf-emptied, “poor in spirit,” shall be exalted. IHe that
thought he was nich and increased with goods and had
need of avthing, went empty away; whale the hungry was
filled with goud things, blessed peace and hope.

But the condiions of acceptance are farthes slustrated by

L Toe INFANTS Wios 10tk LORD RECRIVED—Vers.
15 17,

5Thcn: were parents who brought their babes to Jesus.
Four vur babes, as well as these, this is the highest hotiour,
the best Llessing we canseek for them —that Jesus may touch
them. The disciples were annoyed, perhaps thinking this
beneath vur Lord's attention. But how ditferently Jesus
thuughi, and s he sull condescends v recerve the ham-
blest and weakest.

Jesus called the children.

Fwo things are worthy of remark here.
Jesus ever nuticed the chidien, 1t as thie Gospel which has
ennobled cluilthood.  How different 15 the condion of
children in heathendom and in Christian famihes.

He called the cluldren, but they could only come as their
})nrcnls brought them. This unfolds the true meaming of in-

ant baptism.

Out L)rd nut oaly receives the childven, but says, that of
such is His Lingdom, and thatonly when becoming as little
children we can enter it.

A bule cluld o5 recuharly and emphaucally @ recspient,
one who raaia. It gises nothing; 1t earns nothing; it can
claim nothing. It has to rewerze every thing, There is no
“give and take” between an infant and its mother. The
gving 13 all on the mother’s side; the taking all on the
child's.  And so must it be wath us and God.  Of course, 1t
_1 5o really: but men will not see 15 they want to gave God
samething to carn his favour, to claim it as a right.  Jesus
says, No, you must become as a hittle child—be willing to
receive all as of grace; let there be no “give and take;” be
a reapient amd nuthueg else. You mast not come for the
waier al iife with 2 cap alicady bailiull of wmh. RBong an
empty v ssel, and he will nll it to vveaifloning. It s the
humble recapient whom God recerses.

© kreeiy ye have seweived. ' These words of Jesus set
forth vut sclatwn o Gl Towands Han we must be trom
finst to Jast recipients.

“Askand ye shall zeogve *—*¢ revesre forgiveness of sins
{Acts xxvi, 18); ** recenze the gift of the Holy Ghost™ (Acts
w38 “receme the spuit of aduption ™ {Rom. vau, 13);
raedee such ¢ shuwen of blesing ™ that there shall nut be
room enough to raceite them * Mal dii. 10),

*\What hast thou that thou didst not zecerze?™  Then as
ye have freely recaved, * freely give.”  That will be hke
Christ. ‘There is no other way to be like Him. *“Toas
many as recaved him, to them gave he pawer to become the
sons of God,*" like Himsclf,

Whom does the Lord recaive?  1le * racesveth sinners:”
(Luke xv. 2). Let uscome to Him and say, * Recave us
graciowsly: " (Hos. xiv. 2).  Then all through life we shall
Le recipients of his bounty; and when we dic, our prayer
will be, ** Lord Jesus, receaze my spiut.”  His promuse is,
T will faaiv yuu unty myself,” that where 1 am, there ye
may be also.”

** Thou shalt gutde me with thy counsel, and afterward
recave e to gloryt”

EXTLANATORY NOTES,

1. A Pharisee.—The Pharisces were a powerful religious
sect, of predomuinant influence inthe Jewish state.  They
were the recugnuzed teachers, proud ol theas legal knowledge,
and buastuing & supenor saactity.  They observed the stuct-
est letter of the Mosaic law, and besides held to vadous tra-
ditions (ch. xv. 2), washed themselves religiously before
meals, fasted twice a week, un Thursdays and Mendays (see
ch. ix. 14, and ch. xxiil. 1§, 23), bui were hypocaueal (ch.
xxii. 14, 17, €}, nartow auaded, sclfiuh, biguied, and
vain, fond of plcasurcs andlax in morals (ch. v. 20; ch. xv.
4, 83 ch, xxiii. 3, 14, 23, 25). And a religion such as
theirs was deciared by our Lurd wholly wurthless for admat-
tance to heaven {Matt. v. 20). Their name 1s from the
Hebrew word pharask, which means, to separate.— Facobus.
The Phatisecs were men who rested satisfied with the out-
ward. The form of religion, which variesin all ages, tzas
they waated to sterevtype.  The anner heant of celigion, the
unchangeable, justice, mercy, truth—that they could not
fcel.  They could jangle about the breadth of 2 phylactery.
They could discuss, as if it were 2 matter of life and death,
ccclesiastical questions about tithes.  They could deade to
a furlong the length of journey allowable on the Sabbath
day. But they could not look with mercy upon a broken
heart, not sufier 2 hungry man to rub an car of comn on the
Sabbath, not cover the shame of 3 tempied asistet or an err-
ing brother.  Men without souls, from whose narrow heants
the grandcur of evetlasting truth was shut out.—Ruvirtson.

2. A publican, —The publicans were tax-gatherers, Judxa
was a province of the Roman Empire.  The Jews bLore this
foreign yoke with great impatience, and paid their taxes with
great reluctance. It happened, therefore, that those who
were appointed to collect taxes weie objects of great detes.

PrsticaNy wnom THE LoRD Rrcriveb—

e is willing to

No one before

tation. They were, besides, men of abandoned characters,
oppressive in their exactions, and dissolute in their lives.
By the Jews they were associated in character with thieves
and adulterers, and those who were prafane and dissolute,—
Barnes,  1he pubhican represented those who, although they
have sinned greatly, yet feel the burden of their sins, and
desire to escape from them.—Z7rench.

3. Stood.--It s a nmustake growing out of forgetfulness
of Jewish and early Christian customs, when some commen-
taturs see in the fact that the Phansee prayed standing, an
evidence already manifesting itsell of his pride.  Even the
parable itsell cuntradicts this notion; fur the publican, whose
prayer was a humble one, stood also.  To pray standing was
the manner of the Jews (1 Kings v 22; 2 Chron. vi. 12;
Matt. vi. 5. Mack xi. 25), though in moments of more than
ordinary humiliativn or emution of heast, they changed this
atutade fur une of koeeling or prostrauoen (Deut, vi. 105 2
Chron. vi, 13; Acts ix. 40).—7rend 2.

4. Tfast twice in the week. —He 1s as perfect in regard
to the fiest tabie of the law as 1n the second,.  The Mosaic
ecunumy enjuined but one fast, only one n the whole fifty-
two wecks of the year; but this Pharisee fasted twice each
week, —Guthrie. I give tithes (a tenth) of all I pousess.
More conectly rendered, of all 1 acquire.—Alford.  God re-
quired His people to tithe the fruits of the olive and vine,
and sheaves ot the nicld, and the produce of their flocks: the
sacritice of the Pharisee rose above the requirements of the
law. Anise and cummin and other common pot-herbs were
all scrupulously tithed.  **1 have done more than He re-
quires,  Fe s my debtor, rather than 1 His,"—Grthne,

XNFORDS OF THE NA/ISE.

Here is what Mr. Spurgeon said the other day—you can
almost hear his clation vuice poclaiming it to his 5,000 as-
semblage:  ** Make the bridge from the cradle to manhood
just as long as you can.  Lrt your child be achild, and not
a litle ape of a man running about the town.” Good ad-
vice.

Tite most unhappy of all men 1s the man who cannot tell
what he 1s guing 10 do, that he has got no wourk _cut out for
him in the world, and does not go into any. For work is
« the grand cure of all the maladies and miseries that ever beset
manhind—honest work wluch you intend getung done,—
Carlyle.

WE can never secure right religious character without, in
the first place, having a spiritual life. There can be no
foliage on the tree if it he without sap and the capacity to use
nourishment furnished by the soil and atmosphere ; nor ean
there be the real beauty of holiness in a man who hasno life-
connection with the Saviour. Believe and hive and bear
fruit—that is the order.

*“I 1o nut cate what becumes of me,” said a gl on the
street to a companion.  ““But I do,” said a paswser by, full of
the compassion of the gospel, and by an effort won the de-
spairing soul to Christ.  The love of men prompung the
cffurt fur thes salvauon is a pusiive Chusuan Uiace. This
is never 1o be dampened ot offended by inlerence, and we
would that the church weie full of it.

SPRINGs are little things, but they are sometimes sources
of large streams; 2 helm is a little thing, but it governs the
course of a large ship 3 a word, a lock, a frown, all are little
things, but powerful for good or evil. Think of this, and
mind the little things. Keep your word sacredly; keepit te
the children; they will mark at sooner than any body else,
and the cffect may be as lasting as life.

\VE are not far from our father's house ; it cannot be long
before we pass beyond the spheres: and when we get into
the other life, and tum round, and look tpon the little hil-
locks that we called mountains, and upon the splashes of mad
that we called sloughs, and upon the briars that we thought
were spears, and icasure things by infinite standards, how
small this life will scem ! Ilow insigniticant the globe itself
will appeart How unworthy of notice we shall regard the
daily frets and bickerings of human life? How ashamed we
shall be of our {:ast pusilanimity ! \We shall stand before God
and sce what the royalty of Christ is, and what is the glory of
an inheritance in him.  \When we Jook back from the realm
above upon our carthly experience, how ashamed we shall be
if we prove ourselves unworthy to be the sonsof God by sink-
ing down under a little trouble, and by complining and
moaning as ifGud werc dealing very hardly wahas:—Beecker.

MEETINGS OF PRESBYTERVY.

WaiTey.—At Bowmanville, on Tuesday, 3rd December,
at 1t o'clock a.m.

Paris.—The Presbytery of Pans will meet in Chalmers’
Church, Woodstock, on Tuesday the 37th Dccember, at
11.30 a.m.

Linpsav.—At Lindsay, on thelast Tuesday of November.

LANARR AND RENFREW.—In 5t. Andrew’s Church,
Carleton Place, on Novkmber 19th, at 1 p.m.

SAUGEEN.—In Knox Church, Haunton, on Tuesday the
17th Dec., at 2 o'ciock p.m.

ToroNTO.—Ia the usual place, on the first Tuesday of
Novembher, at 1t a.m.

GueLrd.—In Knox Church, Guelph, on the third Tues-
day of November, at :0 o'clock a.m.

EARR(&—N ext ordinary meeting at Rainie, Tuesday, 26th
November, at 1t a.m.

Bruck.—In the Prebytenan Charch, Port Elgin, on
Teesday, 17th December, at 2 o’cloch p .

PETERBUROUGLH.—In St Paul’s Church, Peterborough,
on the third Tuesday of January.

Loxnos.—In Fint Presbyterian Church, London, on the
thind Tuesday in December at 2 o'clock p.m.

Kineston.—In John Street Church, Bellewlle, on finst
Tuesday of January, 1879, at 7.30 p.m.

BROCRVILLE.—At Spencerville, on Tuesday, December

17th, at 3 p.m.



