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4 WHY slxould those who are able to be up betimes on Mon-
d :)ée Tbt:‘mhg, ﬁ;ﬂ neves nlmss‘“uhe- train,® find it so diffieult
chyrch  pr tly -aty half- 1en
Eaiaminer and C/&;:}(};LY ¥y halbpast gen on Sunday 2
T does not become us to exhibit elation because wd have
treated.'Providence penurjously, and at last have pajd the
debts info which we fell by lagging behind Almiglity God.
We are:not'ta be ashapnid 'of missions; for God evidently is
not ashamed of them.—owegh Gogk. .- . . - !
THE fascination ,of the, dance is 3t in the mustc nor i
the congenial’ ‘mrﬁﬁ&ﬁ?iv brifibld Og‘exea‘he*%)l;lessi:’ gi:r:' ll):
iﬁ“&ed w:t}golxlu the dance. The hidden power that diadems
¢ dance with sovereignty may not seri on i
rests fhé bitbe of GO 11" . I i gy 0 DUt O ¢
* LEARN, my brothet, to know Christ él;;ist i
. » — cricified—
ghgst otohlz;‘%éicwn from heaven to dwell.with sinners. Learn
1 am"gT.hy sny _Pgﬂ h ol:r,‘jesns‘,‘ art 'Mmy rightediéness ;
Thou hasi.;.g'iyen me wl?gt ‘v:a: ?I‘?z?n?’ly’se“ Vf'hat_was e
L the intéfcourse’of social lifs 1€ s by litile afis of watch-
rdOl'ndne.ss recurring daily and hourly—and opportunities
% )in ,lsxndgggs, if sought for, are forever starting up—it is
7 wotds, by ‘tonés; by affectiots is won

-géstures, By looks
and pyeseried. .~ i gsr " ooks,
MR. SPUBGEON has just delivered himself of 2 very sm
P v B € . S 2 art
El‘lmg. ( He was ‘preaclfiﬂg on the subject of “'Cdnfgssionf”
" ;Iavmg ?cazc}:lmtﬁ;hermbld all'the ‘way through,” said he

can only find that one therein i
o can on }fat id U man therein ‘mentioned ever con,
my brethreh, thatimmediatel
and hanged himself,” l

IN reference to selectin;
Stephen H. Tyng, Jr., rec

y he had confessed he' weut sut

géunday ;ch?olll teachers Rev.
\ ently’ gave the following practical
hints ¢ ¢ We should seek ,teachegz, not among pfrs]:ns who.
are not a(nlghr_ls'tlgns, nor among idle Christians, nor worldly
tChn;;s . . ‘Busy Christians thake our best' Sunday-schdol
’le‘?c‘d' - . A sense of personal unfitness is no disqualification,
Tixm’ 1ty in self is the compensation of boldness in Christ
; he first grace of the true teacher is humility ; the second,.
aith;. the third, love; and the fourth consecration. A
yourig (,hl‘lstla‘h makeS'the best ‘téacher for aninfant class.
A mature man; of matly temptations; who knows what it is
;gvvivl:es(til.e \}nlth sin, makes the best teacher for boys. .Let the
havegth elslg?l)’ 1: {: ?:1;; ,t,cach the ;g'rlsf Pau} or Prnggma should

PEACE WITH Gop.—* Being justified by faith, w
peace with God throtigh our th)grtg Jésus Chlyist. ”i’R‘ori. l:a\lre

There i$:no péade; shith te Lord unto the ‘wicked,” Tsa
xlviii. 22. An unpardoned sinner-can have no pe: . with
God.  Until his conscience is awakened, he f'hayrbe?c;}eless
and secure ; but as:soon as his eyes are opened; and his
heart is made 1o feel, he must be miserable, till: God ‘speak
grace to his guilty soul, To be justified, is to be pardoned
and accepted -of God. 'Pardon and acceptance are to be ob-
tained only by faith in Jesus. Christ, as having atoned for
sin by his precious blood, * When it is given me to believe

that Jesus Christ hath taken away my sins, there is nothing
more to distress m

! y conscience; then I have ‘“peace with
God. " The distress of an awakened man arises fr%maguilty
conscience and a sense of his sins.  As soon, therefore, as
the poor trembling sinner discovers that Christ died for such
asheis; that Christ, being God, is able to save the chief of
sinners ; that th1§ was his errand into the world ; and that
he has s:}}d, e Hlpx that cometh unto me I will in no wise
cast out,” John vi, 37 ; as soon as the poor sinner believes
this, he has peace with God ; he can cdll God his Father;
he can trust God for everything; he can think of death
with comfort, and rejoice in hope of the ‘glory of God.
There is no salvation without an interest in Christ. There
1s no peace with God but through Christ. Unless our sins
are pardoned, our life must be unhappy, and our death the
e}l:tmnpe'on eternal misery. If I am looking unto Jesus as
t ;: only Saviour, and in self-despair have fled unto "him for
reh\_xgg. then God is no longer angry with me; my sins,
“quc:l : 2r¢ many, are forgiven ; my person is accepted ; and
i1 die to-night, T shall go to God. . O happy state, ta have
nothing to fear in- life or - death ¢ To have God for dur
(I::rlex;d,tChgst tfl?r ourfl_!cd;ctlxl:er, the Holy‘ Ghost for our
omforter, death our friend, hea r-

nity before us of peace and _]oy¢ ven our home, and an eter

THE Old Testament Scriptutes out. of ‘Not: ti

nature of things is. I rode once from aﬁfgh olx:h:;;ull)::g
Sea through a moon-light on the Mar Sata gorges to Beth-
lehem in the morning light; T passed through the scenes in
which many of David’s Psalms had their origin, so faras hu-
man causes brought them into existénce, On horseback I
climbed slowly and painfully out of that scorched, ghaatly
hollow in which the salt lake lies. I found myself, as I as-
c?nded, Eassing a gnarled, smitteh, volcanic region, and
‘:lten at the edge or in the depths of ravines deeper than that
wog;lem shaft yonder on' Bunker Hill is high. At a place
ok de,tgz doubt, David had often searched for his flocks, 1
2 shupers ;famou_s Convent of Mar Saba clinging to the side of
iy eP:‘mOW ravine; and I ay down there and slept until the
M Yose' which David saw, I looked northward from

bove.
:ord: b;cls?rlshtd' and saw Jerusalem above me, yet to the

2¢en ascending from a spot greatly below the
l(}alvel ofl gle Mediterraniean, As 1 dref;r ;guear )l;ethlehem,'
through brown wheat fields in which a woman called Ruth
once gleaned, T opened ' h

and .
name. Johnson, you mmt;:d the book which bears her

T, ; -
doq, and mpved a parlor full of p:)n:l‘e ::ﬁaﬁebb?kv:gc}f:d
curiosity enough to ask who wag author of the bgau'tiful ase
toral! ‘In my saddle there in Syria  was Moved as John pn’S'
hearers were in-London : but when I opened the Psa}m: . n
by one, and looked back over the ravines towards th SI’)O 3

, and northward toward Jerusalem and wison 1o i

L'
Bethlehgm,' to which all nations, after a gaze gg:i:::teee}x‘iﬂll\ugf
dred yeary’ duration, were looking yet, and at that season were
sending pilgrims ; when I remembered how that terraced b}
of olive gardens had influenced human history as nq other
Spot on earth had done, and that in God"

. S government of this
ﬁlanet there are no accidents; whenI took the astoundin

of Isaiah and turped through the list of the prophets t%

Judas Iscariot, and you will remémbet. "

- watching Paul—no attempt to heal the bite—that perfectly

find mysterious passage after, gassage; predicting what would
come and what has come ;'and when I thought of those critics
under the western sky wlo would saw asunder the,Old Testa-
ment and the New, and put into the shade those Scriptures
which Goéthe calls 2 unft: in themselves, and which are ddably
a unit when united with the New Testament] I reniembeted
him who, on the way.to Emmaus, opened the Old Testament
Seriptures, and with thein made mer’y Yearts bur, - foseph
Cook. ; o ;

. s

Simmimn Soion, Trioi.
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'LESSON xL1x.
FES = I A S ST A
PAUL AT MELITA, - A% x50

—

b

., . e oL L

GoLDEN TEXT:—*‘‘I am debtor both to the Greeks,
and to the Barbarians; both to the wise, and to the
unwise.”—Rom. i.-14.. . RESTIS IS

" HOME STUDIES. . o

M. Mark xvi. 9-20.. .. Miracles promised. .
T. Luke x. 17-28.....Power ovet Sérpents. ./
W; 1 Pet. iii. 12-22....Be not troubled.. ...1 .
Th. Acts xxviii. 1-10.. The father of Publius healed.
F.: John iv. 46-84:....The nobleman’s son healéd.
S.: Matt. viii. 1-13...... The centurion’s servant healed.
S. Rom. i. 1-16..".....Débtor to all.

A "'HELPS 'TO STUDY. '

+ Paul and every one of the ship’s. company, both pas-
sengers and crew, whom God had given to-the apostle; were
now safe to land, and they soon diseovered that it -was the
island of Melita, Malta, where they were wrecked (Note 1).:
They were received with no little kindness by the barbar-
ous people (Note 2). :

I. THE GUEST SUSPECTED, Verses 3, 4. :

It.was both wet and cold, and a, fire was kindled.
Paul cheerfully bore his part in ¢very labor. He had gath-
ered a bundle of $ticks,and laid:them on the fire; when
a viper, taken up no. doubt with the sticks and suddenly
aoused from its torpor by the heat, sprang forth and fasten-
edion his hand. It may have been the common viper,
which is deadly in warm climates, or the vigerina aspis, the
asp,whode bite is at once followed by sudden collapse -and
death. The islanders knew this well—see them eagerly

useless—and besides, what do they suppose the reason of o
strange a thing, a man escaping sea and then dying another’
way ? verse 4. Were they right or wrong? Kight in two
thxngs: (a) that ‘accidents’ come not by chance, but by
God’s. will (Matt. "x, 29), (3) that evil pursueth sinners’
(Prov. xiii, 21). (Note3.) But wrong in two things : (2)
thinking calamities on/y came on the wicked {Heb. xii. 5
11 ; see Luke xiii. 1-§), (4} and therefore in thinking as they
did of Paul. .

II. TRE:GUEST HONORED, Verses 510,

. But the calamity expected does not come upon the apostle.

God's promises of deliverance are again fulfilled : }20 xci.
13-15; Luke x. 193 Mark xvi. 18, Not only deliverande,
but honor—for what did the islanders think now ? verse 6.
That he was a god.' But would Paul take that honor?
What did he say when the Lystrians thought the same? Aects
xiv, 11-1§5. PR b C

It'is now the governor’s turn to'show kindness. His name
is Publius, and he is called the: chief’ man’of the. island
(p{ote 4).. Heathen as he was, he was fulfilling an apostolic
injunction : Heb. xiii. 2; and if he 'did not literally, like
Abraham (Gen.; xviii. 2-10), entertain angels uhawares, he
did entertain a benefactor who was able to recompense him
abundantly. His father was sick’ (Note 5); and Paul
healed him. ‘And others who had diseases care also
and were healed. Thus did God reward the kindness of
these Maltese. But these miracles had andther purpose.
They were'signs. They were wrought by faith and prayer.
They showed the people that Paul,ithough not a god,
was God’s messenger, and would lead them to listen to him
whea he told them of Christ. ~ -« | o

Three months after the apostle departs loaded with honors
and supplies for his wants. ' K

Learn from Paul that man s ¢mmortal wntil his work
is done. The apostle must go to Rome, and the Lord pre-
serves him through all dangers.

Learn even‘fromn the barbarians the virtues of sympathy,
kindness, and hospitality. Let us remember that when we
entertain any one for Christ’s sake, it is not merely a good
man, nor even an angel, but the Christ Himself whom we
entertain, the Master Himself in the person of His needy
ones : Matt. xxv. 40; Luke xiv. 13; Rom. xii. 13, 20
1 Tim, iii. 2 ; Heb. xiii. 2; 1 Pet. iv, 9, Christ will with-
out fail remember and reward all that is done for Him :
Matt. x, 41, 42 ; Luke xiv. 14;: Phil, iv. 18, 19; 1 Tim. vi.
17-20; Heb. vi. 10. | R

SUGGESTIVE TOPICS.

The island—modern name—size~history-—controversy re-
garding—proofs in the case—the people—why called ‘‘bar-
barians "—their conduct—Paul’s activity—mishap—opinion
regarding him—how changed—the governor’s name--cour-
tesy—domestic affliction—how removed—the result—the
feeling of the people and the lessons we may learn regarding
~—naturalkindness—human fickleness—Christian benevolence
apd Christian ebligations. .

' EXPLANATORY NOTES. . .

1. Malta is sixty miles from Cape Passero, thé southern
point of Sicily, and two hundred miles from the African
coast. It is farther from the main land than any other island
in the Mediterranean ; it is seventeen milesin length, nine
miles in its greatest breadth, and sixty wiles in circumference;
it is nearly equidistant between the two ends of the Mediter-

ranean ; its highest point is'said to be six hundred feet above
the level of the sea. = .

2. The inhabitants.of Malta were of Pheenician origin, apd
came from the Plicepician colories of North Afiitq (of which
the famous' €#rthage wis the fiost important), | would
therefore speak a Punic dialect, and on #4s account would be
called *barbarians’ (verses 1, 4); as the Greeks applied this
term to all who did not use-their own language or Latin
(comp, Rom. i. 14; 1 Cor.:xiv. 1r; Col. ik 11). It is
worth noting that the part of Africa from which the Maltese
came is still called Bardary. - . o i

3. These men misinterpreted natural law into -vengeance ;
yet there is a proneness in man to judge so. - ‘We efpect that
nature will execute the chastisement of.the spiritual world ;
hence all nature becomes to the imagination leagued aga%nst
the transgressor. The stars in their courses fight against
Sisera ; the wall of Siloam falls on guilty men ; the sea will
not carry the criminal nor the plank bear him ; the viper
stings; everything ié:a mihister of wrath. On this conviction
nations comstruct their trial by ordeal. - The guilty man’s
sword would fall in the, duel, :and the foot would strike and
be burnt by the hot ploughshare. Some idea of this sor:
lurks in all our minds. - We picture: tor ourselves the spectres
of the past haunting the nightly bed of the tyrant; we take
for granted there is an avenger making life miserable.

4. Tradition places the residence of Publius at Citta Vec-
chia, the Medina of the Saracens, which, though in the cen-
tre of Malta, is but a few miles from the coast. Publius is
called first, or chief, because he was a Roman: governor.
Melita was first conquered by the Romans during the Punic
wars, and in the time of Cicero. was annexed. .to the prator-
ship of Sicily. The prator of that island:-would naturally
have a legate or deputy at this place. The title under which
he is mentioned here; has been justly cited as a striking proof
of Luke’s accuracy. Nootherancient writer happens to have
given his official designation; but two inscriptions, one in
Greek and the other in Latin, have been discovered in Malta,
in which we meet with the same title employed by Luke in
this passage. It is impossible to believe that Publius, or
any other single individual, would be called the *‘first man”
in the island except by way:of-official eminsnce. °

5. The plural (in the original) is used with refereénce to the
recurrent attacks or paroxysms of the fever. This is one of
those expressions which indicate Luke’s professional training
as a physician. No other, writer of the New Testament ex-
hibits this sort of techmical precision in speaking of diseases.
The disorder with which the - father of Publius was affected
was dysentery combined with fever. = It was formerly assert-
ed that a dry climate like that of Malta would not produce
such a disorder ; but we have now the testimony of physicjans
résident in that island that it'is by o means uncommon there
at the present day, I . .

70 CONSUMPITIVES.

L N

The advertiser, a retired physician; having providentially

" discovered, while a Medical Missionary in Southern Asia, a

very simple vegetable remedy for the speedy and permanent
cure of consumption, asthma, bronchitis, catarrh, and all
throat and lung affections, also a positive and radical specific
for nervous debilityand all nervous complaints, feels it his duty
to make it known to his suffering fellows. Actuated by this
motive he will cheerfully send, free of charge, to all who de-
sire it, the recipe- for preparing, and full directions for suc-
cessfully using this providentially discovered remedy.  Those
who wish to avail themselvés of the benefits of this dis-
covery without cost, can do so by returs mail, by addressing,
with stamp, Dr. Charles P. Marshall, 33 Niagara Street,
Buffalo, N.Y ’

NDT EXCEEDING FOUR: LINES 25 GENTS, ..
R DEATHS.

" At Tamsni, Formosa, ‘China, October 4th, of puerperal
fever, Jane Eliza, daughter of Jacob Wells, Esq., Aurora,
and wife of Rev. James B. Fraser, M.D., missionary of the
Presbyterian Charch in Canada.

- In West Nissouri, on the 1oth inst., Mr. AlexandetDun-
bar, in the 38th year of his age. He came to Canada in

1831, a native of Largo, Fil. lire, Scotland, and was for,
years a respected elder in the church of Nissouri.”* + =~~~

Births, Warringes and Deaths. .

-

MEETINGS OF PRESBYTERY, . . !
HaMILTON.~~In Central Churth, Hamilton, on Tuesday,
Dec. 18th, at 11 o’clock a.m. . .
QUEBEC.—At Melbourne, on Wednesday, 19th December,
at 10 a.m. : ) A )
WHITBY.—In St. Andrew’s Church, Whitby, on 3rd Tues-
day of December, at IT a.m. . :

SAUGEEN, —At Mount Forest, on the third Tuesday of
December, at 2 o’clock p.m. o e
BARRIE.—At ‘Barrie, on Tuesday, 4th December, ot 31
o’clock, : . . . .o
-OWEN SoUND.—In Division Street Church, Owen Sound_h
on Tuesday, 18th Dec,, at 10 a,m. R R
. ManiTosa.—In Knox. Church, Winnipeg on:Wedness
day, 12th Dec., at 10 a.m. , R o
" KinGsToN,—In St. Andrew’s Hall, Kingstor, on Tues:
day, 8th Jan., 1878, at 3 p.m. LT e ‘
. LINDsAY.—At Uxbridge, on 27th Nov. . .
PARIs.—At Tilsonburg, on Tucsday 18th Dec., at 7.30
pim. : ‘
1 LoNDON.—~In first -Presbyterian Church, London, on
Tuesday 18th Dec., at 2 p.an. . .
" ToroNTO.—In Kpox Church, Toronto, on Tuesday, 11th
Dec., at it'glm. . - RE AN
OTTAWA,~—In St. Andrew’s Church, Ottawa,,on Mon. -
day, sth February, at 3 p.m. Lo
CuaTHAM.—In Wellington Church, Chatham, on 18th

| December, at 11 a.m.



