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is generally said. He is not to expect that all the
overwures should come from others. But after all
allowance is made for this, it remains to be acknow-
ledged that in too many instances they uve lelt very
much to themselves, and it is for the members of our
churches to say whether or not they have in this re-
spect been doing their duty to the many young
“strangers within their gaies.” In Toronto alone
what a large number of young people there are of
both sexes away from home! It surely ought to be
possible for a very large number of these ‘o secure
introductions to residents at whose houses they might
be moze or less frequent visitors, and from whom they
might receive both kindness and encouragement,
We are quite aware that this is done in many caszs,
but is it to such an ¢&ent as it ought to be, and
easily might? We fearmot. Far be it from us to say
that the people of Toronto are abnormally cold and
exclusive, though we have often heard such a charac-
ter given them, But may it not be asked with all
respect and earnestness, if all is done which ought to
be attempted for the welfare of the multitudes of
youth who come to this and other cities for educa-
tional or business purposes? Aud are the ministers
and parents of these young people sufficiently careful
in securipg introductions for them in the places of
their sojourn? \We fear not. Are those who remain
at home always sufficiently anxious to keep up the
howe life by regular correspondence? by a strongly
manifested interest in all that concerns the wayfarers ?
by lictle presents? by the encouragement of home
visits, etc.? We scarcely think they are. In these
sentences we merely hint at what forms the subject of
much 4nd anxious thought in many more or less
lonely homes and hearts. If every Christian home
vere opésedd to a few of those whose only homes are
cheerless and not very comfortable boarding houses,
it is difficult to calculate the amount of good which
might be effected. Not a few, we cheerfully acknow-
ledge, are employing this means of uselulness to gaod
purpose. ‘Would it be reckoned too much for us to
ask every one of our readers gravely to ponder whe-
ther he or she may be of the numbezr who are trying
to do their duty in this respect? The loneliness and
the temptdtions of a great city are simply terrible.
Let all take care, while they may be denourncing vice
and scornfully condemning dissipated young men,
that they have no reason in self-condemnation to add,
“IWe are verily guilty concerning our brother in that
we saw the anguish of his soul and hearkened not
unto him.”

CHURCH ATTENDANCE.

HE “Cbristian Monthly ” for November, in closing
an article upon the Church Congress held in
Newcastle, England, in October last, calls attention
to the fact that according to a census of worshippers
in that aty and Gateshead, taken on a certain Sabbath
recently,there has been apparently a “stanling” falting
offin ;itégdancc atthe churches. Since 1851-—thatys,
in thirty years—1he population of Newcastle had grown
from 87.734 to 149,54y, while the church attendance
had decreasedby 761.  In Gateshead, also, the popu-
lation had increased 154 per cent., but the gan 1n all
th. chugches was only 462 persons. The rauo of at-
tendance in the two places was in 1851 seventeen
per cent., and in 1881 twelve and two filihs per cent.
These are strange statements. We naturally ask, s
this falling off general? Ia Liverpool, again, a cen-
sus taken in 1881 gave in 218 places of worship an
attendance of 63 576,as agaiast 101,982 in 154 places of
worship in 185, when the population was 150,000 less
than at present. Here we have a falling off of church
attendance in twenty eight ycars of over 8,000, with
an increase of population of 150,000, and of sitting
accommodation in the churches of 36,849. These
figares, if they cannot be explained, are very signifi-
cant.

When, in contrast with these alleged facts, wc con-
sider the admissions of Ms. Frothingham and others
who are not particularly favourable to the churches,
to the effect that when he was in Eurepe lately he
found ¢ Evangelical religion was stronger and the
churches were hetter filled ; there was more of the
‘religious spirit abroad than twenty years ago ;” also,
the reports continually reaching us of progress and
prosperity in all the churches, of the success of mis-
sion and philanthropic agencics among the poor and
vicicus in all the ciuzs and towns of Great Britain ;
and further, the grcas success, six years sgo, of the

Moou, Sankey movement, in which Newcastle had a
prominent place, and the continued use of suck Evan-
gelistic efforts with, we are told by prominent minis-
ters of all the churches, gratifying results, we feel that
some cxplanation is required. Is it a fact that while
the study of the Scriptures is becoming more general,
Sabbath schools are increasing in number and effi-
ciency, special services and missions are success-
ful not only in attracting crowds but in securing the
higher results of saving conversion, church edifices
are increasing in number and becoming more costly,
comlortable and attractive, nevertheless a smaller
proportion of the people are worshipping in the
church puildings and connecting themselves with the
church organizations? We confess to entertaining a
doubt as to this being a fact ; but if it is, then we must
accept the other alternative, that the modern religious
movement is largely outside the churches, and that a
phase of Christanity is coming upon us which will
affect in a very marked manner the churches of
Christendom. What are the facts in Canada in
reference to the above statements ?

THE LATE COLLEGE FRACAS.

IN addition to the letter from Dr. Reid which we
give_in another column, we have received two
communicatigns from students of Kunox and Uni-
versity Colleges which we don’t feel it necessary
to publish. We are as concerned as our corre-
spondents possibly can be for the fair fame and con-
tinued prospenty oi University College, and willingly
allow all that can justly be drawn in favour of the
students from Dr. Wilson’s letter, which we had not
seen when we wrote in the terms comglained of.
We have no doubt the worthy President is in the
highest degree anxious to raise the whole moral tone
of the College geaerally, and of the boarding-house
particularly, and we give him full credit for his self-
denying efforts in the matter, and for the amount of
success in it which he has already achieved. We
have also not the shightest doubt about the Doctor
being fully persuaded that the whole affair in question
was a very harmless one, and that the less that is said
about it the better. At the same time, we decline to
take in full the roseate estimate which the President
and our correspond:nts have adopted, and reiterate
our conviction that the proceeding, though perhaps
not so bad as at fist represented, was exceedingly
discreditable to all concerned, more especially when
taken in connection with many not very much less
questionable proceedings for which the boarding-
house in University College has for years past been
specially notorious. Indecd, the defence of the whole
matter which has carned most weight with us has
been couched both by past and present students in
some such terms as the follomang : “ Why come
dowr with such severity on lads who have been
merely folloming 1n the footsteps of those who haye
gone before, aad have been guilty of lutie if anything
worse than what has been enacted again and again
without rebuke or even almost without remark?® It
has been further urged i1n defence that, as a aaatter
which nobody at all acquainted wath the actual facts
would cver think of denying, the boarding-house has
been long under the loosest possible management, if
indeced 1t could Ye said to be under any management
whatever, and notwithstanding Dr. Wilson's well-
meaut and streouous endeavours, the state of things
in that establishment is at this moment very far from
being anything Lke what the best friends of the Col-
lege could desire.  Indeed, so much 1s this the case,
that some of the best and most enlightened friends of
the University are exceeding'y anxious to see the
boarding house abolished altogether. Itisnotneeded,
for we believe we are correct in saying that pot much
more than a tenth part of the students either could or
would avail themselves of its accommodation. It is
a heavy bill of cxpense w.*h no corresponding bene-
fits, but with sume things which have to be claracter-
ized by avery different name. To say thatthose who
board in private houses are cither less comfortable,
less studious, or less moral and upright, than “ resi-
dents,” would be simply absurd. Indeed, we could
usc a stronger term, and yet not betoo strong.  What
pine-tenths of the students can do, and with great
advantage every way, the other tenth might also
easily and usefully accomplish. Indced, we cannot
think of one good end which the boarding-house
serves, while it has been injuricus both to individuals
and to the general cordiality and pleasant relations

which ought to subsist among the whole body of the
students, It has been the occasion of cliques and
cabals, of many very unworthy pro.eedings, much
jealousy, and not a little which is just as well left un-
specified. No man in his senses, and competently
acquainted with the facts of the case, would ever
think of denying all this, and therefore we feel that
there is force in the plea which, as we have said, has
been urged on our attention, that the system ought to
be condemned f{ar more than the individuals con-
cerned in this latest escapade. Abolish the boarding-
house, it is argued, and instead of the moral control
over the students becoming less, it would be greatly
increased. At any rate, of this we are certain, that by
far the larger number of rather discreditable incidents
in the history of University College have been origi-
nated and carried through by those who in theory
have been most under the eye and most amenable to
the contro!l of the College authorities.

We are rejoiced to believe that the late fracas was
not so bad as it was at first represented, but it is
worse than absurd to affirm that for a good while past
matters have been going on in every respect as the
best friends of our Provincial College could possibly
have desired; and it is just as weli that this fact
should be known and pondered. It isall very easy to
repeat the old saw about old heads not being easily
put upon young shoulders, and about the grand old
use and wont of riots and disarray, * town and gown ¥
squabbles, wine parties and general good fellowship,
being parts of the jolly old University life which
has been handed down almost from time ithmemorial,
and without wkich all would be stale, flat, and un-
profitable. But in the meantime all this has implied
in cases beyond number the irretrievable wreckage of
youny lives, the bitter disappointment of fond hopes,
and the manufacture, not of that grand indescribable
something called * gentleman,” but of something very
much the reverse, as the sad experience of many both
in the past and present, both in QOatario and else.
where, can very unmistakably testify. What we have
said has been with deep regret. If henceforth we shall
never have occasion to speak of any of our Ontario
institutions of learning except in terms of the strongest
and most unfeigned congratulation and praise, none
will rejoice more than we shall.  In the meantime, for
young men who ought to know better, loftily to dis-
miss the whole alleged grounds of anxiely and even
alarm “ as a pack of lizs ¥ is not so encouraging and
satisfactory as could be desired.

We repeat in closing what we said on first taking
nctice of a state of things which has long been talked
much of in private, that wé have spoken of the matter
at all with the greatest possible reluctance, and we
add that we shall be rejoiced above measure if we
never have to speak of it again, except as that which
has entirely and forever passed away,

AX addition is being built in rear of the Preshy-
teriau cburch, Wallaseburg, which, when completed,
will add very much to the convenience and attractive-
ness thereof. It is intended that the choir shall oc-
cupy a position in rear of the pulpit instead of being
crowded up into a corner as heretofore. A vestry is
also being built for the convenience of the pastor,

A FEW days agoone of the members of the Presby-
terian Church at Blyth called on the pastor, Rev. A,
McLean, and handed him $100, requesting him to
have it appropriated as follows . To Dr. McKay’s
Mission, $30, to the general Foreign Mission Fund,
$70. © The history of this case,” writes Mr. McLean,
“is worth relating, as it may be a practical sermon to
many in the Presbyterian Church. It is this: The
donor having a number of years ago resolved to ab-
stain from the useof tobacco, and to devote the amount
spent yearly to the cause of missions, comes now for-
ward to carry out this part of his resolution. As the
sum saved was not sent away cach year, but allowed
to accumulate, it is now being sent off crest
from the time when the resolution was first acted on.
Very likely there is more to follow. Why doess not
our Church take a firmer stand agains: this sinful
waste, this health-impajriag, man.destraving custom ?
If all our members of the Presbyterian Church who
are in the habit of using * the weed ® would follow the
example of my excellent friend above referzed to,
would the appeals for missionaries from the North-
‘West and from the foreign field be made in vain, as
they now to a considerable extent are, because of the
lack of funds?®
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