
DzLcxlInri 16rb, 1881.) THE CANADA PRESBYTERIANO

1: generally sald. He Is not ta expect that ail the
overcures should, coma from altiers. But aftcr ai
ailowanco is made for ibis, It romains ta bc acknow-
ledged abat la too tnany instances they are left very
much ta thoimscives, and it is for the nîembers of onr
churches ta say whether or flot they have in this re-
spect ben dolng their duty to the many young
<'strangers within their ga:es.'l ln Toronito albat
what a large number of yourig people there are of
bath sexes away front home 1 1 surcly ought ta bc
possible for a very large number ai thirsc '. stcure
introductions tu residents ast whose bouses they might
bc more or less frequent visitors, and [ram whomt they
migbt recelve bath kindness and encouragement.
Wc are quite aware abat ibis is donc ini many casis,
but is jr ta sucb an èkont as it ougbt ta be, and
easily might? WVe féarmot. Far bc i fram us ta say
that the people of Toronto arm abnarmally cold and
exclusive, thougb we bave often heard such a charac-
tek given theni. But may t flot be askcd with ail
respect and carnestness, If ail is donc îvhicb auglat ta
be attempted for the welfaro of tha multitudes of
youth whas corne ta tbis and other chies for educa-
tiana! or business purposes ? And are the ministers
and parents cf these young people sufliciently careful
in securing introductions for tbemt ina the places of
theïr sojourn ? WVe ficar flot. Are ibose wba romnain
at borna always sufficiently anxious ta kcep sap the
borne lité by regular correspondance? by a strongly
znanifesied interest in ail tbat concerns tbe wayfarers ?
by iie presenis? by the encouragement of horne
visits, etc.? Wc scarcely think îbey are. In these
sentences we marely baint at wbat fora the subject of
iiuch gaid anxious thougbn in many more or icss
lonely bômes anîd bearts. If every Christian borne
t.ere *opete to a few of ihose wbose only bornes arc
cbheeriessiid mot very comfortahle boarding bouses,
it is difficult ta calculate the amassnt of good wbicb
mnight ha effected. Not a few, wre cbcerfully acknow-
ledge, arc ernptoying ibis meas of usefulness ta good
purpose. Would it hc rcckoned 100 much for us te
ask every one of our readers gravely ta parader whe-
iber ho or she may ba of the number wbo are trying
ta do zheir duty in ibis respecti? The lonli:ness and
the ternptattions of a great ciîy are sirnpiy terrible.
Let ait taice care, white tbey rnay bc denouncing vice
anad scarniully condemairag dissipaied young mnen,
that they bave no reason in self-condemnation ta add,
"AVWe are verily guilty concerning our brother inabtat
wc saw thse ariguish, of bis saul and becaykea*ed not
unto hlm»

CWURCI A TrENIDAÀCE.

T HE "'Christian Monthly " for Novemberin closing
an article tapons the Churcis Congress beld in

Newcastle, Eragland, in Ocioher last, calls attenion
ta the faci tbat accordiag ta a census of %vorshippers
in that city anid Gateshead, taken on a certain Sabba:h
recentlyitTere bas been apparenly a Ilstailing " fallîng
off ialtendance at the churches. Sance a a -that as,
in thiMt".y'ears- the population of Newcastle had growa
front 8'.184 ta 149,549, white the church attendance
had decreasedbv 761. Ia Gateshead, also, the popu-
lation bad increosed 154 pet cent., but the gain in aIl
th.; churchès was 0111Y 462 persans. The ratio cf at-
tendance li the twa places was in 1851 sevenieen
per cent., and in iSSi twelve antwo lv fifIlas per cent.
These are strange statements. We naturally asic, as
this fabiing off general ? I a Liverpool, agatn, a ccxi-
sus taken in iSSi gave in zig places cf worship an
attendance cf 6.3 576,as against 101,98-2 ln a54 places of
warsbip in iSjj, svbcn the population was i5oooo Ims
than a:present. litre we bave a falling off of cdarc
atiendance in twenîy cight ycars of over S,ooo, witb
an increase cf population of i 5osooo, andi of sitting
accommodation in abe churches cf 36,849. These
figures, if tbey cannaI bce xplaintd, arc very signifi-
cant.

'Rben, in contrast wiîh thae alleged facts, -«e con-
sider tle admissions of Mr. Frothingham and others
who are not particuiarly favourahie ta the chaurches,
to thae effect abat wbens bc was in Eurrpc lately lie
fonnd "lEvanglical religion was istronger and the
churches were better filled; therc was mort of the
-religions spirit abroas! tian tvrenîy years 3go i" also,
the reports coniinually reaclaing us cf progress and
prosperiîy ia ail the churches, of the saccess cf mis-
sion and philanthropic 3gencies among the poor andr
-dicraus in aUl tisa cis and towns of Great Britain i
and furtber, the grcaz, success, six years &go, of the

Mioot.. Sanlcey mavement, in which Newcastle bari a
pronlinent place, and the continacr use cf sudh Evan-
gellsiic efforts with, we tire tld by prominent minis-
ters of ail the chaurchas, gratifying resuits, wa tel that
somne explanation is rcquired. Is it a fact abat white
the sîuriy o! the Scrlptures 15 hecomlng more general,
Sabbatb sciîools are iracreasing ln number and effi-
ciency, special services and missions arc success-
fui flot only in aiiracting crowds but ini secdlrifg the
blgher resulis of saving conversion, churcis cdifices
are increasing in number and becoming more cosîly,
comiortabla anad attractive, neverthebess a amaller
proportion of the people are worshipping la the
church nuîldings andi connccting themselves witb the
church organi&.ations? W c onfess ta entertaining a
doublas to Ibis beinga tact ; but if ht is, iben we mnust
accepi the other alternative, that the modern religions
movemeat is iargely outside the churches, and that a
phase uf Cbristianîîy is corning upon us wbîch will
affect ira -a very marked manner the churches of
Christendoni. Wbat are the tacts la Canada la
refarence ta the above statements ?

711E L4TE COLLEGE FRACAS.

IN addition ta the leiter tlrm Dr. Reid which we
gave. la another column, wve have received two

commuicdationis fram students of Knox andi Uni-
versity Colleges which vie doa't fecel ht necessary
ta pubiish. WVe are as concerned as aur carre-
spondenîs possibly can ho for tise fair fame and con-
tinueri prospcrîîy ai University College, and willingly
ailow ail tbat cia justiy be drawn in faveur of the
studerais [rom Dr. WVilsoa's leiter, wbich we land flot
sen wletn we ivraie la the ternis complained of.
We bave no doubt the worîhy Presideni is ini the
bighest degre anxîous ta raise tle whoie moral torte
cf the Collage generally, and cf the boardîng-hoase
particuiarly, and we give faim fuli credit for bis self-
denying efforts in the matter, anad for the ameunt of
success la it which hae bas already achieved. We
bave also flot the slîgbtest doubt about the Doctor
being fally persuaded abtthe whole afrair la question
was a vieil barmîcas one, and that the less that is sairi
about jr the better. Ai the -ame time, we descline ta
taise in full the roseate estimate wbiclî the President
and car correspond-ents bave adapied, and reiterate
our conviction abat the proceeding, tbougis perhaps
not so badl as at fi.st represented, was exceedingiy
discredjiabla to ait concerrned, more especially wben
iaken la connection with many not very much less
questionable proceedîngs for whach thse hoarding-
bousse ia University Collage bas for years past been
speciaily noturiouS. Indleed, thedefence cfibe whoie
mattar whach bas carrieri moat weight with us bas
been coucbed boih by past andi preseat studenis in
saine sucb terras as the followang ."lWby came
cbuwr WiLh such savcriy on lads wha lave bers
marely follawang an the footsieps cf those who baye
gone before, and have been guilty of htne af azaytiîg
worse than what bas been enacted agiait and agaîn
without rebuka or levens almost wihout remarka I I
bas been furtber urged an deffence uaa, as a ânatier
wbicha nobody at ai acquaanted wath the actual Jacts
would ever think af denyarag, the boardirag-house bas
been long ander the loosesi possible management, if
indced ai could be saisi ta hc under any management
wbatever, and nottîràhstanding Dr. WVa!son's weii-
meatî andi sirenucus endeavours, the state cf thînga
in abat establishment as at thas moment very ft from.
baaîag anytharag lisenshat thc hast friands of the Coi-
lege could desire. Indeed, so mach as ibis the case,
that soine of tht hast and most eralîghtened friends cf
the Ujniversity arc axceediniz'y analous ta sac the
boardsîng bouse abohished aliogethea. Itasnfot needcd,
for tva bcyav we are correct an saying that pot mach
more tlan a tenait part cf thc students elther couiri or
woald avait themselves cf its accommodation. Itias
a leavy bibi of axpense w.'th no correspionding bense-
fits, but 'with s'.,me things wisich have ta bc cl.arcter-
iedhy avcrydîfferent naine. Tosay that thase who
board in privat bouses are citber iass comfortabia,
less studious, or less moral and uprigisi, tlan Il rsi.
dents," woald ha simaply absurd. lndeed, tva couid
use a strongc.r terni, andi ycr flot ha îoc strong. Wbat
ninc-tenths of Ibo students can do, and wîîh great
advanlage every way, the oilher tenth Wnight also
easiby anri use[ully accompiish. lndcd, wc cannet
thýnk of one gcod. end whach thc boarding-house
serves, whilt it has bectsi njurions bath tu lixylNduas,
andi ta the generl cordiality andi pleasant zelations
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which ougbt te subsist amnong the wbole body cf the
students. It bas been the occasion of cliques and
cahals, cf many very unwortby prot-eedings, much
jealousy, and flot a littie wbich la just as %voit left un-
specified. No mani lits senses, and compeîenîiy
acqualnteri wiîb the tacts of the d!ase, would ever
thiais cf denying aIl this, and therefore we tati that
there is force la. %he plea wbich, as we bave said, bas
heen urgcd on otar attention, that the systemn ougit te
bc condenneri lai mare than the Indîviduals con-
cerned la this laiesi escapade. Abobîsh île boarding-
liause, it Is argued, and instead af the moral central
over the students becoming less, it would ho greatiy
increased. At any raie, of thîs we are certain, that hy
fti tisa larger number of rather discredîtabie incidents
la the bistory of University College bave ben origi-
nateri andi carried tbrough by ihose wbo ina theory
bave beon inost under the eye and most amanable ta
the contral cf île College authorities.

We are rejoiced ta believe abat the late fracas was
not sa had as jr was ai firsi represented, but 1115s
worse than absurd ta affa aat for a gaod white past
inatters bave been going on la every respect as île
hast friends of aur Provincial Collage coubd possibly
bave desireri; and it la juat as weli that tbis tact
should ho known and poadereri. It la ail very easy ta
repeat the old saw about old beads not beiîag casily
put apon young sboulders, anad about tht grand od
use andi wont cf riais and disarray, " town anad gown "
squabhlcs, wine parties and gcneral gaod toltowsisip,
being parts cf the jolly aid University lite which
bas been banded down almnost [rom time iriamemorlal,
and ivithout which ail would ho siale, fli, andr un-
profitable. But la the meantime ail this bas implieri
in cases beyonri number the irmetrievable wrecisage of
yoanz, lives, tisa bitter disappoiniment of fond bopes,
and the manufacture, flot of that grand indescribable
sometbing cabled Ilgentleman," but cf somoîhing ;ery
mach the reverse, as tiscsad experieace of manyboth
in tise past andi proscrit, bath la Onatario andr olsa-
wberc, can very unmistakably tesiify. WVhat we bave
sairi bas been with deep regret. If baareforth we shaIl
nover have occasion ta sptais of any of our Ontario
institutions et learning except la tera of thse strongest
andr mosr unfeigneri congratulation and praise, flance
will rejoice more than we shal Inibe meantime, for
yourag mon who, ougbt to know botter, loftily to dis-
miss tbe whale alieged grotinda of anxiaty anid saven
alarm, "las a packs of lies I la flot sa encouraging andi
satisfacîery as couiri ho desirari.

We retpet la ciosing wisat we said on first talcing
notice cf a state of tiirgs which bas long been talked
much of in private, that wé bave spokea of the matier
at ail %with the greatest possible reluctance, andi we
adri abat we shall ha rejoiced ahove meiasure if we
nover have ta speair cf it again, cxcept as that which
las enîimely andi forever passeri away.

AN addition ia belng hut ina rear of the Presby-
tariais rcburcla, VJallazaburg, whic-b, when completéd,
will add -iery muela ta the coavenience andi attractive-
nesas thereof. It is intenderi that the choir shali oc-
cupy a position in rear o! the palpit irasteari cf berag
crawded up Ite a corner as heretotore. A vestry as

iaisa hoirag hut for tise converaiece o! the pastor.
A FEv days aga ont cf *ie members cf the Preshy-

teian Church at IllytI calleri an the pastor, Rev. A.
McLean, andr landeri hlm Saoos, requesting laim ta
lave jr approprlatedi as tollows . To Dr. McKay's
Mission,$ $30, to île genoral Foreign M ission Fund,

$7. lThe history of this casa,' writes lit. McLean,
<lai worth relaiing, as it may ba a pracrical sermon ta
many in the Presbyterian Church. It as this: Tise
donor ba-v;ng a mambor of > cars aga resolveri ta ah-
stain tram, île use of tohacco, andi ta davate tha amount
spoat ycarly to the cause cf missions, cames naw for-
ward ta carry -out this part cf bais resolatian. As the
sai savad 'was net sent away each year, but ailowed
ta accumulai;, it is new beirag sent of" ciet
tram, tht tima n-han tise rasolution wa:à first actori on.
Vemy liisely thare is mare ta fahlow. Why dores mat
aur Church taise a firinar stand agains, tii sinfal
waste, tbis lealth-impaWaig, man.destrnvine ristomt?
If ail car mcaib=i of the Presbytemian Church n-ho
arc la tht habit of usirag ««thc wecri" would fallowr tle
exampie of my excellent friand above reter-ed ta,
would the appeals for missionaries front tise North-
WVest andi tram. the. tarigu field le made la vain, as
thcy non- to a consldesblc cmttit are, bccaust cf the:
lacis of ud?


