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of. They will leavns where there is a de.
mand for Inbour, and what is tho class of
Inbour requited, and they will learn the
charneter of the work done by foreign
workman, wud the kind of mon with
whom they may be oxpected to competo
in the markets of the world,

THR RENGLISIT AND THE BELOIAN LA-
ROURER.

The working man here is neither high-
Iy puid nor fed, amd porhaps theso two
canses, combined with the chenpuess of
spivitwous liguors, may contribute in &
measurs to keep him in a position of in-
feriority in comparison with the Euglish
avtisnn,  Itappeats nstonishing, however,
that « workmun should, despite these
drawbucks, not only muintaiu himselt and
family decemly, but even suve woney,
and occasivmnlly buy the cottage he lives
in out of his suvings. Yet such is the
fact, and the seeret scems to lioin the
habits of strict economy and thrift prac.
tised by the artisan. In this country,
too, e marries much luter in lifo than
the English workman, and,ufter marringe,
his wife and children are expected to con-
tribute their share in gaining a livelihood.

Provisious, agnin, are procured in the
cheapest possible manner. The artisan
in most cases, particolurly if he lives in
the suburbs of the town, hires a piece of
land ut about 1s. per Flemish rood, equal
to about 400 aquare feat; this he plants
with the swall potatoes remaining over
fram the previous year's supply, increased
by the purchasc of a fow additional sets;
wud though it might be supposed that the
smullniss of the scts would yield only
s0TTy results, yet by dint of hand labour
in the mornings and evenings, bv the
artisan, himself. and his fawily, and by
the judicious applicition of liquid manure
from the tank-—withoue which no work-
ing man's establishment is complete—a
fair crop is ohtained, sufficient in quanti-
ty for the use of the family during the
winter. It not uncommonly happens
that he has « surpius, the sale of which
realises enough to pay his house-rent.
He also obtaius a second crop of vegeta-
ables from the ground, and it is no exag-
geraticn to say that he does uot allow an
tnch of his mininture furm to remain uun-
productive.

Thus the Belgian artisan manages to
live, and xhonglﬁus pay and his food are
inferior to those of the English work-
man, yet his life is, in some respects, a
legs laborious one; his wauts are tew,
and those wants are easily satisfied.

BELGIAX WOREMEN'S DECORATIONS.

The word * decoration” does not at
once convey to the Euglish reader the
idea implied by the same word in French,
and yet it is not easy otherwise to de-
scribe the badge of distinction (worn ex-
ternally like the star of an order of
kuighthood), which was instituted in Bel-

gitm in the year 1847 as a speeind mode

of rowarding <kilful and meritorions artis §

sans,  According to the Roynl Deerco
establishing this jutustrini order, us it
might be termed (+ Décoration ouvridre™)
it wus intended to be exclusively coufers
red upon workmen and artizans “of re-
cognised abiliy aud ireepronchinble cons
duet,” but subsequent decrees oxtended
its use to porsous emplosed in ngricultu.
ral prvsuite, und fu the tisheries, the or-
der being divided iuto two clusses, the
firat imited to 500, the secound to 1,200
persons. ‘Those who liave obtained this
honourable distinction are eutitted to
wear the * decorntion” nttached by o tri

colonr ribhon (the nationul* colours) on
the Joft breast. It consists in an oblong
bndgeo of elegant workmanship of goll tor
the first cluss, and silver for the second,
relioved by & horder of blue enamel ard
surmounted by acrown, and forms, at-
meched to ita ribbon, a handsome orna-
mont. It is accompanied by an artistical-
ly engraved diploma, sctting forth the
nnme, oceapation, anl qualifications of
the recipent, tho ssme heing usually
feamed and huug in & conspicuous pluce
in the artisan’s dwelling,  These decora-
twous, which are greatly prized by work.
iug men, have hnd the two-fold effect of
exciting as a stimulus to exertion ou ths
part of the artisaus aud of benefiting the
masters by inducing yood workmen to ve-
umin steadily in the snme employ, thedis-
tinction boing generally grauted own the
recommendation of the employers, and
being looked upon as & reward for long
aund faithfu) services, as well as for good
conduct and approved ability. The way
in which they are usually obtained is the
following : the employor or master ad-
dresses a request to the municipal autlio-
rities. enumerating the particular cluims
of the candidate. The application, if
favourably entertained at the Town Hall,
is then transmitted to the Commissary of
Police of the district in which the actisan
resiles, for his support as to the character
and conduct of the applicant.  Both must
be excellent to afford a chanco of success,
one of the conditions invariably tusisted
upen being that ¢he children of the clnim-
ant regularly attend school. After un-
dergoing this ordeal the application is
submitted to the Minister of the Interior,
upon whose recommendation the decora-
tion is conferred by a special decree
signed by the Kiung.

Thae following is a list and deseription
of the working men who have recently
recrived the decoration of the second cluss
extracted from the “ Précurseur” news-
paper of the 28th of September, 1870 ;*

£. Jucobr, unmarried, 53 years of age,
carpenter, bas be-n for over forty vears
in the employ of 3. Bex, timber merch-

* The firet class medal is, as a rule, conferred on-
Iy upoa those who have previously obtained the
m’ ‘d d“ ~ .

ant and contractor, =% Antwerp, Heisn
very able workwuun, aud has shown speci-
nl skill in the construcetion of doors, win-
dow frames, aud wooldswo k generally.

C. Vun Qitel, married, 62 years old,
corpentar.  Vun Offel has beon also for
thirty-uine years in the employ of M.
Bex, aud is innodegroo inferior to Jucobs
i point of ability and conduct.

A. Moreels, warried, aged 44, working
Joweller.  Morecls has been coustautly
ewployed in the workshop of M. Dande-
loye, jowellor, at Auntwerp, where ho
sorved lis appronticeship,  He hias been
foroman to the estublishment for over
twenty years to the outire satisfaction of
hils employer, who is lappy to testify to
the ability and good conduct of his assis-
tunt,

1L Plato, widowar,. aged 41, cabinet-
wnker.  Plate has been for twonty-five
yeurs, in the eatablishiment of M. Colpyn,
and hug, wcording to the declaration of
his employer, shown particular skill and
taste in the ornamental brauches of the
trade. o is highly inventive and intel-
ligent ns u workmun, und is of irreproach-
able character.

J. Coustenople, warried, 55 years of
age, wattrass-akor. Coustenople hns
been employed sinco 1837 by the Com-
pany for constructing beds for the arny,
He is a zealous, able, and well-conducted
workman.

STATE OF LABOUR IN CHARENTE.

The workiug classes generally in the
Charente Iuférieure are in comlortable
circumstances ; poverty,accompanied with
distress, is almost unknown amongst
them; where it does exist it is usually
traceable either to the fault of the indi-
viduul or to his mis’ortunes, such as long
illness 3 it warely, except in cases of
wmarked improvidence, arises from inabi-
lity to obtnin employment and remune-
rative wages. ‘The artisans and work-
men are, us arule, honest, steady, provi-
dent, and remarkably abstemious and
sober; and this observation applies with
equal force to the workpeople of both
sexcs.

‘I'here is an absence of that strong se-
paration between clusses which exisis in
England and in various other countries;
and this levelling upveards of the differ-
ent classes, whilst it may have the eflect
of depressing in sentimens and character
those of higher rank, has a perceptible
iufluence in givinrg to the lower classes
au independeuce of character aud amouut
of gelf-reliance which, though not without
draw-backs, raises them in the social
'scale, and by the coufidence it creates,
materially assists their efforts to better
thair position. It i thus that, in most
branches of ewploywent, it is rather the
cmployed than the employer who regu-
lates the rates’of wages; sometimes the
employed cousiders that he is conferring,



