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of science upon many irriportant p)oints.
Hol florcsaw the greatniess of Anierica,
t1nd bis Es-say is so striking that I lîav-i
extritcted the following passagles as
speciniens of bis polîtical reîîscîin-

l Aeti are apt to m2ieasuire national
prospority by riches. [t w"ould beo

rgtr(sic) to mieasuire it by the use
that is made of thein. Where they
promiote an hionest commerce aniong
nien, and( aire motives to iiidistry and
vîrtule, tlîey are, without doubt, of
great advantage ; but wvbere they are
inade (as too of ten happons) an instru-
mient to luur, bhey enervate andl
(tiSpiit, the- bravcst people.....
The truthi i, o111- sym)ptoins are so bad
that, notwithstanding ail the carp anO.
vigilittce of the legistature, it is to be
feared the, final period of our State
approachies . . . . . whether it be iii
the- order of thîngs> that civil States
sbIoxild have, like natural produets,
their periocis of growth, perfection,

adedcay ; or whiether it ho ant effect,
as seerns more probable, of bumari
folly that, as induistry produces wvealth,
so wealth should produce, vice, andl
vice muin. God grant the timue be not
near wvben mon shall say " lThis is-
lnd was once inhabited by a religious,
brave, sincere people, of plain, uncor-
rupt maanners, respecting iinbred wvorth
rather than tities and appearances,
assertors of liberty, loyers of their
country, jealous of thieir own rigbts,
and unwilling to infringe the riglits
of others ; imiprovers of learning and
useful arts, enemies of luxury, tender
of other men's lives, and prodigal
of their own. Sucli were our ances-
tors during their rise and greatness ;
but they degenerated, grew servile
flatterers of meni in powver, adopted
epicurean notions, became vouaI, cor-
mupt, injurions, which drewv upon theni
the liatred of God and man, and oc-
casioned tîjeir final muin."'

Whatever mnay be England's future
as a nation, ber bistorical position %vns
sectired long ago, by the extent of lier
colonies, and by the fact that the Eng-
lish language is spoken not only .by

S cobland, but by a vast p)roportion of
those upon wvhom presumably depends
the 'vorld's future. And w~itlî the
extension of EnglaIe-nd's sway over dif-
ferent lparts of the globe bias been in-
tim ate ly connected" lier commercial
greatniesq. W-3 have seen that Bacon
associates commerce wvit.h the decline
of a nation, a view to which lie wvas
probably led by analogies derived fromn
the past. England, as the berald of
the future, wvas drawvn froîin the ear-
liest tinies to, take a leading part ini
trade. There are indeed twve ideals
that bave been present to the minds
of the Englishi, at different titues.
ihere is the ideal of a nation meddling,
as littie as p)ossible in continental af -
fairs but turning lier energies to inter-
nai reform and to trade-the ideal of
Edwvardl I, of Henry VII, of Eliza-
bethi ia lier earlier days, of James I,
of WTalpole, of Peel, and of Gladstone.
Or again, there lias been the ideal of a
nation, the uimpire of the -vorld, the
arbiter of continental disputes, yet
ever ready to figlit in everybody else's
quarrel-the ideal of Erdward 111i, of
HIenry V, of Wolsey, of the inter
Elizabeth, of Cromwell, of Chatham,
of Palmerston, and of Beaconsfleld.
Wliile Bngland was united and others
disunited, wvhile she was strong and
they wveak ; while she wvas a trading
nation and they careless of trade, it
wvas possible for lier to adopt the latter
policy for a time, and thon again to
retire wvith, dignity to the former pol-
icy until lier strength 'vas restored for
another iigbt. It is now possible
no lono'er." 1 Our spocial work in
Europe,' writes Mr. W. R. Grog,* 1 'is
noarly don,-quite perhaps, so faras,
we couild act in it with effhcacy....
Lt niay be quostîoned, whether our
interposition in continental rffairs is
any longer neoded. lIt may be ques-
tioiied, aiso, Nvhether, if needed, it
could be rendered with effect.' And lie
accordingly counsels retiremient f£rom
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