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ats the mode of attack cliaxîfres ,; andl theî iiniiier (if vin<lication wvill
l>eý 1-)dfid Y the c0nlitiols to lw, mlet by Clîristiamit~y froi tiliu
t4) tMie. On this accoulit the questionm <iseusse<1 in tis papur wviI1

awys bu at pertinent ()nu(. As niew objecfimîs are raise<l, anîd as
hresli <tîfhculties cIwgthe Chiristian apolc>gte wvil1 fiîîdl new work
t.o do>. li tis r'espect, Ap)ologertics, dif$ýrs very iuch froi Soilie
<theri duj>artim-ints of sacreci liiii(îr'1<> .,ive tlie scoaîîu of tis paper soDie dehiuesi viib le(
sary, to, lîmnit the view we tak-e of the su])ject before us. *Wec shahil
confine our observationm chielly to tlit last tiveh'u or fiften yuars,
idc we sliah endceavour t> iauswer the~ questio>n :XVhat is ]iuw ix>

Apologeties during this periodl ? WuT mnay pur'ae ou* eiiquiry alocg
various huies. Perhaps we mnay find our p)urpose, best servui L'y
COU.Sideig what is iiew iii the.~ir1 in the mell/wd, ini the ?,tb'l-
rifils, audli iii the resiii1s of Ap.o1oguticaI study during tVu perid
just uiauxed. In 110 case can WvC go- juto details at anly leilgth - very
greneral outiines muiust.suflice.

-rsSPIRIIT.

Th'ie sprtof Apologetic discussion changes fromn agre to age. fi
11ariy tinies it wws very bitter. TheI attacks umade on the Christiami
faith were t.he echioes of the persecutiomîs. The~ lefencesq werc the
l)I')<iIct of the tight for life. In later tiixaus -%vulind Englii Deisixn,
*a11d French Atlieisiii, each witil its peculiar spirit. The, formîer
soughlt to appear respectable, and claiimed a place lu g,-ood societv.
'l'lie latter -was generally polite, but often profane. Many of the
ApologYistsý of this ajge werc struing anui capable in their defencvs.
Th'le umine wbich Butler opexîed lias been successfully workedl evven
toç the present dety, and it is by no ineans yet exliaust-ed.

]Juring the present century the risc of rationalism in varied foraiis
ini Gerinany anmd elscwhiere, bas miot unfrequently transformevd t'le

wvok of the Polemulie into that of the Apologete. Varios tmeormc*sscieutifie, piilosophiical], and critical, werc set forth l'y men within
the, Christian Clitrcl. h~Iuch seemued to lie rcally surbversive, of the
unique nature and essential character of the Cliristiiin systemu. The
g1eneral spirit, of this controversy was timat of patient scho]arship,
m'inglcd oftentimcs with grett boldness of speculi.tion. Tlc super-
iatural was generally ignorcd.

During the last, decade, so far as the conflict in the intellectual


