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A Snow Parable.

SorrLy falls the anow and slowly, slowly,
O'er the sohitudo of wold and hill ;

Winda are breathing desolate and lowly
Whore thie woearied workd is lying still,

Like & cloak of pardon and remission
TFalls the snow on city, den and streot -

Tinblem of the contrite hoart's condition,
Earnest of forgiving love complate.

Where the sin and sadnoss are unsleoping
Lies a purity which is nob theirs;
Thro' the night there comos a sound
weeping,
Thro' the night there comos a voice
prayers,

of

of

All the dismal blackness of the city
Lies enshronded with a perfect white:
QGod in wonderful eternal plty
Sends His snowy message through the
night.

Turn, O hungry souls that tire of sinning,
Take the peace which sarth can never
give !
Leave the by-gone for a new beginning,
Leave the dresriness of death, and live,

Softly falls the snow and slowly, slowly,
O'er the solitude of street and nart:
Hear, O Father! Thou art holy—
Lap its whiteneas on the sinner’s heart.

LESSON NOTES.
FIRST QUARTER.
STUDIES IN LUKE.

AD. 27) LESSON XI.  [March 16
THE DRAUGHT OF ¥ISHXS.
Luke 5. 1-11.

Memory verses, b-11,

GorpeN TrexT.

Fear not; from henceforth thou shalt
oatch men, —Lake 5. 10,

Tiux.—A.D. 27. .

Prace.—The Lake of Gennesaret,

CoxxroriNg Lixxs, —This incident occurs
not long after the events in the previous
leason, e peopl. iy

ExpLANATIONS, — 7' e pressed upon
Aim~—He stood with hifegack to the lake,
and the conuhntly increasing crowd pressed
him to the water’s edge., 7'he Luake of Qen-
nesaret—Also called the Sea of Galilee and
the Lake of Tiberius—a beautiful sheet of
water in the northern part of Palestine.
On its waves, and around its margin, many
of the most wonderful works and words of
Jesus were wrought and spoken. 7'wo ships
—What we would call v,  Washing
their nets—Clearing them of tangled sea-
weeds. Prayed him—Asked him.  Thrust
out « little—Pushed out a short distance, so
as to be rid of the crowd of people, Left
Wm—\Vhen his sermon was closed,

unch out—Row or sail, Into the deep—
Far from shors, A draught—A catch.
Toiled all the night—2eter had been dis-
couraged ; but whate : Jesus suggested,
he was ready to do, Depart from me—
Peter does not mean, *“ I do not desire your
company ;* he rather means, “I dread to
be near One so holy aud so powerful.”
Thou shalt catch men—He was no longer to
be & mere fisherman; & great future was
dawning. Forsook all—Left their business
and their families, and, without counting
the cost, became Christ’s followers.

QuxsrioNs yoR HoMe Stopy,

1. The Teacher, vs. 1-3.
For what purpose did the people seek
Jesus?
Where did the crowd gather about him ?
What was uear by that belonged to fisher-
men ?
What were the fishermen doing?
What request did Jesus inake of Simon ?
What did Jesus then do?
What is said about Jesus as a teacher?
M“tt" 7- 29.
2, The Miracle, vs. 4-7.
When through teaching, what did he say
- to Simon?
Of what failure did Simon tell?
What reason did he give for trying again?
Whitulxppened when tho net was low-
orad?

e, et e e

Upon whom did the fisliersnen eall for
help?

What afwwa that they caught many fish ?

What did his miracles prove about Jesus ?
John 3. 2.

3. The Disciple.;, vs, 8-11,

YVhat did Simon at once do and say?

Why did he so speak and act?

What other disciples were also astonished?

What promise did Jesus make to Simon?
{GGoldon Toxt.)

What did tho disciples do when they
cams ashore ?

Have you forsaken all for Chrlst’s sako ?

Tue Lusson CATKOHISM,

1, What did Jesus now do? ¢ Out of Pe-
ter's boat he preached to the people on the
shore.” 2. What did ho afterward tell Peter
to do? ¢*To sail out, and to begin to fish.”
8. What did Peter tell him they had done?
‘Toiled all night, and taken uothing.”
4. What did they gather? ** An astonishing
number of fishes,” 5. What was the effect on
Peter? *¢Jesus' power made him feel his
own weakneas and sin,”

DoorrINAL SugarstioN.—The divine call
to the ministry,

CATEOHISM QUESTION,

15. How wus the Redeemer conseorated ?

The Holy Ghost, who was signified by
the anointing oil, descended upon him.

And Jesus, when he was baptized, went
up straightway out of the water: and, lo,
the heavens were opened wnto him, and he
saw the Sfirit of God descending like a
dove, and lighting upon him, —Matt. 3. 16,

LESSON XII
CHRIST FORGIVING SIN.
Luke 5. 17-26. Memory verses, 24-26,
GoLoxN TexT,

Who can forgive sins, but God alone 2—
Luke 5. 21.

Time.—27 A D,

Prace,—Capernaum,

CoNNEcTING LiNks.—The exact order of
the miracles performod in the first year of
Christ’s ministry it is not easy to give; but
we are to understand that the miracla here
narrated followed closely on the remarkable
scenes which we have studied during the
last three or four weeks.

ExprANATIONS,—A8 he was teaching—In
a private house, probably in an upper room.
Among those present were some learned
men and many of the common people, 7'he
poiver of the Lord was present (o heal—Thin
means that Jesus frequently interrupted his
own discourse to heal some ot the pitiable
persous presented to him. In a bed—A.
pallet, or rug, or mat. In the East there
are no beds like ours, Taken with a Palsy
—Smitten with paralysis. Went upon the
housetop—This might easily be done. Roofs
areliat in that country; some having a stair-
way from bottom to top of the outside wall,
Others are built on sloping hillsides, and one
end of the reof is not-infrequently on alevel
with the street above,
It is not plain precisely. what the friends of
this man did. They either opened a con-
necting trap-door, or removed theawning of
the court around-which thoe house was built,
or made an opening through the flat.house-
top by breaking up the tiles. If Jesus was
in the court, the second id the probable way;
4f in an upper room, either of the others.
Speaketh blasphemies—Utters words which
are direct profanations of God’s holiness,
Take up thy couch—2 “couch” was easily
rolled up and carried.

Quxsrions ¥or HoMxk Stupy,
1. Thi Power of the Lord, vs. 17-21,
What le:srned men attended Jesus' teach-
ing?
From \5hut ;{}aces did they come ?
What great lessinicame to the people ?
W), sufforer was rou%ht to Jesus?
What hinderances were in the way of the
sick man ?
How did his friends get him before Jeaue?
What did Jesus say to the sick man?
When did he thus speak ?
What did the Pharisees say about Jesus?
Whu}z‘ about forgiving sins? (Golden
Text.)

2. The Gruace of the Lord, vs, 22-286.
Who knew the thoughts of the Pharisees?
What did he ask about them?
What did he ask about Jorgiving sing?
By what title did he refer to himself?
hat did he wish the Phavisees to know ?

A.D. 27] [March 23

HOME AND SBSCHOOL.

Through the tiling— "

What commaud did he give to the siok
man?

What did the man do?

How wero thu people affected by the
miraclo?

‘Wihat did they say ?

Ty Lusson CaTromiss

1. Who wurein the crowd about Jesus?
* Phurisces and decturs of the law,” 2,
What unusual inoddent oceurred? A
palsiecd man was lot down through the
voof.” 8. What did Christ do for him?
“ Forgave his sins.” 4, \Vhat did the
Phavisces say?  *“They complained that
this was blaspliemy.” 6. how did Jesus
prove his power?! ¢ By curing the sick
man,” 6. How wero the people affected?
“They were amazed and glorified God ?

DodrriNAL SudeksTioN, — Tho forgive-
ness of sins.

CATEOHISIT QUESTION,

16, To what offices was our Lord conse-
crated?

To be a Prophet, a Priest, and & King.

Moses indeed said, A Prophet shall the
Lourd God raise up unto you from among
your brethren, like unto me; to him shall
ye hearken i all things whatsoever he shall
speak unto you.--Acts 3, 22,

Thou art & Priest forever after the order
of Melchizedek.,—Hebrews 6. 6,

The Little Sower.

Brssie had got a present of a new
book, and she engerly opened it to
look at the first picture. It was the
picture of & boy sitting by the side of
a stream, and throwing seeds into the
water.

“I wonder what this picture is
about,” said she, * Why does the boy
throw seeds into the water$”

“Oh! I know,” said her brother Ed-
ward, who had been looking at the
book ; “ he is sowing the sdeds of water
lilies,” )

“But how small the seeds look!”
said Bessie, ‘It seems strange that
such large piants should grow from
such little things.”

“You are sowing such tiny seeds
every day, Bessie, and they will come
up, large, strong plants after a while,”
said her father.

“Qh, no! father; I have not plant-
ed any seeds for a long while.”

“I have seen my daughter sow a
number of seeds to-day.”

Bessie looked puzzled, and her father
smiled and said, * Yes, I have watched
you planting flowers, and seeds and
weeds to day.”

“ Now I know that you are joking,
for T would net plant ugly weeds.”

“I will tell you what I mean—
When you laid aside that intevesting
book, and attended to what your
mother wished done, you were sowing
seeds of kindness and love.—When
you brcke the dish that you knew your
mother valued, and came instantly
and told her, you were sowing seeds of
trath.—When you took the cup of
water to the poor wonman at the gate,
you were sowing the seeds of mercy.
These are all beautiful flowers, Bessie,
But I hope my little girl has been
planting the great tree of ‘love of God,’
and that she will tend and watch it,
until its branches reach the skies and
meet before His throne.”

“ And what of the weeds, father 1" |

“When you were impatient with
baby, you were sowing the seeds of ill
temper. When you wailed some time
after your mother called, you sowed’
disobedience and selfishness, These
are all noxious weeds, Pull them up.
Do not let them grow in your gar-

den.”

A complets line of Bpworth Leagus
Rocommended Readings in the different
courses now in stock, and will bo shipped
promptly as ordered. Epworth Leaguo
Badges and Ribbons ordorsd and will
soon be in atock,

Young People’s Prayer-mesting
Topics from Junnary to July, veady; 25
conts por hundred,

Epworth Leafiets, Nos. 1,2, 3, ready ; 6
cents per dozon, Samplos free.
For goods write  Wirntam Briaas,
Methodiat Publishing house, 'Loronto,
For sample Epworth Leafiets, writo
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Sunday-School Lesson Helps
FREE!

Schools not now taking our Lasson Helps
—38. S, Bunner, Pleasant Hours, Home and
School, Berean Leaves, ete.~and unable to
pay for them wholly or in part, will receive
grants of these helps Firer for three months,
or longer if necessary, as funds of the Sun.
day-school Aid and Exteusior Society will
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Schools able to pay only part of cost of
these Lesson Helps will recoive freo grants
proportionate to their needs,
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Rxv. W. H., Wrrizrow,
8Sec. 8. 8. Board.
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Dr. Pentecost’s Commentary on the 8. S.
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Invaluable for Teachers,
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12mo. Paper
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