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Resurrection.
[The following beautiful Easter poem was written by

Mary A. Lathbury, and published in the Sunday School
Journal several years ago:]

I WAs a corn of wheat
That fell in the ground-

Out in the sunlight sweet,
Out of the sound

Of human voices and the song of birds,
Yet in the damp and death I heard the words,
Once spoken in the dark, and now more plain,

"«Ye must be born again."

"O Earth, Earth, hear 1 " I cried,
"The voice of the Lord!1

Open your prison wide-
Fulfil his word !"

But denser, darker, round me closed the earth
It was a day of death, and not of birth;
And crushing human feet passed o'er the sod

That shut me ont froin God.

There was no way-no choice-
No night-no day-

No knowledge--no device-
Only decay 1

Yet at my heart a little flickering life
Remembered God, and ceased its useless strife;
Remembered the command it could not keep,

And fell asleep.

When life began to dawn,
The song of a lark,

With a subtile sense of norn,
Fel through my dark,

And tender sounds of happy.growing things,
Or the soft stirring of a chrysalis' wings,
Thrilled all the under world, sunless and diIn,

With an Easter hymn!

Then the great sun leaned low
And kissed the sod.

Ah!1 what was I, to know
The touch of God 1

The dumb earth melted at his voice, and I
Stood face to face with him beneath his sky,
And all around-within-below-above-

Was life and love.

Facts Concerning Easter.
BY GEOFFREY WILLISTON CHRIsTINE.

VERY few people, even anong devout Christians,
can give any accurate account of the origin of the
Easter festival, or can tell why it occurs on a dif-
ferent day each year, and how that day is deter-
mined. Its name, like those of the days of the
week, is a survival of the old Teutonic mythology.
To the Germans it was known as Ostern, and to
the Anglo-Saxon as Eastre, or Eostre, a naine
derived from Eostre or Ostara, the Anglo-Saxon

goddess of Spring, to whom the fourth nonth,
answering to our April, thence called Eostur
monath, was dedicated. The naine of the goddess
comes from the Saxon oster, to rise.

To the French, Easter .is known as Paques ; to
the Italians, as Pasqua; and.to the Spanish, as
Pascua-all of which are derived from the Latin
Pascha and the Greek Parxa, which are Chaldee or
Arnanian forms of the Hebrew word Pesacli,
signifying the "Passover," by which was meant
the passing over of- the houses of the children of
Israel in Egypt by the destroying angel when he
nsote the Egyptians, coimimem.orated by the great

annual feast so often spoken of in the Scriptures as
the Feast of the Passover.

Easter, which from its earliest day lias been
styled the " Queen of Festivals," was the perpetua-
tion of this feast by the first Christians, who, from
their close connection with the Jewish Church,
náturally continued to observe the Jewish festivals.
Thus the Passover, ennobied by the thought of
Christ, the true Paschal Sacrificial Lamb-the firat
fruits f rom the dead-became the Christian Easter.

But there quickly sprang up between Christians
of Jewish a.nd Gentil. descent, a long-continued

and bitter controversy as to the proper time for
the observance of this festival. The former in-
sisted that Leut should terminate at the saie tim
a§ the Paschal fast of the Jews, to which it was
analogous on the fourteenth day of thei oon, and
that Easter should immediately follow, without re-
gard to the day of the week. Gentile Christians,
on the contrary, maintained that the first day of
the week should be observed as that of our Lord's
resurrection, and that the precedinsg Friday should
be kept as the occasion of bis crucifixion, without
regard to the day of the month. By reason of
their observance of the fourteenth day of the moon,
the former class were derisively styled "Quarto-
decimani," or fourteen-day men, by the latter, who
also stigmatized them as heretics.

It was the Clhurch of Rome that gradually har-
nonized these differences. The Council of Nicea,
called by the Enperor Constantine, A.D. 325, partly
to settle this controversy, finally agreed that
" Easter shall hereafter be kept on one and the
same day throughout the world, and none shall
hereafter follow the blindness of the Jews."

It was also the Church at Rome which estab-
lislhed the rule that the day for the celebration of
our Lord's resurrection should be the first Sunday
after the fourteenth day of the calendar moon,
which ihappens on or next after March 21-the
vernal equinox-thus allowing it to occur as early
as March 22, or as late as April 25. This old
Roians rule is still observed throughout ithe Chris-
tian world thiough as the churches of Russia anîd
Greece, and indeed the Oriental churches generally,
still observe the old Julian calendar inistead of the
more modern Gregorian one, their Easter occurs
sometines before and sometimnes after that of the
Western Clhurch-thoughî very rarely-as in 1865
it falls upon the saine day.

Easter custons, sports, and superstitions affbrd
a wide field of interest. While naiy of tlseii have
existed abnsost from the first celebration of this
festival, and are found amtiong Christians of all
nationalities, there are others which are peculiar to
peoples anid places. In the niddle districts of
Ireland there is a siperstitionî that the sun dances
in the heavens on Easter imsornsing. About eighît
or niine o'clock of the previous evening, called

"Ioly Saturday," the wives of prosperous farmners
place many a fat heu aind choice piece of juicy
bacon in the faniiy pot, and woe betide the luck-
less wiglht who ventures to taste before cock crow.
At mnidnight, amîonig universal expressions of joy,
there are heard loud cries of "Out with the Lent !"
Then, after a short period of merriment, the house-
hold retires to rest, rising again by four o'clock in
the morning, "to see the sun dance." Nor is this
superstition confined to the lower or niddle classes,
for I have been assured by persons of wealth and
culture thsat they have repeatedly seen the sun
dance on Easter morning.

The use of flowers to decorate churches at Easter
has been in vogue from tine inmmsenorial, and they
were originally intended as direct enblems of the
resurrection, having risen in the spring from the
earth in which, during the severe winter, they seem
to have been buried.

There is an old superstition, that unless some
new article of dress is worn on Easter, misfortune
will be sure to follow throughout the year, as stated
by the following couplet inI "IPoor Robin's Alma-
nac":

" At Easter let your clothes be new,
Or else be sure you wvill it rue."

An old English nanse for Easter was "God's
Sunday." In Twickenham, England, i twas long
casamary te divide two large cakes among the
young people ini the. parish church ; but, i 1645,

it was dhrected by Act of Parlianent that thenc&
forward there should be bought, in lieu of the
cakes, loaves of bread for the parish poor, and for
nany years it was custonary to throw these loaves
from the church tower, to be scranibled for by the
poor children on the Tlhursday following Easter.

Among the peasantry of Spain it is the custO0e
to choose an Easter King; and a good story is
told of Charles the Fifth, that, during one of his
journeys, lie encountered one of these royal person-
ages with a tin crown upon his head and a spit il
his hand for a sceptre. Wholly ignorant of the
real king's rank, the peasant ordered him, rather
roughly, to take off his hat to the King of the
Easter!

" Your Majesty," said the Prince, uncovering'
with a profound obeisance, "if you find royalty -
troublesome as I do, you will soon be glad to ab-
dicate."

Abstinence from meat on Easter Sunday will, 1t
is said, avert fevers during the ensuing year.
certain parts of England, the first dish brought to
the table on that day is a red herring, fashioled
by the cook after the likeness of a man riding 0
horseback. A piece of bacon is then eaten to shoe
abhorrence to Judaism. The usual Easter morniflg
salutation anong the primitive Christians Was
"Christ is risen," ý-o which the response was, "4Ifl
is risen indeed," or else, "And bath appeared unto
Simon."

Parish clerks in the counties of Dorset and
Devon leave, as an Easter offering, at the house 0'
every parishioner, imnediately after the church
service on Good Friday, a large and a small whit
cake, having a ninîgled sweet and bitter taste. Thio
is evidently a survival of the "bitter herba "0'
the Passion Supper.

The oldest, mnost familiar, and most universal 0'
all Easter customs, are those associated with eggs'
Hlundreds of years before Christ, eggs held an ir'
portant place in the theology and philosophy of th"
Egyptianîs, Persians, Gauls, Greeks, and Romans'
among all of whom an egg was the emblem of the
universe, while the art of colouring it was pr-
foundly studied. The sight of street boys strikii4

their rival eggs together to see whicih is the stroniger
and shall win the other, was as conmmon in the
streets of Roime and Athens two thousand year5

ago, if we are to believe antiquarians, as it is io
any of our Ainerican cities to-day. These egge'
now called Easter eggs, were originally called
"Pasche eggs," corrupted to "Paste eggs," be-
cause connlected with the Paschal, or Passover
Feast.

One reason for associating an egg with the dal
on which our Saviour arose from the dead, nil
be that the little chick, entombed so to speakIl'
the egg, and rising from it into life, was regarded
as typical of an ascension from the grave.

An old Nortli-of-England custom is the e
changing of Easter eggs as presents, to whioh
usage the sending of cards and other Easter offer
ings, of late years so much in vogue in this countrl'
may be traced. It is also customary in England'
northern counties, to elaborately "engrave" Easter
eggs, by scraping off the dye with a penknife, th"$
leaving the design in white upon a coloured ground·
The full name of the decorator, and the date of hi
or her birth, are often recorded in this mariOfi
and these eggs, preserved as mantel ornamentS for
generations, present as reliable evidence of datel
the recorda of a family Bible.

AT the Centenary of Sunday-achools in LondO0

in 1880, a speaker said he aaked a boy if his fatbe
waa a Christian. Thse boy replied:; " Yea, sir, h
a Christian, but ho doesn't do much at it."
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