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» And Jesus increased in wisdom and
stature and in favour with God and man.*

We marked one summer’s morning
Thelr helght upon the wall ;
First Grace, then little Alice,
Next Hal, who stood so tall.
“We've all grown.” sald Hal, proudly,
His brown eyes bright and clear ;
“It we keep on, | wonder
How tall we'll be next year.”

Said little Alice gently—
Her eyes were soft and blue—
“1 hope that we'll be growing
The way that Jesus grew.”
it chanced at prayvers that morning
This verse was hers to say :
“Jesus increased in wisdom
And stature day by day,

With God and man in favour."”
Dear Lorad, the lesson teach,
Thy meckness of behaviour,
The wisdom of thy speech ;
tiow as a child thou livedst,
Unselfish, gentle, true ;

Till all earth’s little children
Shall grow as Jesus grew.

THE BOY DISCIPLE.
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CHAPTER IIL

Early in the morning after the Sab-
bath, Joel was in his accustomed place
fn the market, waiting for his friend
Phineas. His uncle had given a gruft
assent, when he tim{dly asked his ap-
proval of the plan.

The good Rabbl Amos was much
pleased when he heard of the arrange-
ment. ‘““ Thou hast becn a faithful stu-
dent)” he said, kindly. “ Thou knowest
already more of the Law than many of
thy elders. Now it wil? do thee good to
learn the handicraft of Phineas. Re-
member, my son, ‘the balm was created
by God before the wound." Work, that is
as old as Eden, has been given us that we
might forget the afflictions of this life
that fleeth like a shadow. May the God
of thy fathers give thee peace "

With the 0id man's benediction repeat-
ing itself Jike & solemn refrain in ail his
thoughts, Joel atood smoothing the pigeon
iz bis arms, until Phineas had made his
daily purchases. Then they walked on
together in the coo) of the morming, to
the little white house under the fig-trees.
Phineas was surprised at his pupil’s pro-
gress. To be sure, the weak arms could
lift little, the slender hands could at-
tempt mo large tasks. But the pains-
taking care he bestowed on averything
he attempted, resulted in beautifully
finished work. If there was an extra
tfmooth polish to be put on some wood.
or a delicate plece of joinlng to do. Joel's
&;té fingers seemed exactly suited to the

Before the winter was over. he had
made many pretty little articles of furnt-
ture for Abigail's use.

“May T have these pieces of fine
%ood to use as I please ?" he asked of
Phincas, one day.

**All but that largest strip,” he an-
swered. “What are you going to make?”

" Something for Ruath’s birthday. She
will bo three years old in a few weeks,
Jesse mys, and I want to make some-
Ging fr har % phay with”

inquired Jesse. from under the work-
bench. * Let me see too."

‘““Oh, T didn’t know you were anywhere
near,” answered Joel, with a start of
alarm.

“Tell me " begeed Josse.

*“Well, it you will promise to keep her
out of the way while 1 am finishing it,
and never say a word shont ft—"

*1'11 promise,” satd the child, solemnly.
He had to clap his hand over his mouth
a great many times in the next few
weeks, to*keep his seernt from telling it-

great for him te pay for anything that
pleases his fancy. Why don‘t yon take
some up there, andd offer them for gale 2

*1 belleve 1 will,” sa d Joel, after con-
sidering the matter. “1'1} go Just as soon
as I.can get them made ™

Ruth spread many a little feast under
the fig-trees; but after the first birthday
banquet, Jesse was her only guest. Joel
was too busy making more dishes and
another little table, to partake of them

The whole familvy were interested in
his success, The day he went up to the

THX ‘‘S8HIP OF THR DESERT.”

self, and he watched admiringly while
Joel carved and polished and cut.

Qune of the neighbors had come in to
talk with Abigail the day he finished it.
and as the children were down an the
beach, playing in the sand. he teok it in
the house to show to the women. It was
a little table set with toy dishes. that he
had carved out of wood—nplates and cups
and platters, all complete.

The visitor held up her hands with an
exclamation of delicht. After taking up
each little highly polished dish to ad-
inire it separately, she sald, “I1 know
where you might get 2 great deal of
money for such work. There 1s a rich
Roman living near the garrisen, who

great house near the garrison to offer
them for sale, they waited anxfously for
his return.

“He's sold them ' He's sold them t”
cried Jesze, hopping from one fnot to the
other, as he saw Joel cominz dawn the
street empty-handed. Joel vwas hobbling
along as fast as he could his face beam-
ing.

*See how much mouey ' he cried, as
he opened his hand te show a shining
coin. stamped with the hexd of Caesar.
* And T have an order for twa ware. Tl
soon have a fortune ! The children Uked
the dishes so much atthough they had
the most beautiful tavg T ever s3-v. Thev
had {ma~es they called dolle, Some aof

The Way That Jesus Grew. “What are you golng to make her 2" spends money llke a lord. No price Istoo  them had white-k!d  fac~s, apd were

dressed as ried: - n8 queens. I wish Ruth
had one ™

*The 1 whids ** exelatmed Phineas.
“Have voo .orgolten that 1t 1n written,
‘*Thou shalt not make any ltkcness of
anything In the heavens adbove or the
carth bheneath, or the waters under
the earth*? She (a happy with
what she has, nnd pseds no strange Hols
of the heathen ta pltayr with™

Joel made no answer : but he thought
of the merry group of Roman children
seated around the lttle table ho had
made, and wished agaln that Ruth had
one of those gorgeously drossed dolls,

Skill and sgtrength  were not all he
gained by his winter's work: for some of
the bdbroad charity that made continual
summer in the heart of Phineas crept
{nto his own embittered nature. Yo grow
less suspiclous of tho. around him, and
smiles came more eastly now to his {aco
than scowls.

RBut the strong ambition of his lfe
never left him for an {nstant  To a!l the
rest of the world he mish he a friend |
to Rehum he could only e the most un-
forgiving of enemices.

The thought that had givea him most
pleasure when the wealthy iloman had
tossed him his first carninrs. was not
that his wark could bringz him money,
but that ths money could «pen the way
for hls revenge.

That thoight, like a dark undercurrent,
galned depth and force ns the days went
by. As he saw how much he conld dn tn
spite of his lameness, he thought of how
much more he might have accomplished,
i he had been like other bovs. It wasa
constant spur to his desire for revenge.

One day Phineas Iaid aside his tools
much carlier than usual, and without any
explanation to his wondering pupll, went
up into the town.

When he returned, he nodded to hlg
wife, who sat In the doorway soinning,
and who had looked up inquiringly as he
approached.

“Yes {t’s all arranged ™ he gald 1, her
Then he turned to Joel to ask. “ Dig you
ever ride aan 2 eamel my hoy ™

“No Rabh * answered the boy. 1n sur-
price waondrring what was coming next

“Well T have a day’s Journey to make
to the hills in Upper Galllen, A camel
earavan pasees near the place where nuy
business cal’s me, as it goes to Damasrua
T seek to accompany it for protection 1
roon foot but I have macte arrangements
for vou to ride one of the camels

“Oh, am I really to go, too ™ n<nad
Joel. in delighted astonlshment. - Oh,
Rabbt Phineas ' How did you ever think
of asking me 2"

“ You have not sremed entirely «nll, of
Iate’” was the ganswer “T1 thoucht the
chanze wonld do vyou mood T #.11 no-
thing abhout it before, for I had no on-
portunity to see your uncle un'l’ thin
afternoon: and 1 did not want to disap-
point vou, in case he refused his per-
mission.”

“And he really rays T may go *° de-
manded the hoy, eageriy.

* Yes, the caravan moves in tho morn-
ing. and wo will go with ¢,

There was Hitle more wark dowe that
dav  Joel wae so full of anticipa.iong of
hig journer that he acarcely knex whit
he wnas doing  Phineas was hurv with
preparations for the comfort of hix lttle
family during his absence. and went n-
to town agaln.

On his return he sremed strangely ex-
cited. Abigall, seelng something wan
amiss, watched him carefully, but asked

uestinng. He took a plece of timher
that had been lald away for some espectal
g&r&mse. and began sawing It Inlo small
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