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foreign invasion, and to attain the end speeificd
in Article No. 1. They engage for this purpose
to maintain, according to the necessities of the
war, as judged by mutual agreement, a sufficient
land and sea force, and whose description, num-
bers, and destination subsequent arrangements
shall determine as occasion avises.
“ ARTICLE 1IL

¢ Whatever event may happen in consequence
of the exccution of the present Convention, the
High Contracting Parties bind themselves not
to reccive any overture nor any proposition
tending to the cessation of hostilities, and not to
enter into_any arrangement with the Imperial
Court of Russia without having previously de-
liberated together.

‘“ ARTICLE IV,

¢ Animated by the desire of maintaining the
balance of power in Europe, and not pursuing any
interested end, they refuse beforchind to derive
any individual advantage from the events which
may happen.

‘“ ARTICLE Y.

“Their Majesties the Queen of the United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland and the
Emperor of the French will receive with pleasure
into their alliance, to co-operate to the proposed
end, those of the other powers of Burope who
may wish to enterit.

“ ARTICLE ViL

The vresent convention will be ratified, and the
ratifications will be exchanged at London in the
space of cight days.

“In pledge of which the respective Plenipo-
tentiaries have signed and sealed it.

“Given at London the 10th April, 1854,

*“ CLARENDOY,
“A. WaLEwsKL”

About the middle of March the first detach-
ment of the British fleet sailed for the Baltic,
their first place of destination being Wengold
Sound, and on the 27th war was formally declar-
ed by the Lord Chancellor’s reading her Majeaty’s
declaration.

DECLARATION.,

Itis with deep regret that her Majesty an-
nounces the failure of her anxious and pro
tracted endeavours to preserve for her people
and for Europe the blessings of peace.

The unprovoked aggression of the Emperor of
Russia against the Sublime Porte has been per-
sisted in with such disregard of conseguences,
that after the rejection by the Emperor of Russ-
aia of terms which the Emperor of Austria, the
Emperor of the French, and the King of Prussia,
a3 well as her Majesty, considercd just and cqni-
table, her Majesty is compelled by a s:nse of
what is due to the honour of her crown, to the
interests of her people, and to the independence
“of the States of Europe, to come forward in de-
fence of an aliy whose territory is invaded, and
whose dignity and indcpendence are assailed.

Her Majesty, in justification of the course she
is about to pursue, refers to the trinsactions in
which her Majesty bas been engaged.

_ The Emperor of Russia bad some cause of
€omplaint against the Sultan with reference to
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the settlement, which his Iighness had sanc-
tioned, of the conflicting claims of the Greek and
Latin Churches to a portion of the Ioly Places
of Jerusalem and its neighborhood. To the
complaint of the Emperor of Russia on this head
Jjustice was done; and her Majesty's Ambassador
at Constantinople had the satisfaction of prowmot-
ing an arrangement to which no exception was
taken by the Russian government.

But while the Russ:an government repeatedly
assured the government of her Majesty that the
misgion of Prince Menschikoff to Constantinople
was exclusively directed to the settlement of the
question of the Holy Places at Jecusalem, Prince
Menschikoff himself pressed upon the Porte other
demands of a far more serious and importang
character, the nature of which he, in the fivst in-
tance endeavoured, as far as possible, to con-
ceal from her Majesty’s Ambassador. And these
demands, thus studiously concealed, affecied not
the privileges of the Greek Church at Jerusa-
lem, but the privileges of the milliens of Turkish
gull)jccts in their relation to their sovereign the

altan,

These demands were rejected by the sponta-
tancous decision of the Sublime Porte.

Two assurances have been given to her Majesty
—one, that the mission of Prince Menschikoff
only regarded the loiy Places; the other, that
his mission would be of a conciliatory character.

In both respects her Majesty’s just expectations
were disappointed.

Demands were made which, in the opinion of
his majesty the Sultan, extended to the substitu-
tion of the Emperor of Russia’s authority for his
own over a large portion of his subjects: and
those demands were enforced by a threat; and
when her Majesty learned that, on announcing
the termination of his mission, Prince Menschikoff
declared that the refusal of his demands would
impose upon the Imperial government the neces-
sity of seeking a gurantee by its own power, her
Majesty thought proper that her flect should
leave Malta, and, in co-operation with that of his
majesty the Emperor of the French, take up its
station in the neighborhood of the Dardanelles.

So long as the negotiation bore an amicable
character her Majesty refrained from any demon-
stration of force. But when, in addition to the
assemblage of large military forces on the frontier
of Turkey, the Ambassador of Russia intimated
that serious consequences would ensue from the
refusal of the Sultan to comply with unwar-
rantable demands, her Majesty deemed it right,
in conjunction with the Emperor of the French,
to give an unquestionable proof of her determina-
tion to support the sovercign rights of the'Sultan.

The Russian government has maintained that
the determination of the Emperor to occupy the
Principalities was taken in consequence of the
advance of the flcets of England and France. But
the ménnce of the invasion of the Turkish terri-
tory was conveyed in Count Nesselrode’s note to
Reschid Pacha, of the 19th (31st) May, and re-
stated in his despatch to Baron Brunow, of tho
20th May (Ist Junc), which announced the deter-
wmination of the Emperor of Russia to order bis
troops to occupy the Principalities, if the Porte
did not within 2 week comply with the demands

of Russia,



