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after it had begun. The feeling of haughty
power did not then stimulate Great DBritain,
which followed the downfull of Napoleon. The
time for war was fortunate for us, our chance
of success was good, had cither the Govern-
ment or its agents in conunand made the
most of the opportunity.”

Inger<al winds up hislamentation by obsery-
ing that Dearborn “discouraged probadly by
militive Jisyffeetion, (when heshould with his
regular forces have established himself at
Isle aux Noix for the winter, at least threaten-
ing Montreal, if not making good his way there,
and Lolding it, and sich suceess would have
rallicd thousands to his standard), fell back
after a failure—the climax of our wmilitary
degradation.”

These remarks are doubtless very satisfac-
tory to subjects of the United States, but we
question whether they will be found cqually
convincing by those who have enquired into the
feclings which animated the Colonists at that
time, or, from study of history, are enabled to
judge of the determined resistance which a
body of men, united in heart and hand can
offer toan invading force. We, however, enter-
edso fully, in a previous chapter, on this sub-
Ject, that we think it unnceessary to dwell at
greater length on it, or to do more than re-
mind the reader that the failure of the attempts
at invasien “were mainly brought about
through the gallant resistance of the very
colony which was regarded by its invaders as
likely to prove an casy conquest, in conse-
quence of the disloyalty vainly imagined to
lutk inits heart.” Ingersol jastly observes,
< England was completely unprepared for the
war,” but we deny the conciusion he arrives
at from that circumstance, “that the conquest
of Canada was thercfore an casy one,” and
American failures only attributable to the waunt
of capacity in the commanders. We contend
that every incident of the war goes to disprove
this, the numerical superiority of the Ameri-
cans in point of numbers, was on all occasions
s0 great as fully to compensate for any alleged
inferiority of commanders. The solution of
tle question is to be found in the justice of
their cause.  This it was which nerved
Canad'an arms, and enabled them to over-
cone an invading force 80 immcasurably
saperid,

With the exception of a few hastily plarned

movements at Prescott,
" Qgdensburg and Eliza-

bethtown (now Brock-
ville,) no évent of importance occurred dwing
the first three months of 1813. There ave,
however, a few circumstances connected with
these demonstrations with which the reader
should not be left unacquainted, as one of
them in particular was made the peg on which
to hang the usual amount of misrcpresenta-
tion to be found in most American despatches.

Demonstrations
St. Lawrence.

The River St. Lawrence affords, in its irozen
state, during the carly part of the year, an
casy and =afe mode of transit from the Amer-
ican to the Canadian shores, and advantage
was takea of this by Capt. Forsythe, who com-
manded a detachment of United States rifie-
men at Ogdensburgh, to despatch marauding
parties across who did not confine their opera-
tions to the destruction of public property, but
exercised considerable severity towards the
unarmed inhabitants.

A nocturnal predatory expedition, which hag
been thought worthy of being ranked amengst
the “brilliant achicvements ™ of Amcrican
valour, took place on the 6th Felru.-y.
General Anmnstrong in his “‘notices of the
war? says, “TForsythe, with two companics
of rifle corps in sleighs, ascended the St. Law-
rence f~om Ogdensburg to Elizabethiown on
the Canada shore, surprised the British geard,
made fifty-two prisoners, (among whom were
the Major, three Captains and two Licute-
nants), liberated sixteen deserters, and made
prize of one hundred and forty muskets and a
considerable quantity of ammunition without
losing a man of his party.” This statement,
officially made, was of course highly gratify-
ing and consolatory to the American public;
in James’ version, howerver, the affuir assumes
a different aspect.  ** After wounding a militia
sentry, the houses in the village, the gaol not
omitted, were ransacked and the male inhab.
itants to the number of fifty-two were car-
ricd off. Scveral of these, as in the United

States, held commissions in the militia.,”
This circomstance, according to James, was
a fortunate onc, and “the American pub-
lic was, & few days afterwards, officially
told of the capture, in & very gallant man-

ner, of a British guard consisting of fifty-two



