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niotheriand. We are grieved ta sec
that the wveeping wvilow of' sorrowv stili
droops heavily over tlîy greeni turf; but
wve subniit to the rulings of' Prov'i-
dence, wvbichi so ordains, thiat the
people wh'io suifer rnost at home,
should bc the civilizers as wel as the.
evangelizers of their sister peoples
abroad."

The stirring words of "Gad Save
Ireland" broughlt out the musical
abiiity of the banqueters. It was the
best sung choruis of the afternoan, and
ai fltting introduction for the toast,
IRELAND'S DESTINY

«'Erini! oh rm!thougli long in the shade
Thy star shail shine out, when the proudest

[Shahl falde."
Responded [o hy E. I3OLGER, '96'.

In proposing it Mr. MXcGee gav'e
utterance to the following sentiments.

"To lesser nations leave inferior
crowns," sang Erin's national poet.
And sucl iîndeed, fellowv students,
seenis to be Ireiand's Destiny. That,
having preserved her escutcheon stain-
less for centuries, she is not a nation
of power and renown but seemis des-
tincd to bear the standard of our Lord
before the world and to keep alive the
lighit of faith amidse many peoples.
It wvould seemi also, feliow students..
that Ireland lias aniother and very
difficuit mission set aside for lier bi'
Divine Prov'idence. It would appear
as if she wvere destincd ta constantly
bear the cross of expiation up the hli
of national trials. But as surely as
the crucifixion wvas followed bv' the
Resurrection, so surely niust there be
an end ta that long road of national
persecution, and a grand Ea ster of
Liberty corne to .crown thc Lenten
season of Erin's sufferings. And
feliow-students, niay you and 1 and ail
of us be aliv'e ta sec this dream of
Ireiand's destiny fully realized.
Gentlemen, 1 propose' ta you Uie toast
««Irelatnd's Destinv."

Mr. Bolger scemied ta enter into the
spirit of the toast iii bis excellent reply.
He said:-

Previous speakers have addressed
you on Ireiand's past and Ireland's

present. Xou hav'e listenied wvith
evident deliit to their cloquent
remiarks. Erîn's national apostie lias
beeni exrilecl and bis long and
profitable life touchingly eulogized.
We have heard of the gYorious deeds
of Erin's -aillant soldiers in many lands
and uncler many flags. We have also
beeîî showvn howv Irish literateurs have
enrichcd the wvorid %vitlî tue productions
of their genius, and Irish statesmen
have astonislbed. nations by their
pahitical wvîsdomi. Ireland's undying
faitb lias been painted in giowing
colors.

But, gentlemen, a task quite diffe-
renitlias fallen to mv: lot. I corne not
ta fill the raie of an historiah but of a
prophet ; nat the past but the future is
my themne. Whîat theu shall be
Ireland's destiny?'r What lias the future
in store for lîef as a compensation for
the sorrow~s and injustice she lias sa
bieroicaily borne ? Are we ta bebiold
agaiin tic gioriaus davs of lrelaîîd's
golden age w~hen shie wvas known ta
th i wole %vorid as the ''isle of saints
and scbolars," or is the future ta show
hieroncenmore persecuted andappressed,
the Niabe of nations?

It wvould require propiîetic insiglit
to perceive wvhat lies on the athier side
of that- miysteriaus, impenetrable veil
that screens the future froni us. But
every manî with Irish blaad iii bis
veins rnay be pardoned for picturing
Ireland's future iii tue brighitest colors,
for outiiuing a noble and sublime des-
tiny for the land of bis fatiiers.

Not tiierefore, wlbat lreland wviil be,
niay 1 speak of, but what 1 earnestly
trust zand pray a bounteous future wvili
bring lier. A nd, barr.owing the words
Of Cardinal Newman, exultantiy wvould
1 repeat wvith hini, "I« look towards a
land bath aid aîîd yaung; aId iii its
christianity, yaung in its promise of
the future ; a nation whvli receivecl
grace before tue Saxon carne ta
Britain, and wvhicli bas neyer questioned
it ; a clîurch ivliich comiprehiends iii its
lîistory tue risc and fiail of Canterbury
and York, wvbicii Augustine and
Pauliîîus found and Paie and Fisiier
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