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" THE SHADOW OF A GREAT ROOK IN A WEARY LAND."

THOUGIIT that I was wandering in
Ia woig'y plain under a burning sun,
My eyes dazzled by the glare of light,
imy feet tired with long walking. I
lad but just entered upon the plain,

for hitheito-my way had led through many
different scenes, brighter and pleasaùter
far than this. First of all along a sunny
path, with gay flowers springing up on
cither side, which often teompted mle to
wander hither and tlither out of the'way
to pluck th.em; very fair were they to
look upon in their varied hues, and there
was ne drawback to the delight witi %which
I gathered tiem, until I found that tbey
gradually withered and lost their beauty
in the hot grisp of my eager bands, and
presently, auoug the fair green leaves of
the.one, f ar surpassing.any other lowers in
beaufy and rich perfume, I fouud thoriis
lurkiDg, wbich grievtd and puzzled. me,
and made me pause warily before yield-
ing Io the desire to plùek any more. Tiiere
were pleaEant paths opening out on all
sides Io he traversed, cheerful glades in
forest nooks, soft turf on which to repose,
and refreshing streums ef ,water clear like
crystal, and keeping up a low under-cur-
rent of song as they flowed along; while
overhead the forest-trecs spread out their

giant arms, and tirew sofa shadows on the
turf at their feet, forming a temapting
shelter fron the sun, now mounting higher
uind higlier towards its nid-day fuiness of
splendour; everything around was fair,
and every sense lulled in sweet repose
tiat cloyed not; the birds warbled songs
of gladness, and so .pleasant did eartli.
scem to ue, that as I watched 011e souriug
iupward far away in the blue sky, I won-
dered dreamily why it ahould choose to
leave this fair land for any untried sphere,
and wliat pleasure could be found in wing-
ing ever onward through the monotonous
expanse of blue, wheu the carth beneath
seomed overflowing with all kinds of en-
joyment. Thus nusing I wandered on,
enterilng CaIch moment new scenes of de-
ligl1t, niow resting awhile to take a re-
freshiug draught froin the pearly streau,

nov reaching forward eagerly to gather
fruit and ilowers, lured farther and farther
away froin the spot I had left in the mora-
ing, and so oceupied in the pursuit of plea-
sure, that I failed tosthink of the good
counseltlhat bad been given to me before
I set out on ny journey. At last, far on
in the distance, I espitd some. tempting-
lookinag clusters of fruit overhanging a large
sheet of water, anid altogether heedless and
.careless of the consequences, I left the
road, and pressed forward through bramble
and briar until, after long toihng, I held-
them within reiseh, but at the Moiment the
prize was secured, it fell tôdust in my
hand; most fair vas it to look upon, but
its beauty was gone directly my liglt touc
fell.upoh'it; and as with a sensé of disap-
.peintment I now tried to regain the path,
from which I had turaed aside.in.my eager
pursuit of this valueless.fruit,. I encoun-
tered-anny difliculties. The paths whici
I had trodden with light, easy step when
huoyed up. with hope and exptctation,

.now seemed steep and rugged, and the
lost track I could not again find;. it

.seemed that I had reached the outskirt
of the wood, and the way now led on and
on through close thickets and underwood,
-and across au opei space with rank coarse
grass upon it, and witlh the vegetation be-
coming more and more scant, until I at
lengh emerged -on a vvat tract of-sandy
waste, w'ith no landmark to guide my
steps; I could see the pleasant wcod
lying far behind ne in the distance, but
a haze bad gathered over it, and there
vas no pti tolead back there, even could

I have retraced my weary steps.; and though
nearly fainting bencath the scorebing heat
of the sun, I tit compelled to kceep moving
forward,-to vhat end I scarcely knew.
I fancied that I could disern a boundary
to tiis desert was:e, but whether far or
near it was impassible to judge, for the
distance vas as diflicult to'ecterinue on
this sea of shifting sand as it la on the
ocean. It vas a gloomy river which thus
attracted my gazu as it flowed ever darkly
along; beyond it everything appeared


