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tare of this Province where he long resided,
associites her Majesty nuore rendily with its
whabitants, and we feel with your Lixcellency
thyt her age and sex draw around her the ut-
lections of her subjects with deeper interest.

Tho unhappy cvonts in the Canadas have
exctted or decp regret, but we find grent sa-
tiefaction in the assurance that the troiturous
attenipts of Jecigning men have been suppres-
red.  We rejoico that the gallant militia of
Upper Canadn met ta so distinguished a man-
uer the omergency which colled their loyalty
nud courage nte exercise ; and indulge with
pleasure the hopo which your Excellency uf-
turds us that the desperate band of wicked and
nisguided men on Navy Island, still found
in opposition to the just authority of her
Majesty nnd the Laws, being deprived, throngh
the intervention uf the Government of the Umi-
ted 8tates, of foreign aid, may speedily be dis-
puersed, and the auseries of vivlence and dis-
arder be altogether stayed in our Sister Coule-
utes.

We feel happy that the Addresses from nu-
merous purts uflhe Province have conveyed to
your Excellency deelaratious of unshaken loy-
alty to her Majesty’s Person and Guvernment ;
wmting in our bady Members from  voriows
parts of the Province, we are gnabled to assure
your Exeellency that such is the universal feel-
ing of Nova Scolia, norcan we fail te use the
present us a fit uccasion to tender to her Ma.
Jesty, iu unison with her fellow subjocts, wur
own expression of similar sentiment..

In the congratulationsexpressed by your Ex-
cellency on the late buuntiful harvest which
bas diffused prosperity through the land, and s
the just cause of the liveliest gratitude und de-
votion to the Almighty Giver of all ou, bles.
sings, we st cordially unite swith your Ex-
cellency.

‘The increase of the Revenue, and the faith.
ful discharge of ull demands upon the Treusu-
sy, nre very gratifying. .

In the applicauon of our angmented resous-
ces, we shall not fuil to be guided by your Ex-
cellency’s recommendation for their economi-
cal expenditure.  Agrecing as we entirely do
in tho sentimentis expressed by your Excellen-
cy regarding the state of the militia, we shall
readily ndopt uny measures that may he pro-
per for the tinprovement of its dicipline und
the incrense of its efficiency.

No effort on our part shall be wanting to en-
sure harmouny in the performance of vur Legis-
lativo labunrs, deeply convinced that conducted
in such a spirit alone they will be heneficial to
the Proviuce, and your Excellency’s adaunis-
irntion of the Government enables us to rely
with perfect confidence upon your co-opera-
tidn in every weasure which may advance the
tuterests, and promoute the peace, happiness,
and prosperity of the people of Nova Scotia.

HIS EXCELLBNCY'S REPLY.

Honourable Gentlemen of the Legidative
Council,

Trecewve this Address with the highest sats-
fuction, and wish you to be assured that [ huve
a just sense of your dutiful and loyal attach.
ment to her Majesty’s Person and Government,
and I feel psrucularly grauficd to find that ny
administratian of this Government has enabled
you to rely with confidence upon my co-upera-
fion in every measurc that may advance the
aragperity of Nova Scotin, which our Gracions
Sovereign hns been pleased to confide to my
care.

fIOUSE OF ASSUMBLY.

Tuursoav, Fesy., 8.— The Judiciary.

On this morning the Fouse weat ioto a
enmmittee of the whole to consuler of the Ju-
dicinry, wheu n printed paper submitted by
Mr Young, coptaining Six Resolutions, with

their recitals, and n number of suggestions to
be submitted to the select Committee, was reand
by the Clerk. ‘The first four Resolutions was
us follows;

Whereas the mode of pleading and rules of
praciice of the Court of Chancery in this Pro-
vinee, the couditions impused npon appeals,
and the determination thercof by the Court as
now censtituted, und the mude of granung in-
junciiony, and of ascertnising and trymyg facts
therein, have been fouud 10 many reepects in-
converient and injurious,—Ilesolved thercfore,
as the apinion of this IJouse, that the pringi-
ples and practice of the Court of Chancery in
this I'ronince should hureafter be modified and
altered tn these and other particulars, and that
the Master of the Rolls bo thg Judge thereuf,
“and continue to hold tha said Court for the
Jhenrtng amd detepminotion of Suits and Ac-
tions in equjty couses, under Such rules and
,muthficativus of the proceedings aud pracuce

th(;rcm a8 ey be hercaftof dovised and adop-
“ted. .
: Rusolved, as the opinion of this [Tuuse, That
.the Court of Marriage and Divorce should
"hereatter be composed of five Commassioners,
to be nppumnted by huis Excellency the Lieu-
tenunt Guvernor to serye gratuitously and any
threo of them to form the said Conrt,

Resolved, as tho opinion of this House, that
all Petitions and Ordgrs for the sale of the
Real Estate of persons who have dged insol-
veut, should hereafles be addressed tu, aund
made by the Suprems Count in Term, ur by
any two Judges thereof at Chambers, who
shall have power to direct such inquiries, and
to order such proceedings in relation thereto, as
shull satisfy tem that such ardets should pass;
the Comnnssivners-to be named by the Judges
of Probate ir the serernl Conntics.

Resolved, EMat n Committee be appointed
ta consider mgider whin guards aud provisions
the foregoinz Resolutions cad be inust effectu-
ally nnd convenijently carried into practice,
with power 20 5464 for persuns und pupers, to
commanicate with.Yhe Cliel Justice and Judges
of the Supreme Court and the Baster of the
Rolls, and to report by Bill or otherwise to this
House during the present Session,

The 5th was ty this eflect—the preamble,
being lung, is omitted,

Resolved, therefore, as the opinion of this
house, That the lnferier Courts should be al-
together abolished, aund that the causes now
depeunding therein should be tegpsferred to
tire Supremo Court,

Tle 6th went ta pppoint a Commniittee to
confer with the Judygwy and to ascertain upon
what terms the arrangement could be carried

into effect. -

A Young opened the debate by ohserving
that he beild 1n s hand, and would sow pro-
ceed to illusteate, the general principles on
which he had framed the resnlutions that had
been printed at the suggestion of the house.
Nosubject was of more moentous tmportance
than the due regulation of the Judicinry. Te
would not attempe, by clnborate descriptions,
or periods finely turned, to ‘mpress more firm-
ly on the minds of the Comunittae, what every
well informed judgment udmus.  Itis enough
that the upright impartial admimstration of
justice, isthe grund object, he it ought to be
the first care, of a guod governmcat. And,
indeed, it has beon justly sqid, that all us
pomp and terrors, scostly tuchmery ond
and military force, are principelly useful as
securipg to Courts of Justice the free exercise
of their functions, undisturhed by foreign in-
varion or domestic broils. X would lay it down,
MrChairman, as s maxim, that where a system
of jurisprudence has been long established, has
abtained n firn footing, and gained the aftec-
tions, nnd been nccomndated to the habits of a
people, any essential ehange should be attemp-

ted with great caution, and its probalale ef-
fects surveyed on al sides.  Unless it he made
clenrly to appear, that a necessary pructienl
unprovement will be nttmned, that some po-
sitive eval may be redressed, it s the wiser
course to pause, und rather * hear theills we
have, than fly to these we haow not of”
With these views, Mr Chairman, 1t will be ob-
vious that I would nui ventare 1o ewbody the
changes 1 propose i these resolutions, untd I
hed convinced my own judgement that they
wou'd be lughly beneficinl, and were demaanded
Uy the circumstances of the Province, The
petitiung hud upon your table last yenr, « &
which could casily have been mulvphed, the
Wills that have heen presented 1n the session,
the tone of public opiion, and the general 1m-
pressions of members, indicates that some al-
terntion of our Judiciary ts wunted 5 and in pre-
paripg for the question, I have thonght it best
to exhibit in one view what uppesrs 1o me ad-
visnble, with regard to the Court of Equity, es
well as to those oficommon law. fam aware,
Sir, that it will not ke ensy torender a discus-
sion, turning in some tmeasure upon technical
ponts, as faanbar and clear ns I could wish—
but I shali studiously aveid what might be ob-
scure, and will wm at cunveying o the Com-
mittec o coadzsned and lacid micture of my
own thoughts.  And first, as to our Equity
juriediction, I know there is a division of apin-
1ot in the Commitice. Sume are inclined to
think that wmiglt be incorporated with the
common jaw, and be transferred wilhout in-
cunsenicuce 1o the Supreme Court.  This
question has baen lung debated by some of the
ublest luwyers Amerca has produced. Dur-
ing my recent visit 1o the States, I directed
my particular atteation to the practical work-
ing of the system as it 18 there exhibited,
under both uspects, of an independent and
combined jurisdiction, and heard the opinions
of nany ot their judgss and practitioners. 1
enjoved, too, the ndvantage of u personal com-
munication with Chancellor Kent and Judge
Story—Iawyers whose attainmeats and brilli-
ant reputation are not surpassed by any even
in Europe ; und gatkered tins general result,
that however the quesuon nught be if a new
system were to be framed for the first time,
it was next to impossible to incorporate the
two jur.sdictions, where they lad cxisted for
auy length of time distinet and  separate, and
the maodes of proceeding in either court had
been fixed sud established. Such is the case
w England, where the Equity junsdiciions
mny be traced back to the dnys of the Rich-
ards and the Edwards, and has grown up in
the lapse of centuries, a complicated and  stu-
pendous fabsic. In our own Province, the
Court of Chancery has existed from our earl-
est records,  The first injuncuon was 1ssued
in 1751, before we had obitained alegwlature ;
the first bill for an account was filed 10 1733,
and the first foreclosure took place in 1761.—
It appears by the returns upon your toble thut
upwards of 1200 canses have been commen-
ced in that Court, 460 of which are subscquens
to the appointient of the Inte Maeter of the
Rollsin 1826. An infinitc number of titles
depend on the decrees in these various suits
and the habits of thinking ut the bar, and the
modes of conducting business, have been so
campletely moulded on thesystem of an inde-
pendant equity jurisdiction, that great confa-
sion must follow any attempt to destroy it.

Yet that such 1 jurisdiclion, or process ana-
logous to1t, is indispensable to the due ad-
ministration of justice--will be denied by no
one conversant with the snbject ; the want of
it, has been often felt and lamented in Massa-
chusetts where as many wrongs and even gross
frauds, may be coramitted (ar whick the law of
that State, incredible as it may appear, afford

no romedy whatever, This einguiar anomaly



