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A Council w~as to bc lield-a couincil of the
1 w1tole eChuril throlighnult the w1orldl. And

il was ta ie graced with the pre,-ence af the
leinperor C'onstantine!. From all parts Bishops
ha~d heen summone I to attend. Sa o m

1aud Africa, Asia, France, the wilds af Ger-
lnany, and (it lias l>2en said) even Britain
contril)utcd repre-entatives ta the assembly.
]",oin naorth, sautli, east, andi we.;t, a streanm
o>f men flocked ilu, wlaso ftirrc.wved brows,

ati an. faices b-at ttn tat ls men of
ftouglt and devotion.

NLèVer ivas sîîch a ~,~tseen ln Nicoea
ltefvre. Dust.y and travel-stained, some on
foot, samec on mules anti horses, in the garb
oC their own nationalities, with or without
attendants, they came ta the Coluncil. Same

wer ad and infirni, and bore ili the fatiguies
iif their long journey. ()thcrs werc youngr

*anîd vigarous, and tired with cnthusiasm.
Amnnst the caxnpany were twa froml

1* Egypt-AIexauder, Bishtp, af Alexandria,
aud Athbanasius, his attendant Arclideacon.

1'llie latter 'vas a yaung( nman, nat thirt'y
ycars; aid. But bisz great abllity and saint-

*lui(*s af character hiad alroady marked him
1 (ut among hi$ contemporaries.

My reader bas alreadv askzed what was the
ptirpose af thi., Cauncil? !Whyi waq it sum-
inoned ? What matter aof sutiicient impart-

tice could there lic to bring men long
distances, whcn tra:ellingy Was so slow and

1t"doioiis-so perilaus ani expensive?
Tho answcr is that the fuurth century
itite risc of a lercsy which bld faix

t-)etnti., h otieofCrA twi
acentury in which f;I>_, t,!ehingy was thrcat-

ciiing ta aver-n at:.tr the truc.
Wrhcen witIîring b1a>t.- af error swept ilie sk-y,
And Love's lasot flovr sc-incd fain ta droop

and dic.'
The Arian lieresy->o calied ait or ils foun-

d1er, Arius, zi pràe; c ai Aiexandria-bad risen
:tu< spread with alarming rapidity. Arius
taughit that aur blcssed L,)rd %vas ai an in-
feriar nature ta God the Fallier. Ile did
iit exist, lie said, from everiasting. There
wa'z a time wvhen lie wvas creaited.t' lu fact,
Arijus came ta regardl Ciiri.st as anly ane,
tlîoughi the highiest, ai God's ecaturs

Such tcacheing,ý %Ve can $e, 'was quite un-
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scriptural. Hoe Ahould have remcembered
how aur Lord said, 'I1 and the Fathor are
(essentialy) One' ; and bow S. John states
thiat Ille ivas lu the beginning with God '-
miy,' that lie was God,' auJ that ail things
were made hyv IIIim.' Hie should nat hiave
forgotten how S. Paul says that 'in Clirist
dwelt ail the fulncss af the Gadhead bodily,'
' lînt le is God blessed for ever,' and that
heing so Ile I'thaughit it not; robbery ta be
equal with God.' Hie mîglit have thougylit

ti te wards af tho once.doubting, now
beiieving Thomas : l'My Lard and my
God.'

But further, ho shouid have secn-what
was plain enaugli ta the Bishops at Nicoa-

how sucli wrang tcaching, went far ta under-
mine the very foundations af the Christian
Faill. If Jesus werc not God, Hie couid nut.

ibe a Saviour. The shcdding ai Ris biaod
couldrmake naatonement. 'For none by any

imoans can redeem his brocher, nor give to
God a ransom for him.' The preaching af
the Cross must have been in vain, and the
world have porished in its sins.

Had the teaching ai Arius triumphied, bis
gospel might have blazcd up ln momentary

jpopuiarity, but it would. have sunk down
in a few years aud bavc heome extinet,
Ileaving no Christianity behind.

It wis ta cansider and pass judgrnent
upan this Anian hceresy that; the Cotuncil met
aI. Nicoea. The discussion was grave and
reverent, as became the occasion. The doc-
trines of Arius 'ivere examined, and iritne--zes
heard in bis defence. AiU was donc as in
the presence nf the I{oiy Spirit.

At lengli Athanasius rase and addrcssed.
tho asqscmbled Bishops. We eau but ima-
gine the scene-hov intently all eyces were
tixed upon hlm. as lie spokc--how he pointed
out the errors of the Arian party lu no
sparingy ifty. With what burning Nvords he
plcadcd for the honour ai lus Lard 1

The day -çvas voi, and the Trulli prevailcd.
Arijus was condemned, and bis teaching de-

Iclarcd ta bie faLe. And the resuit of the
Jmeeting was the Nîcenc Ci-ed.

Clearly and distinctly was the Godhcad ai
our Laid tffirmed ta be the truc doctrine of
the Church. That lie was Gon ai (i.c.,


