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ing aposlties go down. It was reallY thei

beginning of missionsto the Gentiles. Peter

and John saw that it was a work of (iod, and

that nothing was lscking except the gift Of

the Holy Spirit, which, descending ou the

believers at baptisio with saine miraculoos

sigu. such as the sPeaking witlî tangues,

was the seai of (.od,» acceptanfce of tliî.

This was bestowed, and thiîs the work ai

I'lilip ackiîowledged. as genuine.
Simon covete this wonderful gift iswIll-

ing tapay for 1V, affers inoney, indeed (lieuce

our word " simOuY " meaniîîg rafficking in

tlîings sacred). peterdisclooes the blindries

aîîd wickeduesB of his beart to Simon. Let

it ha hopedl that lie was not beyond repent-

ane aîîd hope. lie at least earnestlY bc-

souiglt deliverncP froin the woe, v. 24.

APPLICATION

As orRaiv.3.Tîe force tlat iîpelled TI

Seul was lus conocieiitiansness. lie said fi

afterwards (Acta 26 : 9), "I1 verily tlionglit t
that 1 ouglit ta do înany things contrY ta

tlue naine oi Jesils of Nazareth." Hel was a

wrong, but hae was noV kîîowingly wrang. s

Wlien ha saw bis error, lie ehowed the sainieJ

zeal lu furtlieriuig, wlîicli lie was now show-

ing in upposing, tlîe cause af Christ. If

every fallower of Christ wauld sally forth ta

tran.slate bis belief iiitc action, tlîe world

would aoon bu won for Hua. Indiffereîîce

is an abomuinationi ta tlîe Lord. 1V ls te tlie

lukewarin church ai Ladicea, Vhat Ha niakes

the Vlreat: "' 1 wili sPew thee out of my

Mauth " f ev. 3 :16).
M[ade hovoc of the church, v. 3. Again and

again its eneinies have made havoc ai Vlîe

church. In hae iufancy the wehole power ai

iinperiftl Raome was hurled agaiîîsV iV. Tlîe

staory ai msny a bitter persecutiain l modern

tiioca bas beau writVen in lettars of blood.

lu the sixtuenth century it ls estimated tiiet

in France a1b1s more than eight hundred

thausand persanO were martyrud for tlîeir

faith. Dîîring the saine pariOd, tlîe cruel

Duke ai Alva bossted Vhat iu tlîe Nether-

lai,ds, besides Vhs multitudes slain iu battis,

ha lîad cominmtted aiglîteen Vhousand ta the

executionier, and Vlîis becausa Vlîey wold

rather dia than becaine traitars ta the

trutlî. lu Scotlaud in the daysoaithe bloody

Claverhause, eightean tlîousand suffured

death for their religion. Whîat furtiier
proof shonld we ask VlîaV the living God la

in the clîurch, than tlîe fact tliet she bas

triîîîplied aver aIl thase atteînpta ta destray

lier lite? And haw bigbly we slîauld appre-

claVa aur religions libarties, when wa remem-

ber tlîe price that lias been paid for thiemn 1

Weuit e#eerjjw>orc pimochig Oit -d, v. 4.

'liesle converts; were 'lsowers wlio went

ortli ta sow" (Matt. 13). Tlîeir seed was

lie word. Their field was ulierever Vhey

night go. Tliey went te Phenice, Cyprua

,iid Antiochk (Act8 il ;:19), and. possibly,

aine as far as Reine, for Andronicus and

luîia were disciples before Paul's conversioni

(Rom.16:i7). Priiiting presses and railwayis

and steaioslîips have made it umucli casier for

us ta, scatter the seed tlîan it was for tliese

early Christians. The Lard does not @end a

persecution ta drive us out inta the great

field af the world withi His blessed gospel,

but He lias commanded us '.o "go," and

uîiless in saine way we are going, we are not

loyal ta HM.
And Ph)iip, v. 5. Philip and Stephen

were ai lik"- epirit. Stephen (Acta 7 : 47-50)

laid down tlie principle that the clîurch is

uniiversal, eînbraring (lentiles as well as

Jews. Pliilip pots tîjat, principle jnta prac-

tice by going witli the gospel ta, Samaria.

The Lard intended Il is followers ta think of

tlie churcli as hro:îd enougli to include men

ut every nation and condition. Tlîey were

ta leurn that, if the Jews liad received a spe-

nual revelation, it wus that Vliey miglit share

it witlî others, as we confine tlie light iu a

lanip ta illuminîe tie room, or a fire lu the

stove ta hoat the bouse.
2iicr c i ittchjoy in that cUis, v. 8. LChrie-

tianity la a religioni ai joy. Ite chief apostie

wrote, "Rejoice in the Lard alway : and

again 1 say, rejoice." This joy 18 noV tlîe

moere liglivleartedness that youth and licaltVi

and good fortune bring. Sorrow le not for-

bidden ta tlie Chîristian. HIe le noV con-

deinned for being brokeu-heilrted at the losu

of bis loved unes. But ta tAie Christian

lîopeless sorrow je imnpossible. IHe lias aI-

ways soinetlîing luit when lie seame ta be
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