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setting aside for the present any reference to the
civeumstances and prospeets of individuals, and
looking only to the great interests of the Church
of God, I cannot but regard the transactions and
events, relative to the Scottish Tstablishment, nt
onee with fnexpressible interest and with devout
thankfulness.  The Lord is carrying on what I
believe to be his own work, for his own glory
and his Churel’s highest benefit. e is conduct-
ing hefore our eyes a grand experiment,  Itisnot,
indeed, an expeviment to him, for he “knoweth
the end from the beginning,” and has the entire
results fully before him.  But to us, who see only
“a part of his ways,” and cannot look with any
certainty beyond the present, it wears this aspect.
And I have no fears and no doubts about the
result.  He is working out his Church's emanci-
pation. e is bweaking her bonds; and he is
doing this by an ageney of his own—Dy an in-
strumentality in the enslaved portion” of his
Chureh, instead of an instrumentality out of it.
Whatever may have been the influence of the
Voluntaries in_ditfucing the spirit that has been
agitating the Establishment—of which I do not
wish to 'say a single word—there cannut be a
doubt that, in that Lstablishment, the spirit of
dissent has riscn.  Our Nun-intrusivn brethren
are Dissenters in the Church. I am well aware
that they do not admit this. They hold the
principle of an Establishment; and I give then
full credit for sincerity when they assure us of
this. But still, in my apprehension, the prin-
ciples for which they have been contending—
contending honesty, manfully, unflinchingly, and
perseveringly—are substantially the principles of
dissent. They are contending for right princi-
ples in a wrong place.  They are right and they
are wrong, They are right in the principles
which they advocate, but wrong in advoecating
them as the principles of a Church established by
law. ‘The freedom, independence, and spirituali-
ty of the Church of Christ we heartily concur
with them in regarding as essential elements in
its constitution, as that cunstitution appears in
the Christian statute-hook—the Scriptures of the
New Testament. But they are elements of that
constitution which, in our apprehension, must be
sacrificed whenever the Church allies itself with
civil autherity, and accepts of State patronage
and State endowments. To accept of these is
necessariiy to accept of shackles. Thisis a lesson
which our respected brethren have been, and still
are, slow to learn. They have in their minds,
and gre cherishing there, a Ttopian notion of an
Establishment, such us never have been, never
can be, never ought 6 be realised,  Their prin-
ciples are excellent. Theyare Scriptural. They
are the only principles by which Christ, as the
sdle Head of the Church, can be honoured, and
by which the true prosperity and glory of His
kingdym can be sccured and advanced. DBut
these principles and the principles of the twenty-
third chapter of the Confession of Taith cannot
be held tagether. They more than ncutralise,
they eventually destroy cach other. Our bre-
thren are learning this lessen, Their Divine
Master is teaching them, by his providence, the
m aning of his Word, And the very first thing
which, on this point, X demand on their behalf
is—patience.  What we think we sce clearly our-
selves—what appears to us so simple that we can
hardly imagine the possibility of any not sceing

it as we sce it—we are apt to get fretted when
others resist or take a Jong time to discover.  But
this only shows that we have not sufliciently
studied human nature, or sufliciently attended to
the tendencies of ourown hearts.  Unlearning is,
in many cases, 0 much slower nunl. more Ill"il,_(l]b
process than learning.  The notions in which
we have been trained from our earliest years—in
which our minds have been induetrinated, and to
which our practical habits have been conformed—
which have heen wrapped up with our first and
fondest vecollections, and in woven with all the
religious associntions of our chilklhood and our

youth—and with which we have been taught and
s accustomed to consider all the interests and the

very enistence of religion to be vitally bound up—
i stich notions it is many a time uo easy proéess to
¢ throw off.  They are hallowed, Their dereliction

cannot be thowght of but with fear and tretabling.
’ Piety itselt’ trembles, and trembles in sincerity,

for the ark of God, We are sutisfied that the

fears are vain, and they will soon come 1o be sa-

tisfied of it too. Why fret, aud chide, and scold,

and apply the epithets of “contempt and wrath,”
¢ because they do not get on s fast as we think they
¢ should ?  Allesson learned slowly is often learned
3 most effertually and most permanently, Tt takes

a faster hold of the mind than when it is adopted
¢ hastily, ere the evidence of ity whether argumen-
¢ tative or experimental has been thoroughly in-
vestigated, understood, and flt. .Lct us wait,
then, a little—*forbearing them in love,” My
Church friends will naturally think all this suffi-
ciently presumptuons—taking a great deal more
than enough for granted. Iut they must not
forget that we speak, of course, according to our
convictions ; and that, with such convictions, we
cannut either think or speak vtherwise. Tt would
be equal inconsistency and affectation to do so.
And this leads me to mention a second thing,
which T claim—and claim strongly on their be-
half. Ttis charity. X claim it on fiwo points, on
both of which, as it appears to me, they had
oceasionally, and even to no swall eatent, some-
what hard measure dealt to them,  The first of
these points relates to the course they have pur-
sued, in adhering so long and so pertinzeiously—
{ and, in the estimation of the cvil courts of the
country, so troublesomely and annoyingly—to
the Church. Tdemand on their behalf the charity
that thinketh no evil—that hopeth and believeth
all things in regard to the principles by which, in
this course, they have been actuated. T do not
know a more important maxim, and I do not
know & maxim which we are more constantly in
¢ danger of violating, whether through inconsider-
ation or a captivus and censotivus spirit, than
the . axim that we should form our judgment of
other men's conduct, not according to the prin-
ciples held by us, but according to the princi-
ples held by themselves.  Now, what are the
principles which they avow; and in the avowal
of which we are not entitled, however much we
may be astonished at their helding them, tv
question their sincerity ?  They hold that civil
rulers are bound, in their official capacity, to
employ tl.eir power and their resources fur the
support of the Church, and of the true religion—
that this is the principle of an Establishment, and
¢ that it has the support of Scripture—that it is not
3 only consistent with Seripture, but that Seripwre
¢ recognises the obligativn. They hold, morcover,




