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GENERAL ASSEMBLY (N. 8)
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCI
UNITLED STATES

DISRULTION 0N SUBIKET OF SLAVERY,

OF THIE
IN TUE

We give the following account of the action
of the Azsembly on the subjoct of Slavery, and
the results of the action, somewhat abridged
from the coluruns of the American Missionary,
We believe that thisis ouly the beginning of
importunt movements with reference to the
subject of Slavery. We trust thetitne may soon
come when the Churches in the United Stat.s
generally shall assume a more decided and un-
equivocal position in regard to Slavery than
they have litherto oceupied :—

The late weeting of this body at Cleveland,
commencing May 21, wus, as anticipated, an
interesting and hmportaut one; in its results,
the wost ituportant, we think, of any ever hield
h""l“l'n.e diseussion of the subject of slavery and
the relation of the Preslyterian Chureh tu it,
constituted the principal fenture of the meeting,
Tweuty-seven memorials from nine different
States, all but one non-slaveholding, were re-
ceived and reférred to the Committee ou Bills
aul Overtures.  ‘The report of this C ittee

suhject, which tho frnmera of our Constitution
held at fi-wr, and which our Church hns alwaya
held, it is with deep grics” that e now dizcover
that « portion of the Chyrch ‘at the Soath has 20
Jar departed from the established doctrine of the
Church in relation to Slavery, azto maintain “it
is an ordinance of God,” and that the system of
Slavery existing in these United States ix Serip-
tural and right.  Against this wew doctiine e
Jeel constrained to bear our solemn testimony, It
15 at war with the whole #pirit and tenor of the
gospel of love and good will, as well as abhorent
to the conscience of the Christian warld. We
can have no xypnpathy or fellowship with it ; and
we exhort all our people to eacher it ax a serions
and pernicious error,”

‘This paper wus adopted by a yea and nay vote
of 196 againat 2—1wa notvoling.  Subequent'y,
twenty-iwa Southern ministeraand eldess, headed
by Dr. Rawg,—~himself once a sluve—entered o
protest against this aciion, because past (lenersl
Awrmblies, whilo a.scning that the systein of
slavery was wrong, have “ affirmed that the alave.
holder wae sa contzolled hy Stete laws, nbliga-
tions of guardianship and humauity, that he was,
a« thu« situated, without censure or odium as the
nmaster.”

A Committee of ten, four of whom were frum
the Southern chutches, was afiersanis appointed,
* 10 cunfer on rhe subject of slaveholding, xnd th
peace and harmony of the church. . . » OFf

was made by Rev. Dr. Allen of Cincinnaii,
Monday afternoon, May 25, It did not satisfy
any oue, with the exception perlinps of Rev.
Me. Walluce frota Philadelphin, a menber of
the Coumittee, who apologized for his South-
ern Lrethern, and attrituted moderate views,
that were afterwards repudisted by nearly or
or quite every Southern member of the As-
senify.

'n.”:’ position of the Southern Churches on
this subject was presented by Rev. T. Il Cle.
laud, from Kentucky, in a paper having the
signature of tweaty wembers,  They * do not
belicve that the system of American slavery,
as an appointment of God, stands precisely, in
in all respects, upon the same fouting as the
familv relation™—or 1hat it was from the be-
ginning ; but that it saudsin the same categary
with that relation, in the fact thet it is ordained
of God, fur wewe purpases, 1o be averruled for his
glory 1a the elevativa and final redemption ot the
Aficsn race, 3nd in the fact thay, like the family
pelation, it is o suhjrct of Divine leglation,
Thoy use the fallowing explicit langnage:

* When we say that the slaveholding relation
¢ jo rigin, we do mnt mmcan lo sy that every
oysiem of slave:y ia right, 84 1t may have existed
in other ages and in other countrics, but only as
2 now cxints with us, and wnder the citcumsiances
in which «@ are now placed. Whea wosay*nt
e nght' for cer caurch-s to ha'd slaves under the
Prroent crcumstancrs, we mean to say that they
arc acting connsieutly with the spirit and letter
of the Gospel in 9o duing. And were we 10 as-
wert the contrary. as the resolutions wnder con-
sideration weaid have us assert, to wit ; that we
beold slave-holding te be wrong, it would place
ws before the world as destitute net only of the
wpirn of Chrintianity, but as being bereft of every
principle of m-wal honenty.” L.

Thie is the mast waqualified, shameless justifi-
cation of American slavery, a syste . jent'y
chanctetiod by Wesloy as = the vilent 1hat ever
gaw the s3n,” 1hat we recolicct aver 10 have heard
as emenating from any ber of prefcoscdly
Chrinian men.

Prafesor Allen’s substitate to the Committee’s
repart, amended by Me. Readall, and finally
ad-pred by the Asrembly, asernis that ithe Pres.
byictian Church has, from the beginning, mam-
tained aa attitade of enposition 10 1he insttetien
of savery, quotes it doclararions given at vacrious
timen, from 1787, w 1859, and says:

“ Ououpying the pesition in relation to this

this C. e, two had signed the proiest. and
ruhsequently they, with anather member of the
Cummittrs, signed the call for a couvention to
form a new A-gpembly.

After the close of the Aepembly, the Southern
delegation issurd »n address  They dectare tha
actien of the Assrmbhly to ho such a violation of
the canstitution of the chureh, as to rendes their
adherence ta it undesicable and impossible ; ales,
shat there ix 20 much of the shalition spirit per-
vading uther chutches of the samo mandadd of
funih, that they cannat expect peace on this sub-
jeet by uniting with them

They wish 10 form an organization which shall
not he liahle to ano other division from *his ex-
citing subject ; they therefare javite all Preshy.
terinns, from all sections of the country, to meet
in convention in the citv of Washingion, an the
Q7th day of Augost, 1857, for the purpase * of
urganizing 8 General Asembiy in which, it will
he dixtincily understnad, the subject of slavery
wiil not be intradeced.”

Rev. Da. Burss —We referred 1o the favor.
able reception which had been given to the
Rev. Dr. Burns, and the Rev. Mr. Fraser, by
the late General Assembly of the Free Church,
The following extract will show what sort of
reception Dr. Burns received from his old
friends in Paisley.

* Rxr. Dx Berxsix Parersvi—Thisreverend
gontieman, who is at present on & visit to this
c-uniry, in the prosceniicn of s mission ia con.
nec:ion with the Canadian Chutch, has been day-
ing 1he paat week in Paisely—for ahont thiny
years the acene of his active ministerial lahors —
On Swaday he twice in Free St.
George’s, his late place of worship, the beilding
being filled by his former hearers, and many of
his friends aad admirers from all the religions
deseminations in tewn  The services were of
s peeshiarly interesting characier. At the cinee
<f his elequent discnurse in the forrmnon, the
reverend Docior refetred in tenching terms to
his frrmet connection with Taisley, and the lively
interemt he had a'me felt, and would ever continwe
tn feel for ite wellare, temporal and spiritual.—
On the changes which had wranght since his de-
partare from ameng them, the dacior sprke moet
feclingly. The admigion in the for noon was
by tickes, to ne-;c“ﬂdnmh:tker’m
getinn  proper ; a \he evening, nearly an
houe brfore the beginning of the service, s crowd

sufficient to have filled the building twice over
had ascembled outade, and dirappointed crowds
turued away, and wait another opporinnity of
listening to 2 man who was horared and revered
by all winle he tived among them, and whose
departure was looked upon as a severe foss to
the cotmunity at large,  Although iwelve years
have clupred evecy one was surprired to wilness
the freshness and vigour siill retained by the
veaerable dactor, hittle bodily decay having been
sustained by hum,"

Several articles have to he omitted owing to
the amount of space occupied by the Synodical
Reports, &e,

Tux Misvres.—Parcels of the Jlinutes will
be forwarded without delay to all the congre-
gatious,

Avtassvitt.—The Rev, Jolin Irvine has beea
inducted as Pastor of the Congregation at al-
lansviile,

Harrixgros.—The Rev. W. Meldrum, former-
1y of Vaughan, has been indueted into the pusto-
ral charge of the congregation at Harrington.

fMligsiozarn Intelligence.
LETTER FROM REV. G. STEVENSON.

Baxcooran, April 17th, 1857,

My Dear Friend,—Since 1 last wrote vou the
Bengull yonr has come to a close, The last
month of the vear coincides with the latter part
of our March and the former part of our April.
On the three last days of the year, the moat
cruel and delmsing of all the Hindoo festivals
annually takes place. It is in honour of Shiva
the Destroyer, and is signalized Ly the pullic
exhibition of practices alike shocking to bu.
manity and revoltiug to Christian feeling.

1 went alony with my fellow-labourer, Rare
Luntha Nath e, to the neighbouring village of
Bangong, to witness the two closing days of
the festival, or as it is called by the natives the

ovjalh. The priuci[;le which actuated
me was that of which the Prophet epeaks ia
Lamentations iii, 51: * Mine eye aflecteth
mine heart.” 1 wished to‘l'u\': ml{me;‘ndn-r
out in deeper compmsesion for the petishing mul-
titudes around me! and iu more colarged com-
miteration for their miserable condition. In
relating shortly what [ witnessed, my desire
and prayer is that this may be the eflect pro-
duced on thoee who read the account,

On the evening of the sccond day of thve fes-
tival, I went to witness the inhuman and ahomi-
nabile cuit sm of bering tlie different parte of the
body ; and on arriving at the place where this
horrid cruclty was practised, 1 saw one man
bulding an iron tarin Lishands, and on looking
more narrowly 1 ived that his tongue was
lit, and that the iron bar was put through the
incision which had been made in his tongue.
In this dreadful state, the man enduring the
most racking paing, was moving on amidet a
densc body of people who appeared gratified
with the horrid te. Turningaway with
bmhthi:f from thissight, wy attention was
next arrested by the sight of several men,
amoageit whom were two Lovs appareatly of
fourteen years of age, with spears driven into
their shonlders from which the blood was seen
to flow. asd judging Ly the au?ith depicted
in their countenance, the pain endured by these
wretched victins of cruel superstition must
have Leen extreme. Around these suffcrers,
and nerching in processic.. ith them, wasa
band of musiciant. whe Wi tom-toms and



