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-,o closeIy bad the servants of thue King obeyed big

orders, that the hleat. fromn the furnace k'illed the meni

wvho were empioyed to cast the Jevs into it. After they

had been for some tirne in this dreadful place, Nehuchad.-

nezzar, in astonishrnent, called to his counsellors, andi

asked them whether threc men bcd flot been cast into

the furnace. And thcy answercd and said "Yes, oh

iig" "And Ncbuchadnezzar answered and ý,aid, Lot

1 sec four nmen loose, and walking in the niidst of the

fire, and they bave no hurt, and the form. of the fourth

jis. like the Son of God."
T fhe Kin,, now hasteneti to ccli the Jews by came,

entd bade tbein corne forth; and lic callcd theni servants

,iô the MNost Iligh God. And wvc1l he nigbyt, for they

Xame out of the furnace, and not a hair of their heads,.
ora sbrcdl of their garments, had been singed or injured;

!ani the~ resuit of this wondcrful intcrposition of the Most

lligh, in favour of those who chose rather ta suifer a

painfül -dcatb, than aekno,%ledge any other God, was,

that Nebuchadnezzar, iwickcd as hie was, could flot resist
thIe conviction that tlieir's w'as the only truc iwurship,
and he comnmcndcd that no other God shouid -be
ýNvorshipped iii bis kingdom but the God of Shadracht

Msacb, andi Abedncgo.
As ai Scripturcs were 'writtcn for our improvement,

wC mlust, flot rcad those narratives of the Olti Testament
raerclv as matters af history, and from. the one you have

just beard. niany lessons ai faith andi obedience and trust

'il, the power and providence of our I-leatenly Father
May be learneti. There is indeed rio situation of trial
in which it is warth while ta, sacrifice a principle ta

;e-.-cape any consequences that may seem. tu threaten ui
ýiI, this worlti for out perseveranct- in that course wvhicb


