
ONE 0F THE FATHERS IN METHODISM.

A MENIOIR 0F BYGONI• DAVS.

C HREWSBURY (or Salop, as more anciently called), an
~jEnglish County City, with its air of antique respectability, lays

dlaimn to no nôtoriety for its pushing enterprise or its rapid groxvth-
Scarcely a gyreater contrast couic1 be made than that between the
Queen City of the West, Chicago, and this almost fossilized city of our
native land. But it bas a historv which reaches back to, the rernote
peciod of Roman scàtlement -an Britain, and many names it has
given to the roll of England's famous ones. These we stop flot to
examine, but select one to worldly famne unknown, but whom John
Wesley called '<The Father of Methodism in Shrewsbury."

Inii 761, a wvay-worn traveller, sick and weary after a journey of
twventy-five miles on a wretched horse, whose joltings were almost
unhearable, with aching head a nd pain in his side, arrived for the
first timne in thc City. His salutation was not flattering, yet not
unprecedènted. A mi-ob gathered togdher appareritly only to,
starc. SmaIl in stature, but great in soul, hie passed through them,
entered an humble room, and preached as only John Wesley could
prcach, to the citizens of the place. A morning service at five the
next day and he wvas gone; but in his brief stay he had planted the
tree of the Methodist revival, and coiiimenc-ed a work which only
Eternity shall terminate. Nearly each year, as it broughit him to
Madeley for a forenoon service in the Church of the Saintly
Fletch-er, brought himi to Shrewsbury for an evening service, often
accornpanied by Fletcher himself. Jointly they laboured here; yet
for very many years he saw but littie fruit. Suddenly a change
had taken place. In 1781, hie went a littie out of his way to, open
the new preachingy bouse in Shrewsbury. "J did not," writes he,
"so much wonder at the largeness as at the seriousness of the con-

cyregration ; so stili and deeply attentive a congregation 1 did not
expeet to sec hère. How apt are we to, forget that important truth,
that aIl things are possible with God." Lt wvas about this tinie that
lie said to a Mr. Thomas Brocus, an humble devotcd class-lead-er
an-d Local preacher, who, foi- many ycars had lived in or avound


