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CHURCH WORK.

Crorrs should remember that
next to the minister they have the
most important office in the Church.
It is their duty to lead tho praises
of the congregation. Their beha-
vier should be revevent, all conver-
sation or smoving about sheuld be
avoided.

-

NOTES ON THE OCCA-
SIONAL SERVICES.

No. III.

SoLEMNI1ZATION OF MATRIMONT.

{Concluded).

In our last article we ended with
the first blessing. which cencludes
properly the marriage covenant. On
any occesiou when the ceremony is
performed in a house or chamber
than the Church, the service con-
cludes at this point. Inthe Church
this first part of the ceremeny is
performed ““in the bedy of the
Church,” generally at the entrance
to the choir. Befors the Reforma-
tion it was performed at the door
of the Church, and we have occa-
sionally witnessed it there ourselves.

The second part of the Service to

which we new draw attention is to be
celebrated ¢ before the Lord’s Ta-
ble.” The design of this addition
is te impress the religious covenant
mors deeply on the minds of the
contracting parties by hymns, pray-
ers and exhortations. Joy is a nat-
ural attendant on Christian marriage
entered into in the fear of Gob.
The Chnurch of Christ never frowns
on innocent amusement or joy on
preper occasions. In this case she
bids kLer children rejoice in the
words ef the 128th or the 67th
Psalm. Either of these is very
suitable, Luther says of the first:

“To this Psalm we will give the
title of an Epithalamium or Mar-
riagesong. In it the prophet cheer-
eth those that are married, wishing
unto them, and promising untoe them
from Gop, all manner of blsssings.”
The latter being a prayer for bles-
sing is also appropriate. Then fol-
low supplications and prayers, that
all present may join in shewing
their ragard for the newly-married
couple. The first prayer is for
spiritual blessings, the second for
the temporal blessing of children,
the third for the performance of the
mutual duties of love and fidelity.
Then follows the blessing. After
which, if there be no Sermen, a
statement of the duties of both
parties is made, drawn .rom the
Epistles of St. Paul and St. Peter.
In many places in England it is
hie custom in place of this state-
ment to make a short address, as was
the case lately at the marriages of
the DMetrepolitan of South Africa
and the Bishop of Manchester.
Notice the concluding Rubric: It
is convenient that the new-married
persons should receive the Holy
Communion at the time of their
marriage, or the first opportunity
after their marriage.,”  This, if
approached in the right spirit, will
confirm their vow to each ether, and
bind their mutual promises. Gobp’s
blessing may be expected on their
union begun in this fear and in
obedience to His laws. “I know
not,” siys Tertullian, ‘“which way
T should be able to shew the happi-
ness of that wedlock, the kunot
whereof the Church doth fasten,
and the Sacrament of the Church

confirm.”
————

A Goup cause is mere injured by
a weak defence, than by a streng
attack.



