
CHURCH WORK.

CRoiRs should romomber that
next to the minister they have the
niost important office in tho Churchi.
It is their duty to lead tho Pl-aises
of the congregation. Their boha-

vosold bo revorent,aicoer
sation or movingr about shou!d bo
avoided.

NOTES ON TH-E OCCA-
SIONAL SERVICES.

No. III.

S0LE31INZATIO-N 0F MATRIMONY.

(Coneludeci).
I our last article wve ended with

the first blessing. which concludes
1)roporly the marriage covenant. On
any occa-siou whien the cereniony is
performned in a house or chamlber
than the Church, the service con-
cludes atthis point. Inthe Church
this first part of the cereinony is
panformed Ilin the 'body of the
Church, genorally at the eutrance
to the choir. _Before the Reforma-
tion it w-as pei'formed at the door
of the Churoh, and we have occa-
sionally wibnessed it there ourselves.
The second part of the Service to,
«%iceh we now% draw attention is to ho
ceiobrated "Ibefore the Lord's Ta-
ble." The design of this addition
is to impress the religions covenant
mlore deeply on the minds of the
contracting parties by hynins, pray-
ers and exhortations. Joy is a nat-
ur-al attendant on Christian marniage
entered into in the fear of GOD.
The Chuirch of Christ nover frowns
en innocent amDusemeint or joy on
preper occasions. In this case she
bids 1ler children rejoice in the
words of the l2Sth or the 67th
Psahn. Either of those is verýy
suitable. Luther says of the *first:

"To this Psaliin we will clive the
titie of an Epithalaniiumn or Mar-
niagesong. In it the prophet cheer-
eth those that are married, wishing
unto thein, and promising unto them
fl'om GOD, ail iinanner ofblsng.
The latter being a prayer fer bles-
singt is also appropriate. Then fol-
loiv supplications and prayers, that
ail1 present inay joîn in shewing
their ragard for the newly-iiarried
couple. Tnhe first prayer is for
spir-tuLl blessings3, the second for
the temporal blessing of children,
the third for the performance of the
rnutual duties of love and fidelity.
Then follows the blessing. After
whichi, if there be iio Sermon, a
statement of the duties of both
piar-ties is made, drawn !rom the
Episties of St. Paul and St. Peter-.

In many placei in England it i.,
the custoin in place of this state.
ment to iake a short address, as iras
the case lately at the inarriaes of
the Metropolitan of South .Africa
and the Bishop of Manchester.
Notice the concludingr Rubnic: It
is V-onvenient that the niew-naiarried
persanus should receivo the H-oly
Communion at the timne of their
marriage, or the first opportunity
after their ma.rriag4e." This,-, if
approached in the rigrht spirit, wilI
confirm their vow to each ether, andi
hind their inutual Dromise,. Go»'s
blessing may bo ixpected on their
union begunl in this fear and in
obeffielac- to His laws. III know
not," s-iys Tertullian, "1which wvay
1 should ho able to show the happi-
ness of that wedlock, the knot
whereof the Chuirch 'doth fasten,
and the Sacrameut of the Church
confirm."

A 00013 cause is more injured by
a weak defence, than by a strourg
attack.
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