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cause! Do yen owe nothing te, Christ aud
his cause? Are yen not a great debtor ?

Be zealous thea te proinete his cause.-
w'hile yen huave oppartunît-y use it. It wvull
soon be beyond your puwer te help. NewY
is tie day of trial. " Bring ye aIl the tithes
iluta ile storebause, that there may be mneat
tin mine lieuse, and prove me now hiercwith,
saith the Lord of hosts, if 1 ivill net open
vou the windows of heaven and pour yen
out a blesi>g dit heve shial flot be roonir
cnoughi to receive i."p

VICTORIA-THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY.
Ir lias heen in my pewer to attend some

of the sittings of the General Assemnbly of
the 1Preshyterian Chureh of Victoria, îvhiclh
are jnst closed, and I think, that a few notes
rcspecting them mnay not be without inter-
ebt to the Committc ani the Churdli se
borme. Your attention bias during the past
vear bieca called, at our own Assembly and
otherwiso, to the condition of this sister
Clîurclî by tlie presence of one whose ab-
sence lîcre lias been much felt, the 11ev.
Dr. Cairns. 1 cannat speak of Victoria
and its wvants as lie can ; yet the observa-
tions of a visiter may possess an interest of
tîjeir own.

As you know, the Victorian Assembly
is not a representative Court like ours, but
like the Synod of aur UTnited Preshyterian
frieuds, eînbraces ail ministers holdhîg a
cure, witlî, of course, an equal number of
eIdlers. It gives. therefore, a just idea of the
size te which this Churcli has grown, to
say, tliat, instead of the fiftv-three minisfers;
of charges who united to form it le-ss tlîan
seveal ycars ago, niriety-six. numes of settled
pasetors stood on tîxe rail of tîjis Assemhly.
Thecfirst dnty of the Ilouse was tlîe election
of a 'Moderator, the eigheth who has filled
the chair of tlîe united body. Iu previons
cîclions, the dlaims of longê as Weil as of
proininent service in the colony have been
wisely recognised ; and the Clîuirch's choice,
on this occasion, feil on the 11ev. Thomas
11astie of Birniuyo-ng, a gentleman vwbo for
ninetea years; hits diligeurly discharg-ed
the diities of tlîat charge, stnd %vliose wvorth
has wvon tIre esteem of ail lus brethren.-
Here, however, length of service does flot
yet mean wbat it dors at home. Tîe colony
itself is only thirtv years old, counting front
thte landing' of lec earliest colonist; sud
the fathers of ils Churcli are steul in their
strengtli. A large proportion of the minis-
ters are mca wliom 1 unvueif rememiber as
studlents; nor could I fhail to observe tlîat
wvhile a few of tlîc older heads in the Assem-
lily are growing gray, hardly one of thit

is whîite. As the V'ieorign Churcli needs,
seý it surcly auglit t(> lress tue energy-
and aCtivity of yonth. Whiat godc sud
noble 'eu-k it is achieving in this neîv land,
I shali presently show you.

Butt my frieuds liere cati afford to huave
it suggested that yontlî lias drawbacks as
Weil as advantages. A large. dieiberative
hod'v, recentl'r construrc ont of diverse
elements, iiudi net yet old etiongli to ho
itzuided bv ils oîvn tra(litious or frllo'v theo
tactics ai acecpted leaders, is not likely te,
lie 'rr decisive auJT orderly in its business.
Accustoinedl to see ther whole crawd o?
aflutîrs rhuicli must be- attended to at the
meetiiigis oi our owu Suipreme Court got
over within ten days, I %vas surprsed te>
find tlic sittings of our Victorian brctlîren
spreadt oi-er a period of no less tlîan nine.
This Nvas partly (lue tO a mile they have,
limiting the daily sederunts te, four Ixours
iu tlîe inarning and tluree in the eveniiîw: a
leisarcly ar'rangem eut wlîich consuits the
coiniort of nembers more than tlic de-
spatcbi of business, and wliiclu, however it
inay contrast plensantly with our exces-
.Âvely protracted and late sittings in tlîe
Free Asseuuhly, does scemn somewlit need-
Iesslv ta detain ministers frorn Clueir cou-
gregation. As it wvas, the mIles liad to ho
relaxcl towards the close of tlue procecd.
ings suad vet tlue business, wlîicli had
draggced heavily ail along, luad te be toe
iustilv wonnd up ut last. Tlîere wvas an-

other cause for tii. 1 hiave been atc-astoui-
cc] te reekon it among the disadvantages
which attend the posession of leaders verseil
in Clinteli athitirs andî long used te guide its
deliiîeratious, tluat tlîe preceedings of aur
Assemblies faîl tee cxclnsively mbt aur
liands, tîîat youugcr aiea are scarely en-
couraged ta take pare, and tbat the fIne-
tions of the House tend to degenerate more
tbtîin isý desil able inte tue mere cconfirmation)
aud recardiug of concluisions.already arrivcd
at îîy a fewv. Here the evils lic on the otiier
side. Trhe Victorian Clîurch suifers from
ai Nvant of leaders. Those wbo are most
fie ta guide appear te be iiarCly influential
enovr-gh ta be rcadily followcd. With colo-
nial frecdom, a large proportion of tb4. -le-
rical memiiers mingle in discussion. Tiane
is toe> often wvasiteul oVer randomn or crudce
proposais ; and a iuasty suggestion of the
moument may he ut last suhstitntcd for a
well considered judgnîent. Tliese incon-
veniences, howcver, are due te the Chnrch's
youli, and the circumstances of lier for-
mation. 13etter for lier that ail lier minis-
ters sliould takec interest and part in lier
work, and tlînt thus elurongli free and equal
consultation sbe sbould wvin bier ,vay se toreo
settlcd days, than that slîe shiould lie bannd
in lier infaner te tflIending-striugs of a
Rrty or a leader. The proceedings of lier
Supreme Court may be meanwlîile a little
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