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A cruise in the Mdission vessel
among the Islande of the New
Hebrides.

15Y TUSE ItEV. DR. STEEL.

No. Il.
On arriving at Port IResolution in the

Island of Tanna, the 11ev. Mr. Robertson,
bis wife and child went asisoro to the
mission bouse of tho 11ev. Thomas Neilson,
but I remained on board, wvhich I diii for
the most part ail tisrough the voyage.
This accustomcd me tise more to the vossel,
and prevenred the recuirrenco of tise mal de
mer. Next day I fossnd Mr. Robertson
laid Up with foyer and ague, to iwhich mis-
sionaries are snbýjoct on these hot veicanie
isiands. I had a waik withi Mr. Neilson,
wvho shr'.'-ed me kind attention, along tie
p*is nia which encloses Port Ilosointion,

..nd from one spot saw the isials(ls of
Aueityum, Fetuna, Aniiwa, and Eroman-
ga-ail the southeru iâiands of tise greup.
I visited a sacred spot under a wvide-sproad-
ing hanyan trc-a naturai cathedrai. The
people connect ail the ovents of their ]ives
with sacred observances, and mako offer-
ings on their rude aitars. XVe saw a com-
pany mal<ing thicir favourite drink, kava.
This is maie iii a very disgusting way by
eliewing tise roots of the pepper
plant-piper met hysti*ctln. After beingp
well mixed with saliva, it is piaced in
a wooden dish, mixed with wvater, and
very carefsiiy straincd witis a piece of tise
cloth-like bark of the cocoa-nut troc. A
portion Nvas piaced in a cup and presented
to the chief first, who sucked it througi a
reed. Tise ehewving process is perterînci
by boys; but the drinking is confined to
inon. This drink is very popular ail over
the Pacifie. There is an intexicating
elemeut in it, but of a stupifying, flot cx-
Citing kini, iwhea taken to, cxcess, wvhich is
flot often done. This plant gr-os abund-
antly in Tanna, aud the drink is daiiy
mnade. The sause mon had a fowi baked
in a paste maie of bananas, earefuiiy
covered wvith lcaves of the saine. It look
cd very juicy and weii cooked. The
Tannese go as nakc I notv as wvhen Cap-
tain Cook n'as in this part cxactiy ore
liundred years ago. lus description of

.,ilien tisen appiies to tiseni stili. Mr.
N~eilson is inow qiuite safe among tisem, and

irespeeted, but fev eorne to the worship.
Much misehiet bias been done in this port,
as in so many otier places by whsite
traders.

Contrar-v wvinds dctained us several days
and it rssined, se tisat wvc couid flot waik
about; but on Saturday afternoon, tise
2nd of May, it cleareci. 1 lauded %vith tise
captain, and Nfr. Neilson took us a very
intcrosting waik tlsrough tise trees te a spot

on the shore where the evidences of great
voicanie action %vere apparent. Tise rocks
lookecd as if s.iscy ibail been mcited, and liai
run like wç.tor. Tise ripples woe mnarked
on the suirfacet.

On Sabliats rnorning, at haif-past nine,
I attessici tise native service. There wero
about fifty p resosit, tisirty mon and twenty
woinen. 'l icy sang wveli, mucli botter
tisan tise AnZ-ityssnese at Mr. Murray's.
Air. Neflzon eailed uspon a chief te offer
prayer. Thsis man was ciad in a solditr's
roi ceat. Ho liad once heen a groat can-
nibai, but had been înterested iii tise Gos-
pel,hiai ieen friendiy te mission aries fpr many
voars. lie saved h1r. 1'atot's lifé in 1862.
!lo is net, ho'vever, yet baptised. Mr.
Neilson preaclhcd very lutently, and called
upon nie te say a fe% vord5, %vieh 1 did.
I %vas deeply mnoved te sei sveb a company
engage in tise service of God. Tise mna
wvere mostly naked, but a fcw liad shirts.
One of tisei liad a bonnet. Others biai
(covenigs on tise head maie of the green
leaves of tise banana, and one had these
bouni by a piece of flshi:'g net.

An English service wvas lield in Mr.
Neiison's at cleven o'clock, uvheu the
miesion party, tise ship's eempany, and a
resiiosît whiite man asseinhîci. I preached
a discourse of consolation te the bereavcd
frein John xi. 35-1* Jesus wNept." Bosh
Mr. and Mrs. Neilson liai recentiy lest
tiseir fatisers, as wvell as tîseir oiwn ehild,
an(i Mr. Neils.-.n had lest a brotiser-in-law,
ivlso, as their fiatliers, uvas a Prosbyteriani
miîhster. Mr. Neilson uvas te, preach on
bourd in tise evoning, but as Mrs. No~lson
liai an attack of' fîver, lie couli net corne.
I therefore again offlciated, Mr. Robertson
taking tise prciiminary dovotional. oxercisos.

I learned tîsat Tannis is net the naative
naine of tise isiani. It signifies Illand."
Whiea in 1774 Mr. Forster, wvio, was
naturali:its te Captain Cook's oxpedition,
inquirci tise naine of tise isiani, perbaps
by poinin te th ganrd, the natives
said "Tannisa." thThyex ski "Tanna
Ipara " for tiseir own lansd "Tannsa
Asies tyunm," Il TnaIre," for Aniwa;
aîsd "lTanna E rronan " fer Fe7tuna.

On Monday the 4tls May ive sailci from.
Tanna. It ývas a beautiful day, and as
tise wind ivas ifight, %ve ivent siovly aiong,
and bad a very good viosv of Mounit Yasur,
the volcane.
IlBy noon a dusky eloud appearci te risc 'Q
Blut biaz'd a beacon iseugit nocturnai skies.'1
The sides are coerci with lava. A con-
siderable quantity of sulpisur is deposited,
and is sometimes cxperted. Tise springg
arc hot and ssipisuric. Tle wet weaîheér
prevented me frein visiting of more cesciy,
and seeing iate tise Crater.
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