
THE CANADIAN

from bloom to blossom, gathering the
k*ey that muet bave been spread with sui a
1Iii band in that queen of gardons.

A&tYongst the ancient Egyptians the bee was
hieroglyphical emblem of royalty. I do

40 know whether it became the emblem et
Ylty to them from the fact that something
%logous to a monarchy bas frequently been

neousiy supposed to exist in a. hee-hive.
, there is one of the members of the eolony

b n as the queen, who, at certain seasons, is
Object of particular regard on the part of
.the other members, but only because the

ieetincts of aIl are variously directed towarte
, t that time, as one indispensable to the

jeots for which the bee-community existe;
'ut, beyond the fact of having this attendance

DPon ber, those who make a study of the sub-
kt, tell us that there is ne evidence whatever
O! anYthing like the authority exercised by the

nModern nations the bee furnishes anexple ef al that is inspiriting and patriotie.e Patriotism is there, at any rate. You do
O find the members of a bce communityhbklng exception to the way in which the aff aire%t Meruaged. There is no clamoring for pro-

on, but each inseci fills the p.ace for which
was*" intended, without questioning,
hey all co-operate towards the common

eft the c>mmunity, and agree thatDiIon is strength," since in repelling invasion'
enging aggression, the whole community
e . as one, inasmuch as their several

are directed to the one object of the
. ervation ef their hive; and, as to the

ptin no one can deny that an interview
bee that mens business, is decidedly

ad tensely inspiriting. The interviewer is in-

hWith feelings of-well, they need not be re-
fot ere, as everyone who bas bad the pleasure

iInterview with the bee, can supply the
i to suit himself.

a mathematician, the boa can prove
r Ûlistaken, when he said, "There is no

road to learning," since it is a geometric-

par eXcellence, and reached that state, too,
lut any of those weary interviews in which

4d lituman student questions the advisability
a'curao of the Great Mathematician's

er rial plans, but in which the student
aably coines out second best.

for example, at the mathematical

th 1 ty exhibited by the bee in the formation
e in the comb of the hive. They are
in form, she shape whibh, au every

aui9tician knows, will combine the great-
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est economy of space and material, since the
hezagon being perfectly regulotr, there can,
therefore, be no interstices between, and,
conseqQently, every atom of space is econ-
omized.

Besides th heagon, the bee construots
other mathematical figures of variousi forme
that are necessary tl the strength and continu-
anoe of the hive. And thon, in respect of the
construction of theme mathematical figures, the
bee is always abead of the human student again,
for it never make mistakes. All its proceed.
ings are founded on sure and infallible principles,
and you neyer find a bee unwise enough te
question those prnciples.

The bee furnishes a lively testimony to the
proverb "Familiarity breeds contempt." With
what supreme and wholesome contempt for the
insect are you permeated after an interview, in
which the bee, to say the least of it, bas been
decidedly tamiliar, and how feelingly yon re-
mark to yourselt that you will keep it at a dis'
tance evermore.

What a lesson is furnished to us, too, in the
provident industry of the bee. Observe, will
you, how instinct, which is merely a blind
impulse as far as the bee in concerned, leade it
to provide for a possible future, to care for ite
young, to provide, in fact, in every way for the
healthful continuance of the community; while
man, whose superiority over the insect i
asserted in the fact that he is provided by the
Creator with reason, the noblest of all God's
good gifts to man, will look upon to-day only
as the day before to-morrow, and defer being
prudent to old age, looking forward to a promise
of wisdon as a patron of hie latter years, and
who, when he a-rives at old age, finds that his
years bave far outstripped his wisdom, and that
he has now neither the opportunity nor the
capabilty for the wisdom that might have been
hie portion bad proper prudence been exercised
in his earlier 3 ears.

In studying the habits and work of the bee,
we cannot help referring to the instinct shown
in their work to a higher power, which makes
the instinct subserve the highest ends for which
it was created, and we muet conclude also that
the Creator, in showing His perfect work in the
bee, bas also shown His perfect love to man.
May we have, in a measure, the true philosophy
displayed by that insmet.-Cahfornia Fruit
Grower.

Furlty of Itallan Bees.

Beside me lies a letter in which I find this
question: " Can pure Italian been have more
than three bande ?" The purity of the Italian
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