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in securilig a sk(-eton froin its l>orial-plnce, when the Actes discovered
the theft, and tbcy at once set upon the desecrators of their nestor's
tonîb aud fairly chased tlîeni ont of the country, the poisolied arrows
proving too formidable for the invaders to resist, especially wdîen used
by foes as active as mnonkeys, and who could pour tlueir arrows on their
foes froni tree-tops, -hile they scarc.ely exposed ain inch of tlueir littie
dark bodies to the eî,e iv.

The Aetas are less known than any of the savage races of the wvorId.
The Spaniards wouuld flot ventîure ainong them, and would flot permîit
others to do so. M). de la Gironiere niany years ago uvent among them,
and le bas lett a vtry interesting and exeiting acecount of thein. One
passage is as follows:

"One morning, while phlrsuing our way in silence, we heard before us
a Chorus of squeaking tones, w},ieh had more reseinblance to the cries
of birds than to, the huian voice. We kept on our guard, concealing
our approachi as nmuch as possible with the nid of trees and brambles.
Ail at once we îserceived et a littie distance about forty savages of aIl
sexes and ages, who lîad absolutely the air of animnais. Tlîey were on
the banks of a rivulet, and surrotunding a great fire. W'e made several
steps in advance, and presented the butt ends of our guns towards them.
As soon as they perceived us, they set up shrill cries, and prepared to
take flight, but I made signs to them, showing them some packets of
cigars tluat we wished to give them. I had fortunately received et Binan-
gonan ail the instructions necessary for opening up communications with
them, and as soon as they comprehiended us, they ranged themselves
into a line, like men preparing for a review. This was the signal that
we might approach. We went up to them with cigars in our hands, and
I commenced distributing themn from one end of the line. It was very
important that we should inake friends with them, and give each an aequal share, according to their custoru. The distribution being over, an
alliance was cemented, and peace concluded, when they commenced v
smok<ing. k

" A deer was hanging from a troc, and from this the chie! cut three
large slices with a bamboo knite and threw them on the fire. Drawing M
themn out an instant afterwards, he presented a piece to each of us. The U
exterior was sliqhtly burned and sprinlkled with ashes, but inside it was t(
perfectly raw and bloody. It would not do, however, to show the repug-
nance I felt at making a repast scarcely better than a cannibal's, for my
hosts would have be scaîudalized, and 1 wished to live in good fellow- 1 O
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