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The Agricultural laws of the Maritime Provinces.

Quebes, 27 August, 1892
Iin. A, BArNARD EsqQ.
Dircetor of the Journals of Agriculture
Sir,

As a member of the commission on the liquor-question (ré-
sime des boissons), I have just been visiting the capitals and
prinoipal districts of the maritime provinces.

In conformity with the instructions of the Hor. Louis
Beaubien, I, at the same time, investigated the agricultural
laws of these vrovinoes and their maaner of workiag.

NOVA-SCOTIA.
AUORICULTORAL SOCIETIES.

At Halifaz, I was fortunate cnough to pass sowme time in
conversation with Mr. George Lawsor, secrctary of the
department of Agriculture,

In this province, the law allows as many societies to be
established as the farmers choose to form ; only. 25 members
and $40.00 worth of subscriptions are ecessary to the orga-
pisation of a society. In the eightecn counties of Nova-Scotia,
there were. last year, 81 socictics, cight of which were in the
county of Luncaburg; 4159 wmembers ; subseriptions,
$5,211.20 ; and government grants $6,432.00.

Altbough the government be authorised to grant twice the
amount of the subscriptions, up to $400.00 a county, it will
be obscrved that the farmers have subseribed u sum almost
cqual to the grant of the Legislature, I beg to remark, cn
passant, that, in the province of Quebee, in 1890, the mem-
bers of these sooictics subseribed $25,136.69, and the govern-
ment grant in aid was $35,978.30. From what I heard, the
societies of Nova-Scotia are very popular, and do a great deal
of good. Their chief aim is the improvement of cattle,
and al of them buy breeding-stock. If I may rely on Mr.
Smith, director of the agricultural school, these soscioties are
at the same time, to a certain cxtent, farmers’ olub,, They
are authorised to expend a cerfain part of their funds in the
purchase of agricultural publicativas ; they meet occasionally
to hear lectures from some of their members, or from lceturers
sent out by government, Last winter, Mr. Smith bimself gave
several lectures in the preseoee of the members of these
rocteties.

The last report of the department gives the names of seve-
ral agricultural publications that the commissiones advized
the socictics to buy. In this roport is shown the speoial «iforts
cach society hasmade for the improvement of stock os of farm-
ing in general, and the results obtained. These details are
most interesting, and it is highly desirable that our socictics
should, jo their reports, enable the Commissioner to make
koown to the public the progress they are muking in agri-
culture.

Tue CoUNCIL OF AGRICULTURE.

The council of agriculture iv Nova-Scotia was abolished
in 1885,
THE AGRICULTURAL SCBOOL,

At Truro, I visited the farm-schoo) of 104 acres established
by government : it cost $7,000.00. The local government is
about cstublishing 2 new sehool at a cost of §7,000.00 List
year, 25 pupils attended it. There is a orcamery on this
farm,

CONDENSED-MILK FACTORY,

At Truro, I went over the condensed-wilk-factory. Every
rummer’s day, it takes in 6 to 8 thousand pounds of milk,
«very winter’s day four thousand pouns. The scoretary told
w~ that he could get from the farmers in winter, more milk

than he buys at prescot ; if he does not, it is beoause the
company does not want to make more condensed milk than it
can get rid of,

To this factory is attached s creamery which is worked
when the company has too great a stock of condensed milk vn
hid  [o summer, 75 cents, in wioter, $1.25 are psid for
100 1bs of milk.

The sale of this condensed wilk has been tried in Bogland,
but it did not pay. The manutacture consists in the cvapor-
ation of ubout 75 ©), of the water the milk contains, and the
addition of a ccrtain quantity of sugar.

All the farmers of the neighbourhood are large milk-pro-
ducers ; although Truro iv 60 miles from Halifax, it supplies
that town with a part of the milk it uses. The milk is sent
by the ¢ milk-train ” every morning. * The farmers here never
cmigrate,” said a Truroite to me, ** for those who, with cire
and iotelligence, devote themselves to dairying always suceeed. ’

I wish I could say as much for the whole of the province
of Quence, At Truro, a good proportion of the cows oalve down
in the full, so the furmers have plenty of milk to <ell in
wister, when it fetches a higher price than in summer.

FRrUIT @ROWING.

Fruit-growicg has been highly developed in the provisce,
It exported, they told me, last year, to England, more thaa
300,000 barrels of apples, the greater part of which was grown
in the Annapolis valley, From the train that took me to Yar-
mouth, I saw the numerous fine orchards than adorn this
important part of Nova-Seotia. Close by, I saw the quay where
the Acadians embarked when they were cxpelied from their
country. Near the quay, was ap ancicnt elm that was the
silent witnees of the tears and groans of these unbapyy exiles,

In this part there are also long sca-banks or dikes built by
the Acadians before their banishment. They proteot from the
innundations of the sea large tracts of land whieh, without
them, would be useless.

Nova Scotia has a fruit-growery’ association. In its last re-
port, the members pressingly request the government to estab-
lish a school of pomology. As I read these lines, I was pleased
to recall the fuct that the Hon. Louis Beaubien had desided
to fill up, in our proviace, the void of which the Nova-Scotians
complain. Fruit-drying fuctories exist in this provinee, where
the fruit i preserved by drying or evaporation.
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NEW-BRUNSWICK.
AGRICULTURAL SOCIETIES.

The number of socictics established in each county is unli-
wmited by law, but at least 50 members and $100.00 of sub.
soriptions are necessary before a socicty can be founded.

Here, 28 in our proviace, the proper working of agrienl-
taral socictics is a problem hard to solve. In aceordunce with
the dispositions of the law, the societics in New-Brunswick
are made larger, as regards the extent of country they cover,
than those of Nova-Scotia. Mr. Inches, the sceretary of the
department of agricalture, does not think much of the good
tesulting from the operations of their societies. Hz speoially
complaing of the cxorbitant outlay for cxhibition buildings
made by some, aod declares that the majority of the fall-
shows are of listle use to the furtherance of agricultural pro-
gress. The prizes are frequently givee in sn injudicious maa-
ner, and tend little to the development of the most remune-
rative agricultural industries. He scemed, like me, to admire
the system of Nova-Scotia, and told me that the society that
did the most good in the provinee was the smallest, that is,
the one that covered the least extent of land. Mr. laches
retains a pleasant recolleotion of you, and takes pleasure in



