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LESSON XUI.-ECEMBER. 24.

Christ's Commg Foretod
Isalah ix., 2-7. Memory versas 6,

IRead Isalah xl.,:1-10.

Goldea Text.
Unto you is born this day, in- the city

David, a Saviour, which Is Christ -the Lo
-Luke 11., 11.

Home Readings.
M. I a. ix., 1-7.-Christ's coming foretold
T. Isa. xi., 1-10.-Prince af Peace.
W. Jer. ixiii., 1-6-The Lord our righteo

ness.
Th. Isa. xL, 1-11.-Good tidings.
F. sau. lxxii., 1-17.-A blessedl reign.
S. Acts iii., 18-26.-A prophet.
Su. I. Pcter i., 1-12.-Testilfied beforeha

Lesson Text.
Supt.-2. Thé people that walked in da

ness have sean a graat light; they t]
dwell in the land of the shadow of dea
upon.them hath the light shined.

School.-3. Thou ' hast multiplied t
nation, and not increasaed the joy; they
before thee accarding ta the joy in harvE
and as men rejoice when they divide t
spoil.

4. For theu hast broken the yoke of
burden, and the staff of his shoulder, t
rod of his oppressor, as in the day of M
lan.

5. For every battle of the warrior is w.
confused noise, and garments rolled
blocd; but this shall be with burning a
fuel of lire.

6. For unto us a child Is born, unto
a son is given; and the government sh
he upon bis shoulder; and his name sh
be called Wonderful, Counsellor, T
Mighty God, The everlasting Father, t
Prince of Peace.

,7. Of the increase of hl governmenit a
peace there shall be . no end, upon t
thirne of David,.and upon bis kingdom,
order it; and to establish it with judgme
and with justice from henceforth evea f
ever. The zeal of the Lord of hosts w
perform this.

The Bible Class.
Prophecies of Christ's Coming.-Gen. i

15; xxii., 15-18; Gal.. in., 8, 16: Gen. xli
10: Heb. vii., 14: Rev. v., 5: Deut. xviii.,
18: Acts iii., 19-26: Psa. il., 6, 7: Heb.
5-10, 13: Psa. xlv., 6, 7,; lxxii., 2-19: I
liii., 1-12: Jer. xxiii., 5, 6: Dan. ix., 24-2
Zech. Vi., 11-13; ix., 9-11; xiii., 1, 2: M
iv., 2.

SUggestions
This Is a lesson of joy. Christ's comil

ta this earth was an avent foretold ai
looked forward ta, for thousands of yea
beforehand. His coming vas expected,. b
when he came, he was not recognized 1
those who had been most zealously teac
ing the prophecies.of his glory, He car
ta his own and bis own received him n
(John i., 9-11.) The teachers and leade
of the people had taught the prophecles a
cording ta their own Interpretations; b
that did not alter God's truth. God's wo
stands true forever whetber we behieve
or net. Wa eau only Interpret God's wo
by the power of lis Spirit, (I. Cor. 1
11-14.)

The coming of Christ ta the heart of t
individual is an occasion a! great joy. T
first important event in any life is the m
ment of the soul's awakening ta the realiz
tioi of God's claim. The first. taste of re
happiness and joy cames when the so
opens wide its doors for the incoming-of t)
Saviour.

Isalah prophesîes great joy and rejoicli
at the time of the Saviour's coming. Th
passage should be read In the Revis
Bible, as the sense la there given mo
.clearly. The third and fltth verses espec
.ally are different- from th old renderi
which gives one rather a. confused Ide
Ttc. Revision reads,-'Thou hast multipli

thenation, thou hast increased their jay:
tbey joy before thea according ta the joy
n harvest, as men rejoIce wihèn they dl-

vide the spoil.' This clearly gives the idea
of perfect happiness. The ilfth versè is.-
*For all the rmor of .the armed man in.
the túmult, ind 'the garments: rollèd in
blood, shall éven be for burning, for a fuel
of fire.' This prophesies the. state of pence
ini which the world should be at the -com-
ling cf the M 1ssiah. And it Was fulfilled
in that thlere were no. wars going on at the
timae of his birth. The armor and ti gar-
nients stained with the battle. should lie
usefulonly as fuel to the nations which

of were at péace.
Christ brings peace as well as joy when

he enters our hearts ta abide. He it is
who is perfect in wisdom, in might, and
love, He is - the Everlasting Prince of
Peace, the son of God, yet one with God
himself.

us-Leson ymn.
Ta us a Child, of hope Is born,

Ta us a Son is given;
Hlim shall the tribes of earth obey,

nd. Him ail the hosts of heaven.

His name shall be the Prince of Peace,
rk- For avermore adared.
hat The Wandcrtil, the Counsellor,
,th, The great and mlghty Lord!

,he Hus power, increasing, SURl shaih sprend,
I-l is reigu na end shall know;

'st, Justice shah guard Hua thrane above,
Tho And peace abaund below.

his .n TOPc.
he Iec. 24. -Our royal Brother. Heb. i., 1-9;
id- iW., S. (A Christmas meeting.)

ith •Junior C. E·
in Dec. 24.-How would Christ have us keep
nd Christmas? Psa. xli., 1-3: lxxxi., 1-3. (A

Christmas sang service suggested.)
us
all
ail Hirnts to Teachç-rs.
he-
he (Rev. C. H. Spurgeon.)

On a late occasion I-saw two or three lads
nd h amé from a certain young men's class,he and one' of them pulled out two or threa
ta long, beautifully written letters-well-con-
nt ceived letters-and the writer was his .teach-
or er That teacher is a very busy man. All

bl bis time is taken up in a very important
situation. I said to myseif, 'Can this young
gentleman afford so mucli time from lis
.aborious, mental occupation ta write letters
to this one boy ? I will ask the next one.

x., Does he write ta you Yes, sir, on my
15, birthday; and he writes at other times, - too.'
L, 'Hav' you gôt any letters ?' 'I felt'bond
sa. ta oiok at this holy correspondence. The7: letters were fuil of thought a nd so well
a'. done, that if they were printed they would

be worthy*of the best magazine in the world.
Wen I.ffound boys, one after another,
brought ta Christ by these letters, which

ng showed' such diligence .and ca'e, I did'not
nd wonder thiat the boys were converted. I dors not attribute their salvation ta the lettersut themselveà, but I do-think the Spirit of God
by was likely:,to use the man who could thush- lay himself out for the salvation:of boys.
ce Whenever you, that are in trade, firid anot. article pays you iiicrease your stock. If a'rs shop pays you want ta take the next shop;c- you put on a wing, or employ anotherut -traveller. Well, brethren, when God blessesrd you the Spirit of God .is manifestly notit straitened tcwards you, and therefore dord more; try something eisc; and let it be your
. endeavor ta utilize to the utmost the blessed

power which is poured out upon you. Came,he then, let us blend much expectation with ourhe effort Believe- that God is golng to bless0-. ycu. Here is one of the rules of the king-
a- dom: 'According to thy faith, sa be Ita. unto tLee.' 'If thou beliëvest ail things
ul are possiblé ta him that believeth,' but If
he thou teachest in a dull, doleful manner, not

expecting ta see any miracle wrought by the
ng Word of the Lord, it may he that the child-
is ren will go home from-the class weary, and
ed then more weary still., Oh ! for expectation!
re If, after class, yau»-say, -!I did expect some

w- girl-t stop and tali ta me.' If the teacher
ng says, * I did think one of those ,boys would
a. be brought ta the Saviour,' and If he tells
ed them ha would like ta see .them, and ex-

rects thcy will came, it ls not very long be-
fore that very expectation of the teacher
* iULlboget a desire in the children, and Gad
will send Hic blessing.

You will remember an old stary told .of
me; but It is- one of the few tha't are truc,.
If ever you hear anything about -me- *con-
clude at once that it is a lie, and ybu will
gene-ally be' right. This -one anecdote is,
liowever,.correct. A yoùng brother preach-
ed on Tower 1-ill, and he came to me and
wanted comfort. . 'I have been preaching
these twelve months, and have not seen any
conversions.'. I answered. ' Do you think
that every time you open your niouth God
is going to bless you ?' He modestly re-
plIed, 'No, I do not expect :it.' Then I
answeied him, ' That is the reason you do
not get it. God has given you all you ex-
pected; you cannot grumble.' He told me
afterwards that I set him expecting, and he
preached inan expectant way, and very soon
Gad blessed him. If the Spirit of the Lord
is not straitened have a large expectancy.

Opium Catechiism.
(By Dr. R. H. McDonald, of San

Francisco.)

CHAPTER III.-DANGER OF OPIUM.
1. Q.-What is the wdrst thing about

opium?
A.-Its danger.
2. Q.-Why is it dangerous?
A.-BIecause it is a poison, and taken even

in moderate quantity it will produce death.
3 Q.-Is this its chief danger ?

. A.-No; its~chief danger is in the fact that
a person who tàkes It regularly to soothe
pain must keep on taking it after the pain
is gone, or he will suffer more in other ways
than he did at first.

4. Q.--Are the first effects of opium
pleasant?

A.-Yes; it seems ta act likea cbarm, and
it this lies the first great danger. It closes
the weary eyelids, bringing freedom fro;m
pain and a feeling of comfort and content.
But it soon changes to a dragon that binds
with a chain that cannot be broken.

5. Q.-What modes of taking opium are
on the increase?

A.-Opium sm3king and the hypodermie
injection of morphine, injecting it under the
skin.

6. Q.-Is the effect of opium on the sys-
tem well understood?

A.-The different degrees of impaired
bealth it brings on are very little under-
stood, and there Is need for physicians and
others ta study to improve the manner of
treating opium patients, for the terrible suf-
fering of these patients is shocking.

7. Q.-In what way does the use of opium
sericusly affect young people?

A.-It ls often given to children in the
form'of paregoric, soothing syrups and simi-
lar preparations of opium to make them
sleep, by foolish and ignorant mothers and
lazy nurses, ta keep ehildren from crying if
cross or in pain.

8. Q.-What is the result of this?.
A.-The children live in a stupid, besot-

ted state; the use of. drugs injuring their
brains, and dulling their senses, until they
either grow up listless, useless men and wo-
n'en, or if they have any aliment, the opium
has quieted their senses until they are un-
able ta make the fact known and die sud-
denly.

9. Q.-In view of this, what should be an
Invariable rule with mothers?

A.-They should never allow their chil-
dren to take a drap of soothing syrup, pare-
goric or opium, in any form, however dilut-
cd, except. in cases of .severe illness, and
preseribed by a reliable physician.

10. Q.-How do'people acquire the habit
of taking opium?

A.-In almost every instance they begin
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