
oceurreil nearly forty >earsag.î and the party whoue hi.,tory the other is
revealing has bect dead thirty yearb at ea.st.

THEf StIN..

Forty ycars ago it was not diflicult fir a yonine clerLyntiti to find an en-
tirely new fiel for hi i eterprie. The imi-sion -leted 'y tlie pre-eint
writer was ini thei then vast diocese of N ova S.otia : :11i it lappenei to
be at one of tlic ihr edils of it, vih., ii the oIrthbr part ofi Newlboiiillai.l.
'le old iiila)ittants of tle place hlad one and ail cmeiii frtitio Dar''t-hire in
England. The population ot the district was about vighteei hiidred ; and
exctept in tlie case ofa lw hired men every soul belongeil to the Chulireb -.1
Enîglaid. IHIciec i ay bc iiferred i lat nlone t here h:il len haptized lut
tho>e who liaiirated fwm Durset,hire: and therefore imnî-diate arranC
nients haid to bc imadfore admlic:iiiiii.t ration of that -aerament oit an utitmial
scale. The 31iiarys plain was readily agreed too, that except in omne
urgent easst : the to hle aioutit of one hlundreds shonli be po-t
poned until tlic Easter Sinday in t lie followiig year. Ii tlie interim
preparation was to be mîade by eateclizimig the young each Sniilay alter-
uoon in the preence oflthe congregation, and by oecasioia\ lectures.

IN-rtoo:-ros OFr G:olt(: PARSONS.
After a tap at the study door, and flic iiuual " comie in," a very ercy

head was thrust in, and fron the lips under the grey hairs the followmlig
words procceded.

"Par-.on, nn'y I ask yoi why you do not all ie up to sav imy catechisni '
*Adoar y.- Let me first a>k your namie, and thtn 1 will tell you ; khr I

have begun to feel a liking for you alrcady " Tte fiane gien, the Mis.
sionary ob-erved that lie felt reluctant to eall ii) o old a man because it
f'requently occurred that ihe mnemory ol' old pieole wa. imiîjpaired, so that
what a nant uiigit kiow well, lie coild not .suddenlly call to mind. J ust
try me, parzon. And putting li, arns btrait dovn hc wer.t through clic
catechiskn without one single lh, somne of flic vord, not in icommuon use.
probably havin: been pronoinned as they had rarely(if ever)been protmnun.
eed befire. Of course, flic lissionary felt astoiishinent; and on seeking
inlorniation thc explanation given was as follows. Ilis parents hived it
a paridh near Poole, and the zood I{ector had nlot neglected the godly
custoni of eathechizing the children on Sunday afternoons. George Parsons
had learned to read as well as to aay hi, catechliism. But one day while
he was at a wrestling match a press.gang iade a successfil deseent upon
the party, and several verc at once marched off to a man-of-war. On his
way the party was met by a mercbant of Poole, who having some know-
ledge of himi stopped to speak to hfini. The merchant lad a vessel waiting
for hands to sail for Newf'ouidland : and while a press.gang was in the
neighbourhood it was alnost impossible to man a merchant vessel. By
this miierchant Parsons sent a message to bis friends ; and was told to look
out sharp for an opportunity to escape that should be put in his way. The
sane evening a bunb-boat wonan came alongside, and put into his hands
a basket to hand up, which contained under some cabbages a gown and
a bonnet. Those articles were soon put on, and the gown and bonnet with
what they eontained were passed down into the boat, and the boat put off
-not, however to the shore, but to the vessel that wanted a hand, of
which the anchor was soon up, and the voyage begun. Indue time he
arrived in Newfoundlaud, and was sent off far awa:y up one of the bays
with another man to conduct a salnion fishery. Neither of then possess-
cd a book, and Parsons soon forgot bis reading. But as he had said his
catchisn every Sunday in England, be resolved to continue the practise,
as the only religious servicc he had it in his power to perform. In time
he picked up a wife, and took her to that retired spot. Still continuin-
bis peculiar Sunday services, bis wife thus lcarned the catechtsm-several
children also acquired it exactly as the patriarch taught it, and the whole


