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sufliced, our next duty is to help the two
Sacietics, whichthav e so long, #o generously so
extensively helped us—I mean the Saciety for
Propagation of the Gospel, and the Suociety
for Promoting Christian l&nowlcdgc.xm almost
equaliy hberal henefactor, But further, can
1t be said that the subscribers tothe Church
Rociety arc in numbers, and tho subscriptions
in amount,what they ought to be, what they
might be, if we were willing to do our duty?
Clearly not. Itistime that we should adunt,
what cannot i truth be demed, that our con-
tributions full far short ofthe average of other
denominations,  Some ricthomc amony us
give but poor assistance, and numbers of the
rorer clazses, who all give 1in other rehigious

odies, give nothing at all in ours: and many
swell the amount they mive by dividing itinto
a long list, which takes up agreatdeal of room,
and costs something to print, but s, after all,
a poor result. The real reason of this is, that
we have had tvo much, nottoo little done for
us, and our cnergy hasbeen expended in talk,
rather than in practical self-denying action.
Objections may be raised to the working of
cvery institution, but no_ Socicty was ecver
framed on a more hberul basis than our own.
No alteration in its rules, no improvement in
its arrangemont, his cver been proposed
without a full and fair consideration, and it
has been always adopted, when it appeared to
carry conviction to the majority of the mem-
bers’ present, of whom two-thirds are by the
constitution, laymen. Nor have 1 ever at-
tended a mecting of the General Commtitee
for the :ast twenty years, at which the laity
have not outnumbered the clergy, nor one, in
which the clergy as a body-acted apart from
their lay brethren, Asthen webave all one
interest, and oneonly,—as the cause of the
Church ought to be dearcr tous than that of
our own famihies,—as the Church must fail un-
less more earnest eftorts are made, I ask you to
do your utmost at this tilme to preserveyour-
selvex from that disgrace which must fall upon
us, if by carclessness, mdifference, or divivion,
we suffer the favourable mowment to pass away,
and 1t becomes necessary to withdraw all aid
to some of our missions,

I have spoken very plainiy,butitis my duty
50 to do, that I may not be unfaithful to your
souls. And I make but onc more request,
that every clergyman will read this ({ctter
publicly and distinetly to his congregation in
every Church in his mission, soon after he re-
ceives a copy ofit; and wall take care that
every member of his vestry, and every mem-
ber of his congregation, is mado acquainted
with its contents.

I am, dcar brethren,
Your faithful servant and Bishop,
Jons FREDERICTON,
Tn the Clerzy, Chureh Wardens, Vestries, and
other members of the Church of England
m the Diocese of Fredericton,

P. 8.—Probably a considerable addition
might be made to our funds, if the clergy
would endeavour to enlist the kind help of
ladies as collectors in our parishes. In town
parishes this would be most desirable.

Trat well-meaning but cxtremely short-
sighted man, Lord Ebury, who for sote ycars
has been trying to get up an agitation having
for its objcet such a revision of the Prayer-
book as would satisfy the disscnters of Eng-
land, lately waited upon the Archbishop of
Canterbury for the purpose of presenting once
of s foolish petaitions. Hais lordship was ac-
companicd by a few clergymen who feol their
ordination vows sit heavily upon them. We
cab scarcely imagine what surt of a Prayer-

book we should have after cverything had
been cut out which is distasteful to Preshy.
terians, Anabaptists, Quakers, Socinans,
Mecthodists, Congregationahsts, Invingites,
Swedenborginuz, and the many forms of re.
hgion with which **the liberty of private
judgment’” has made the world familiar. At
any rate, it would not, we presume, bo agree-
able to the mllions of Englishmen, and the
twventy thusand Enghsh clergy men, who love
and betiovo their Prayer-book : and, in deal-
ing with the Book of Common Prayer, it is,
we suppose, not too much to expect that the
faith of Churchmen should have as much re-
gard paid to it as the prejudices of dissenters.
The pehitioners cunningly took advantage of
a subject which has lately been causing some
excitement in England, but 1t will be secun,
from the Archbishop’s reply, that there 13 not
much chance of the Church in Convocation
acceding to Lord Kbury's modest request,
11is Grace said,—

My _lords, my rev. brethren, and Christian
friends,—Un the topie with Which youraddress
opens—the intreduction of certamn . 1tualisuic
obzervances and the usc of peculiar vest-
ments—1 have recently, and I trust with suf-
ficient oxplicitness, declared my sentunents,
Nor are you probably altogether ignorant of
my views on the subject of litvrgical revision,
1t may, however, be well that Lshould take
this opportunity of explaining them more
fully., You ask me to advise ler Majesty to
appoint another Royal Comnussion to carry
out 4 revision of the Book of Common Prayer
similar to that which was charged two ycars
since wwith the consideration of the terms of
clerical subseription : but the cases are widely
different, In consenting to the appointment
of a royal Commission for the latter purpose
I was persuaded that I was acting in con-
formity with the feclings and opinions of the
great body of the clergy as well as of the lay
members of our Church, and the result justs-
fied my belief. But were I to accede to your
present wishes, Tam certain that T should be
affronting the convictions and disappointing
the expectationsof an overwhelining majorty
of bath. Supposing. bowever, that I were to
yield to your solicitations, and recommend a
new commission tor tho revision of the Litur-
£y, you could na.dly hope to have your own
undisputed way 1n its counsels. Others, with
very different views from your own, woul
gladly seize the orp_ortumty of insisting upon
changes to suit their own tastes and princi-
ples; would not rest satisfied without _claun-
ing their share of the spoils of tho Prayer-
book, and would carry the movement far be-
yond the intention of those who originated at:
and whea the work of recopstruction was
accomplished, the reformed Liturgy would
probably be such that a very large number
of thyse who are now ministening in the
Church of England would find themselves no
longer able, consistently with truth and con-
scienee, to retain their office in it, To this
conclusion I have comne, because from your
own cxpressions 1 gather that the revision
you contemplato is such as shall meet tho
views not only of those within the pale of our
Church who think with you, but also of the
general body of Nonconformists. The toach-
ing of the Church of England must then be
lowered to the level of their standard, the
doctrinc touching both sacraments entirely
altered, and 1 know not how they could be
content without the abolition of Episcopacy,
and the separation of Church and State  You
will not be surprised, then, that I inchoe to




