THEB CATROLIC.

e

M

e to desire above all things along life : and,
at the same time, to sigh so much to lave it short-
enetd ! 'The sac. i9, we never think on the serious
oss we sustain in letting slip unimproved tho pre-
<ent, which can never be recolled ; but on the ac-
uisition we may make by posscssing. tlu; future, &
the unknown gifls it may bring us. Still that future,
which we so anxiously expect, if ever it should
1 ippien to be ours, will only become that preseat,
whichwe shall again long to getrid of. In this
manner do we throw away, 2§ \“\\\'Oﬂhy of our no-
tice, aveal, ond covet only an imaginary good ;
which uever is, but is always about to be : is never
roal, but merely ideal and conjectural.  The future
ydeed, 19 less real than the past : which though no
ionger cxisting, yet withal bas been 5 and has left
its good or bad effects behind it.  The past there-
joro is more connected with the preseat, than the
suture.  The experience of the past teaches ushow
fu improve the present ; and thus to provide against
tlat future, which is as yet wholly unknown to us.

‘That part of our life, which really cxists, is
nothing buta swift passing moment ; which no
=ooner arrives, than it is gone for ever, and is
wwailowed up in the gulf of eternity, from which
jt sprung. No power on earth can arrest its pro-
gress, or make ittarry in its course. Our whnole
Tite consists but of a certain definite number of these
moments, which God las determined, acd which
ts known to him alone. As many of these mo-
meuts as we mispend, so much of our life is irre-
vocablylost. A deduction is made from the talent
lowed us, the interest of which is our provision
for cternity ; though the whole capital amount is
quite unknown to us; so that the last mite to be
«pent, may be our only remaining one,

This neglect of the present and impaticuce to
arsive at the future, shews, however, that there is
vothing here below capable of contenting us.—
After tasting successively of every enjoyment, we
tind the last is not yet the onc we looked for ; the
one that satisfies ; that so fills the heart, as to leave
uo room in it for further craving. Experience
hasshewn, and reason and religion are constantly
warning us,thatit is folly to think such bliss is to
be found in any ‘empora! enjoyment whatever.—
Nolomon, who witheld not his heart from indul-
sing itself to the utmost in all the delights which
xiches, wordly grandeur, and even Jearning, could
afiord, confesses in the end that in all this helfound

nothing but vanity and vexation of wmind. Eccles.
.2,

No !that hope, which constantly carries us away
tort what we actually have, to what may be yet
arquited, proves that something still awaits us, if
wo but take the proper way to arrive at it, which
will supersede all further wishes : some permanent
and perfect bliss, out of which the sowl of snan
¢that noble and aspiring creature, whom any thing
mean, vain and transitory can never ‘content) shall

Rave nothing to regret in the past, por fo desire in
fie fujure,

ON 'PH‘E PROBABLE TIME OF THE WORLD'S
ENDING.

Charissimi, quiz_unus dies

saum vero hoc non Jateat vos, . i
tn : et mille anni sicut dies

apud Dominuis micut millo anni :
unus,—2 Pet. iii, 8.

¢ deardy belored ! be nut ignorant of this one thing,
J"t‘;:at :gr gayttgitlt‘ the Lord isa::s a thcusand years ; and
a thousand years as one day.

quee preeteriit.”—Ps. Ixxxix, 4.

and gone,

deavor to expose.

of the ungodly, &c.

world!

and deceitful scofiers, in deceptione illusores, as the

mankind that the account given by Moses of the
creation is improbable, {alse, impossible: (offering,

that its formation was merely the cffect of chance:
that allgoes on in the usual way , without the inte:-

ingas a God, it were unworthy of him to concern
himsclf with any thing that regards us: that the
promises and threats of Jesus Christare vain: that

the last consuming five. the end of the world. fhe
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Iy the text just cited the apostle $t. Peter scems
1o allude to the words of the royal prophet : <“mille
anni ante oculos tuos tranquam dies hesternus,
A thousand
years in thine cyes are as yesterday, wkich is past

From the occasion on which the apostle incul-
cates our remembrauce of this prophetical saying ;
and the earnestness with which he recommends ill
to our consideration ; it is pretty cvident that it;
implies some imporlant mystery, deserviug our
most diligentand attentive investigation. It has,
indced, been considered in this light by many in
the Church from the eacliest ages; whose con-
jecturesas to its predictive meaning I here en-

It is particularly to be observed that St. Peler
urges it in direct contradiction to the infidel soph-
isins of immoral and profligate scoffers; who, he
says, arc to make their appearance in the latter
times, denying the promise and the coming of the
Lord, and maintaining that a\l things hold, as they
imagine they have ever done, their uniform natural
course : not aware, he adds, because not choosing:
to beso, latet enim cos hoc volentes, that, (as the
scriptures, and the Church of God inform them),
the heavens and the carth were created by the
word of God ; deranged by the deluge ; replaced
again by the same divine word, and reserved for
fire against the day of judgment, and the perdition

WWho, on reading the whole context, would not
imagine that the apostle was describing the very in-
fidelsof the present times, our modern freethink-
ers and their disciples: the ground-work of whose
impious doctrine is that part which he here points!
out; namely, the denial of the promise angd coming

of the Lord; nd the beg:nning andend ofthe lthicf, on whick the heavens shall pass away wili;

Eve.y one acquainted with the deistical writings
of these later times, down from Tyndal’s anti-
christian lucubrations, to the blasphemous cffusions
in prosc and verse of our Rousscaus, Voltaires, and
their demoralizing disciples and associates, knows
how such these scribbling wits, these sophistical

apostle styles them, have endeavoured to persuade!

as better cgaceised, numberless absurd systems of
their own invention) that the world is eternal, or!

ferance of a providence: that were theresuchab -

resurrection of the dead, the general judgment.
heaven and hicll, ina word, allrevealed truths, are
mere human fiction; old wives fables; childish bug-
bears, and religious chimeras,

i The apostle’s words onthis head are truly re-
[{markable. Zhat you may be mindful, he says, of
those words, which Ihave menticusd to you before,
spoken by the holy prophets; and of lhe precepts of
owr Lord and Saviour. inculcated by your apostles,
knowing this first, that there shall come in the lat-
er dayg scoffera in deceitfulness, walking accord-
ing to their own concupiscenses; saying, where is
Lis promiseor kis coming? for, cver since our fu-
thers have slept, allthings go onin the same way s
| from the beginning. Fortheyknow not, because not
choosing to know, that the heavens were first and
the carth from water, and through water consisting
by the word of God: so that the world, which then
was, perished by the inundation of water; but the
heavans, which now are, and the earth, werere
placed by the same word, and are reserved for fire
against the day of judgment, and the perditicn o
the ungodly, 8&-c.

Never, assuredly, was there an ago, since the
coming of our Saviour, so marked for incredulity.
and for that species ofit, which the apostle indi-
cates, asthe presentone, 1t would seem as if we
were bordering on the great gencral apostacy,
which it isbelieved, will take place before the final
consumrmation of all things, Do you think, says
l our Saviour, when the son af man comes, that fe
will find faith upon the carth ? Luke xviii, S.

All this infidelity, the unhallowed fruit of that
pretended Reformation, which leaves every thing
in religion to the arbitrary decision and dgjermina-
tion of every one’s private judgment, even to that
of a Johanna Southcot in England, or a .Jemima
Witkinsan in Americs, the apostle seems to have
clearly foreseen. And, wishiog to guard the faiti-
ful against it, assurcsthem, that the Lord will i
delay kis promise, as somc imagine; but that I
deals patiently on their account ; not wishing cny
{o perish, but that all may return to pennance. For
the day of the Lord, continues he, shall come es a

]Igreat violexce ; and the elenents shall be melted with
iheat 5 «nd the carth and the things thal arein if.
lshull be burnt. Alluding therefore, one would
Nhink, to the time that must clapse before that
i dreadful day appears, he exhorts us all to have
particularly in our recollection this one thing, tha!
one dey with the Lord is as a thousand yecrs :
and a thousand yeurs as one day. In order to un-
derstand the mystery which these words seem (o
imply ; we must recollect that God created the
itworld iz eix days, and resied from his Jabour on tbe
scienth.  Not that he required any given titne {o
create the universe, which, withone act of bis wjll
ijhe could have called forth from sothing;
‘that he nceded, asif fatigued, any rest from Iy
labour: but because he annexed to that division of
jitime amysterious meaning of some great and ge-
‘irious import, having thus thought proper to estab-
'Hlish and observe ithimselfin} is own esternal ope-
Yrations . and aferwards co strjclly fo cnjoin its




