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instead of one third, whieh they had hithorto
possessed. Thus were the poor deprived of
their rights, and death by starvation became,
for the first time, common in England !

In 1547, Heury dicd, aged 56 years, having
reigoed 38. e left two duughters (Mary and
Elizabeth) and one son, (f2dward). Tho latter
succeeded him.

Edward VI was only ten years old at his
father's death; but Henry had left a will, ap-
pomting sixteen executors, who were to act as
Regents during his son’s minority.

‘T'here still remained some property worth rob-
bing, and thuse sixteen Regents, including Cran-
mer, helped themselves and made the little boy,
who was their king, sanction their plunderngs
by hisroyal sign manual. After reigning seven
yearn, Edward died, and was succeeded by his
sister Mary, who was daughter of Catharine of
Arragon. Mary wasa Catholic: she endeavor-
ed to restore to the poor that portion of the tithes
(one third) of which her father had so unjustly
deprived them, and, as far as possible, to cause
the rentals of the church property to be applied
to their proper and benevolent purposcs. In
these bumane intentions she was opposed by
the robbers and mmnrderers who had shared in
the plunder; but Mary, firm in her benevolent
purpose, deterinined, though surrounded by trai-
tors, to bring the wretches to justice. Many of|
them sulfered death by the same means which
they had wade use of to exterminate the virtu-
ous men who had opposed the bloody acts of
Henry the VIIL this was by being burnt at the
stakc. The lying historians of England,as well
as the clergy and aristocracy, call this Queen
“Bloody Queen Mcry,” because many persons
suffered death during her reign; but they are
very cautious in stating what werc the real
crimes of which they were guilty. The liar
Fox, who wrote the ““Book of Martyrs,” wishes
it to be believed they suflered death because
they were Protestants.

Unfortunately for England, Mary reizned on-
1y six years, and lhiad not therefore time suffi-
cient to complete the good work she began.
She swas gurceeded by Elizaheth, bier younger
sister. ‘The eaters of the taxes and tithes of En-
gland style Elizabeth *“ Good Queen Bess,”” with
as much truth and justice as they do her sister
*‘Bloody Queen Mary »

Elizabeth soon overthrew all the good her
sister Mary had donc—restored to power all the
tyrants who had keptaloof during Mary’s reign

—and so unmercifully oppressed the poor, that, !

in order to prevent a revolution which would
shortly have broken out, she was compelled, in
the forty-third ycar of her reign, to pass a law
to cause all necessitous persons to be relieved
by the parishes to which they respectivey be-
longed, by rates levied on land and houses
What a wmiserable substitute was this for that
of which the poor had been deprived. It must
not be forgotten that this law did not extend to
~poor unhappy Ireland, and this is the great cause
of her hornble degradation and misery.

Among other acts of robbery was one of giv-

wornds, to people who twere not parsons, and
who, of course, did not perform any teligious
rites for the people. Instauces of this sort are
commun throughout England avd Ireland.  Per.
sons who possess such property aro called lay-
improprieturs.
which have comne under my own notice in one
county only—Devonsiure.

In the parish of Compton-Gifford there is no
Church! but tho tithes are paid nevertheless
One part was a few years since the property of
a Banker who was an Unitarian, and who has
since suld it to a Captain of ¢ Man of ar ! The
other part belongs to the Vicar of the parish of
Charles, in Plymouth, who never once preach-
¢d, married, christened, or buried in Compton-
Gifford in his life time.

The tithes of the parish of Brentor, near Ta-
vistuck, are received by the Duke of Bedford,
who pays a small salary to a parson for perfusiu-
ing divine service once every Suuday.

I'he tithes of the parish of St. T'homas, near
the city of Ixeter, are received by James Bul-
ler, Esq. of Downs, near Ciediton.  Me pockets
5000 puunds, or about 22,500 dollars, a year—a
st nearly equal to the salary of the President
of the United States. Buller paysa parsona
salary of afew hundreds for doing the duty of
the parish.

property of John, Earlaf Morley, a British Peer,
who lures a parson to do the needful, pays him
for it, and sometimes takes the folds out of the
clergyman’s waistcoat by a good dinter and a
bottle of wine at the Earl’s seat at Saltram,

The parish of Crediton, the Jargest and one of|
the most fertile in the lovely county of Devon,
yiclds all the tithes to a set of men who live at
Crediton, called “Corporators.”” These men
ray the parsons. What beconses of the overplus

know not.

Justice to a virtuous body of men compels me
here to state, that those clergymen, or Journey-
tors, are, as far as my observation has extended,
men of strict piety, and of unsullied honor and
integrity.

I could go on to a great length, but must now
proceed to show up ancther abomination. 1
lhave before stated, that the owners of the land
‘ad, originally, the exclusive right of present-
.ing priests to churches. This n, bt,in time,
came occasionally into the hands of ‘ishops and

the heads of religious houses. ‘T'her (ht of pre-
senting to the parish of Saint Andre v in Ply-
"mouth, once belonged to the prior of Plympton,
.hut after the destruction of the priory at Plymp-
iton, Henry the Eighth gave the lands attached
to it to one of his cut-throats, but the right of
presentation to Saint Andrew?’s parish, slipped
lsomchow into the hands of the Mayor and Cor-
.pomtion of the bojough of Plymouth, who, be
"1t known, are not elected by the people, but are
‘a sott of hereditary body who elect cach other
‘into offices. The right of voting descends from
father to son. Now, mark! previous to the
'reigns of Heary and Elizabeth, it was unlawful

a priest in 2 parish, but new—the vacancies in
i parishes are filled by public sale, and as openly
'as the retailing of potatoes in 2 market. iiere
is one instance. hout seven years ago, the
{1 vicar of the parish of St. Andrew, in Piymouth,
ﬁhavmg seen his eighticth year, and.the Plym-
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ing the tithes of parishes to laymen, or, in otherl)

I shall mive a few instances)!

The tithes of the parish of Plympton are the !

men Parsons, employed hiy the lay improprie-|:

)| dies!

'to reccive money as a compensation for placing i

outh corporation being greatly in want ol cash,
the latter publicly sold to a banker ut Plywmouth,
ur about 20,000 dollars, the right of fthag up
"the vacancy that would in the natural course of
nature, soon oceur, by the death of the parish
clergyinan.  The banker shortly afterwards sold
(his nght, at a good profit, 1o a London bioksel-
tler.  Atlength, the old clergyman died; he had
Iseeved the parish for fifty years, and was a wor-
7y man. 'The bookseller popped his son into
the vacant pulpit. The now parson preached a
,few sermans to the sheep who cumposed his flock
i—and next proceeded to shear them ! That he
jmight be enabled to give this important subject
his undivided attention, he hired two persons to
jassist him: the first, a curate or journeyman to
feed the flock, the second, a lawyer to assist in
the shearing. The latter went to work like a
man of mettle, raised the amount of tithes con-
i¥iderably above what the former clerzyman had
lexaclgd, and soon set the whole parish in open
rebellion against the parson! Thundering rat-
(tat-fats at the parson’s door day after day an-
nounced parishioners to protest against the ad-
| vanced assessment of tithes. The parson 13eek-
1y referred thewn to the LawyEeR; and the law-
! yer mildly referred them to the Law, which set-
{tled the disputes, but could not prevent many
iof the farmers from swearing by wholesalo at
i the parson, even in the presence of the lawyer!

1 knew a poor industrious man who possessed
a small cottagetin the parisn; at the bottom of
his garden ran a small rivulet, into which the
 tide-water flowed at intervals. The man, by
- great industry, reclaimed from the salt water,
some twenty square feet of land, and therein he
planted some leeks. The parson's lawyer wait-
1ed until the leeks were nearly ready for the pot,
‘and then made a demand of one tenth of the
crop. ‘The poor man, half frantic with rage,
flew to the parson’s house, and began a lamen-
tation which would have been as long as Jere-
mial’s, but the parson cut him short by referripg
haua to the lawyer, “who,” he said, “manages
all my mundane akﬂ'ain 1 Those were his very
words. The leek-cultivator next attempted to
soften the heart of the lawyer, but without sue-
cess. He was told that the leeks or the value
thereof, must be immediately forthcoming, or
the law would take iis course.

Citizens of the United States! If ever you
perinit any approaches towards an union he-
tween church and state in your own country, or
sanction the smallest attempt at the introdue-
tion of tithes, you will richly deserve to be en-
slaved worse than the negreoes in the West In-
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We are truly astonished at the ignorant assus-
‘ance with which the Sentinel, blind asa Beetle,
“continues to dash himself aguinst our popish pin-
nacle; which he thinks thus to upset : and reckons
. every rebuff he gets from it, the last demolishing
stroke le has dealtit.  Iis mettle however, ex-
ceeds by far his might: else might we, poor Ronta-
nists cry out, as if viewing a flea through a Mi-
croscope: O murder ! were the thing only esbig as
it would seem, it would bleed us all to death with
that terrible trunk it bas.

Can the Sentinel then not perceive in 1. Cor. 9,
"6, that the word Zdelpken, or Sister, is purposely
added to Guxyarxa, woman, by the Apaostle, (the
“preacher up of celibacy, 1, Cor. 7, 88, who de-
_clares himself in the same chapter, verse 8, ah ur-
jmarricd man;) to shew that the holy women, whoma
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