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son~ desired to place on record
certain documentary evtdence of
wvhich he ivas in poïsession, as to
t he eventfuihaistory of Methodisi.. in
what is nov known as Old Canada.
Of those stirring events, in which he
pla>.d so prominent a part. it is
more than probable that the han-
oured writer of these essays could
speak with greater fulness of
thie information than any other
man. He wrote, flot to, revive dead
issues or buried animosities, but
rather, by a caini appeal ta reasan
and ta historie facts, to allay therti
forever.

"So anxious was Dr. Ryerson to
avoid ail ground of reasanable
offience that he gave the Editor of
the periodical, in wvhacb these essays
îappeared, full authority ta suppress
Sor modify àny passage that might be
justly construed as offensive in tone
or spirit. The Editor, however, did
inot feek at liberty, in essays which
had beeni formally requested by

Sthree Annual Conférences, ta do
more than modify an occasional
phrase, anid to relegate to the
volume of collected essays a con-

Isiderable amnount of flatter for
which there wvas not space in the

iMAGAZINE for vihich they were
iprimarily prepared. lit wîil be found,
,tberefore, that ibis volume is flot a
mete reprint of the essays as they
wiere published fronu month to
month ; but that it contains a large
amount of new matter which has
not heretofore appeared. lit will
possess aiso, ta the many admirers
,of its beloved and honoured author,
a melancholy interest as being the
latest production of that pen whicb,
'duri ng a long and busy life, was
evt;r wielded in the defence of civil
and religtaus Itberty.
'"«And yet this volume is even noiv

incomplete. During the very last
interview whiah the present wvriter
had %with bis revered and hononred
fricnd, shortly before bis death, Dr.
Ryerson strongly expressed the wish
ihat he might be permitted, before he
3hould depart bence, ta write a con-
ýluding chapter of an entarely ireni-
ýa character, that should completely
eemove any undesigned asperities
lad acerbities of those already pub-

lished, We cati bear %vitness that
no rancour, no bitter mieraories en-
tered muao the preparation of these
papers, that the heart of the writer
was full of gentleness and lave, of
sweetness and light ; and that as he
drew nearer ta the eternal v.orld of
light and love its radiance more and
more seemed ta illumine his soul.

" If there beanything that is polem-
ical in this 'volume, or that is calcu-
lated ta excite controversy, let it be
read in the light of the latest utter-
ance of hinu who wrate it; in the
light of the resolutions breathing
oni> sentiments af peace and
brotherhood towards the once es-
tranged branches of Methodism,
and esp-cially seeking ta con .agn to
oblivion z-1 the painful mernories of
tbe past, which he submitted ta the
last conferences which be was per-
mitted ta attend ; and in the spirit
of the %vider sympathies and warmer
lave wbich are knitting together the
hearts of a comman Methodisrn
throughout the world.

'Let us then, uxiiting, bury
AIL Our idle feuds in dust,

And ta future conflicts éarry
Mutual faitlî aîîd commoas trust

Always lis who anost forgiveth ta bi3
brother is msost just.'I
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This Life of America's greatest

poet wvas begun severa& months
before his death, and had flot; only
bis consent but bis assistance in
furnishing data and papers. The
author passessed the advantage of
long and intimate acquaintance
with the poet, and -,vas himself the

prajector of the Atlantic Monilily,
the leading literary magazine of
America. He is, therefore, par-
ticularly well furnished for the task
he bas undertaken. Tbe volume
gives flot only tihe famiiy history of
the poet, and the record of bis life
and iîerary successes, but as also
enriched by intelligent criticismrs of


