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There was nothing more to say. The initiated extented his band
which was waimly grasped by tho other, and uttered with thrifling
accents. deep emotion mellowinc his voice. ' Friend! Brother ! You
have taught nie a lesson I shall never forget. This is a little ray of
Masonie light. No language is so eloquent as the silent throbbing of a
heart full of joyful tears.'

" While this kind of cement is used in our moral edifice, should itnot
be enduring ? Who can wonder that it isso strong ?"-J/ichü an Frce-
mnason.

VAGRANCY.

WE have often said in these pages, that Masonry lias no afflinity for
vagraney. It teaches the brotherhood to be industrious and selfreli:int,
to sow in seed-tinie, that thcy niay rcap in harvest. But it ailso teaches
us to practice charity, and give to the wcrthy poor vhen through sick-
ness or misfortune they are found needy of the necessaries of life. Nov
on account of the known charity ofCraftsmen, there are inany unwoirthy
vagrants vandering up an down in the land without occupation, and
asking alns from the fraternitv. And we are sorry to say that among
these are often to be found wromen, who present letters Prom their friends
or perchance forged papers, as the case may be, and in the naine of
Masonry ask for eharity. This they nost generaily obtain, whether
they are cntitled to it or not. Most of the brethren say they woild
prefer Io give to the unworthy rather than leave the worthy poor un-
alinscd, and miost of them have not the time to make an investigation
into the merits of eaci case which presents itscif. As a result, mnany
unworthy, lazy, ill-faned mon and women, who are entitled to ne re-
spect or sympathy, get finds, and often drive quite a paying business
in th dollar and cent point of view.

Now we do not wish to dissuade our brethren from being cbaritable-
far from it. But we do wish to have them inrcstigate, and not give to
unworthy vagrants, who will not work for their living when able tdo-
so, what is needed for the support of the virtuous poor whoi w-e always
have wvith us, who are too respectable and modest to beg froni door to
door. For our own part we have rarcly founid one of this class of beggars
who was entitled to the smallest share of sympathy or nid.

We are glad to learn that our Brothers are already becoming more
cautio-.s. Bro. Grecn, of Thrce Rivers, recently had a cal1 for Masonie
charitv, by a wvandering feinale whio could not tell a straight story, who
was perfcetly horrified at the idea of his sending a telegrani of iiquiry!
The Dowagiac Brethren, we understand, have recently had a cali for
Masonic aid, with like re.ults. Your course is right, Brothers. Do not
give your charities tili you are coivinced that the suibjects on whom
you confer thcm are unworthy. While you treat strangers whom you
know not, with all duc courtesy, yet when they come beginq Masonie
aid, be sure that thcy are wrorthy. Nothing is more truly nortifying
to a pure-minded, charitable person than to know that he has bestowed
charities wlhich he intended for the worthy poor on unworthy rene-
gades.-Michigan Freemason.


