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fair to cluim for them much of tho credit for advance in education.

6. That normal schools should be supported at the comon
charge, because otherwise they will not be founded in suflicient
numbers, and because they need to do a work which schools depen-
dent for support upon popular patronage cannot do.

6. That such schools aro in no seuse public charities, but that the
public shonld support them for its own sake as a wise means of
economy, -

Prest. Hewott next dwelt upon the work ofithe normal achools,
and in conclusion asserted as follows :

1. ‘That they should make their pupils acquainted with human
nature in its capacities, tendencies, wunts, and limitations, especi-
ally as these appear in the life of the child,

2. That the subject-matter of instruction should receivo atten-
tion to any extent that may be necessury, and that I believe that
the ideal normial school will not omit it altogother.

‘3. That the study of methods and modes ought to make up a
larger part of the work of these schools.

4. That, while it would be foolish to attempt uniformity in detail,
it is desirable that there be uniformity in adherenco to underlying
principles, and that a body of educationnsl ductrine should be formu-
lated and disseminated.

5. That the work of training or practice should have s prominent
place in all our normal schools. - -

6. Aud, in addition to what has been said already, that every
normal schoo) showld awaken in its pupils a genuine enthusiasm re-
specting tho work of teaching, and a true professional feeling, or
esprit de corps.

Prest. Hewett also said : Are these assertions of mine true or
falso 7 Are there other things equally fundamental, which I have
overlooked 7 Iluw shall we best scttle these questions and others
that may avise 7 When we clearly sce what we want to work outin
our schools, how shall we arrive at better modes of working ? How
shall we bring the truth that we know before the people so us to do
them: the most good, and to move them to givo us the most assist-
ance in our efforts tu bless the coming generations?  These are the
questions for the consideration of which we are met together.

THE MODEL SCHOOL.

Prof. Charles De Garmo, of Norma), Ill,, vead a paper on “Placo
and Fuuction of the Model School.”  in recapitulating the conclu,
sions of the paper, the author anid that he found the function of
modle} .achools to be four-fold ; the work cousisting primarily of
model-teaching for fmitation and of actual pupil-teaching in the
training depurtment ; incidentally of experimentation on new ideas
and methods, and the determination of the kind and quality of work
to be donein the common school, Ho found that model-teaching
for imitution should come early in the course, and may profitably

* be confined to the primary grades.  That tho pupil-teaching should
come in the latter half of the course, and should be continuous
rather than broken, and in the main conducted in the presence of
a cloud of witnesses. That experimental and determiniug work,
though important, are now merely incidental, and likely to be neg-
lected. Thrcugh their model and training schools must the normay
schools of America look for the exposition of their best results, and
through them more than any other agency-must they look for the
approval and support of the people. That is professional work
which fits for teaching,. and that is the bost professional work which
best fits for teaching; but to be properly -appreciated and supported
our normal schools must uot only bo professionat schools; but they
must also scem to be professional .schools. That the -end and.aim
of model schools is professional can be scen by everybedy.

CO-EDUCATION OF THE SEXES.

H. 8. Tarbell, of Indinnapolis, Ind., Chairman of the Committee
on Education fur Gitls, submitted his report on the question of co-
education in sdecondury and collegiato schools, It contained the
following propositions : .

1. Tho object of general education for every individual being the
sune, the means -used should be the same, except as modified by
the churacteristics and circumstances of.the person to be educated.:

2. These means should by u thorough elementary training. in-
those objects best suited to give needed information and essential
cultiire, folluwed, when the individual circumatances require and
permitit, by & higher elective course of study.

3. The question of the education of girls, ns distinguished from
the education of boys, is only a phase of special education, There
are no intellectunl differences between. the sexes that require or
justify a difference in their general education.

4. Neither the right of girls to equal advantages with hoys nor
their equal caprcity for intellectual effort and attainment is longor
disputed, though certain mental differences in the sexes are: genvr-
ally recognized. .

D, Sex is but one element, and not always the main one, in deter-
mining what the higher education of the individual shall be, or at
what point it shall commence ; co-education is the plan of nature,
and tho practical diflicultics in its way are disappearing before iwm-
proved methods, and in the light of successful experience.

‘6. In institutions established by the State und supported by the
public funds, the clement of economy, combined with efliciency,
will always be carefully considered ; and if the State'gives the girls
within its borders equal advantages with the buys, it will endeavor
50 to do with the least expenditure and with the smallest practic-
uble addition to educational machinery, or of disturhance to exist-
ing institutions.  These conditions are evidently met by the adinis-
siun of girls to the institutions provided for boys.

7. Bxperience shows that tiie higher education of young womon
is successfully conducted in the same institutions and classes with
young men, without the presenco of either sex affecting the other
moce than at church or at the theatre.  The young women become
mare decorous ; the young men, more reserved and dignified. The
danger of impropricties in the assuciation of the sexes in schools is
leas than in the cominglings of fushionable life.

8. In all schemes of school education allowance must be made
for the education to be obtained from the family, socioty, tho
church, and the State, and for the time and effort which these
means of cducation will consume. A Turther allowance must be
made for the demauds of growth and the contingencies of ill-health
and some degree of irregularity of attendance.  Youny people should
not be ullowed to work up to their strength.  There should always
bo the possibility of greater effort without the appearance of harm,
These allowances beinyg made and the system being elastic enough
to bt them without serious jar, the co-education of the sexes
will be found to have hmportunt advautages for both:over and
scheme of education for buys and «girls separately. It seems, there-
fore, to be for the interest of the State, of society, and of most in-
dividuals that co-cducation of the sexes should prevail in institu
tions supported by the State.—Keport of National Council of Educa-
tion, Suratoga, July, 1883. .

COMMON SENSE AND SPECIAL SENSE IN COMMON
SCHOOLS,

A good deal of the recent criticism on our common schools is off
‘the track and of little practical use, because it is # one-sided judg-
ment, by specialists, on an institution whose vital werit is its com-
monness and its adjustment to thoe ordinary needs of all surts'and
conditions of people.  Specialists ave, of course, exclusive and are
apt to give undue prominence to their own line of thought and
operation.  Tnus, an cminent master of a technical school very:
uaturally looks at education through a vista bristling with the tools
of his department and easily falls into the notion that the *‘ use of
tools” is an indispensable requisite to a common school-education:
But since the artisan class, even in citics, rarely exceeds one-
fourth the population, a compulsory education of all male children
.n the use of tools would- change the common school for the-whole-
people to a school of mechanics for a minority. Possibly, -one--



