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doos not fall within tho province of the tcacher. It is for him to
note the ways and means of quickening and strengthening the
powor of discrimination. Our intelligence being absolutely limited
by our power of dotecting differences, the teacher is bound to con-
sider what helps and what hindors tho exorciso of this fundamental
function, Tho following aro somo of tho conditions favorablo to
thoe exorcise of tho faculty of comparison : —

1, Mental IWalchfulness. This in fact is a condition of every in-
tellectual function. In a languid, drowsy state, differonces cannot
be recognized, and it is proper for the teacher to omploy any legiti-
mato artificos that will arouse the pupil's mental activities from a
stato of indolence.

2. The encrgies must bo directed in’ the right channel. Thoro
should be no wasts of the mental powers from their being misap-
plied. There is a well recognized antithesis betweon the emotional
and intellectunl activities, which should never bo lost sight of ;
strong emotional excitement is inconsistont with great int,ollectunl-
energy ; when emotion reigns, intelligence becomes its feeble slave.
It is in our calmeor state of mind that comparison or any other}:
power of intellect works to advantage.

8. Some interest must attach to the differonce or agreement to be
recognized. It must be the reverse of msipid and uninviting that
the mind may become alive to it, that a mental affection may be
aroused.

4. Immediate succession or juxtaposition is a great aid to the dis-
covery and retention of a difforence or an agreement. When the
transition is sudden, and the mind is not occupied with anything
else.in the moantime, so much tho better for the detection. Mag-
nitude, for example, is an affair of simple juxtaposition.

11.. GENERALIZATION.—We find similarity in the midst of diver-
sity, we detect like 1n the midst of the unlike; but there is a higher
intellectual exercise than this. We find that several things agree
in some particular. For example, if westand near tha fire weo experi-
ence.a cortain sonsation ; if we place ourselves under tho direct in-
fluonce of tho sun’s rays wo experience a similar sensation ; if we
lay our hand on the fevered brow, or.subject a portion of the body
to friction, a similar sensation occurs. Now the mind takes hold of
these points of similarity (taking no account of the diversity of the
circumstances .. _which the sensations' occur), and unites them into
one general 1dea, the name for such an idea being a general term.
Half of our knowledge, and that the most difficult half, is obtained
in this way, The cluld can compare and contrast before it possesses
in any measure the power of generalization. The presence of the
individual differences ohscures the agreement and renderg the dis-
covery diffoult.

Cumulation of the instances is of great use in driving home a
generality, Tho oftener the puint of agreement can bo repeated,
the more the instances can be multiplied, the greater becomes the
certainty that an adequate idea of & genoral truth mall bo produced,
In generalization the interest belonging specially to the individual
examples is constantly competing for and obtaining a sharo of the
attention, and seduction from this quarter must be guarded against.

The emotions should be calm and undisturbed, as it is.only then
that the higher intellectual oxercises-are possible. The learning. of
what is absolutely new is a difticult exercise it makes heavy de-
mands on the p]astic power of the mind, and as it involves a heavy
oxpendlture, ‘it requires time. There is, however, great sumlzmty

. in nature and in art; if we learn all about one plant, for example, |;

we can more easily. le_z_xrn all abput all others of the same clasa. If
we are thoroughly versed .in tho French language, we can moroe
easily mastor the Italian..

With every increaso of knowledge we make an inrvad into what is
new and lésson its torritory, so that a great deal of what wo-learn is

tho old in o new form, and thoe adhesive faculty has not to bo drawn
on to such an oxtent as af tho beginning. Now it is o vory useful
and stimulating dovico ot tho teacher to make his pupils ses tho old
in tho now, to help them to rocOgm e an old friend in & now dress.

ur, 'RETENTIVENESS.—All mental acquiremont, all ineroaso of
knowledge, is duo to the fact that we are endowed with a rotontive
faculty. Evory cognition has o cortain permanence, and it can bo
repeated in idea, in other words, it can bo remembered. Ropoti-
tion and time are required to give an impression permanence.
Constant reviewing is needed in all, but especially in junior
classes. If ono teacher can root an impression in the minds of his
pupils by fewer ropotitions than another, he js a botter teacher.
Ho is oconomizing in n very important department, viz., in the
plastic power of the system.

Ono of tho conditions favorable to the development of that
power is good health. Tho systom must bo proporly nourished,
and-the brain should receive its fair share of nutrition. It is said
that thero isa greater expendituro of brain force in rooting lasting
impressions than in any othor mental excrcise. It is cortain that
the storing of the memory makes very high demand. on bzain
onorgy, and conaequently it must not be tov long continued. The
severity of tho exercise is the reasrn for not prolonging it. We
can'go only a cortain distance wit! any profit. There aro times
when wo are uttorly incapable of r¢  iving lasting impressions, and
yot the mind may havoe a fair share «. resorve forco. Although in-
capable of acquiring what is absolutely new, it may be capable of
applying known principles to new cases, ¢. g., solving new prob-
lems, Reading from a book; noting and arranging new facts, may
ba done with « very small degree of brain force. The energy of tho
system is at its height in the early part of the day, and declines as
the day advances. What is altogether new should be undertaken
in the morning, tho lighter tasks bemg left for the afternoon, and
constructive and mere routinoe exercises for tho evening, These
considerations have a‘direct bearing on the formation of a time-
tablo. The principle of alternation of studies, which will be wmen-
tioned again, should also have due weight when we draw up our
time-table.

This development requtres concentvation. This word, in fact,
sums up all the mental aids to retentiveness. Every new 1mpres-
sion stamped on the memory mvolves, as wo have already said, a
certain expendituroe of n}cntal power, and the more the. power e:g-
pended the more ineffaceable is the impression. How necessary
then that there should be no misapplication of power, no mental
waste, The subject before us should receive all our attention. We
should allow nu rivals ir. the.field. It being granted that our
powers should be turned into the proper channel and kept there,
the inquiry arises, what is the agent to be used for this purpose?
and the further inquiry, how does this agent act? I answer (1)
the agent to be used 'is the will, and (2), the will acts from
motives. The chief motives whlch influonce the will are pleasure
and pain.

The most powerful motive to concentration is pleasure in esse—
pleasure in the :act itself. When the exercise is productive, of
pleasure, the will enngents to tho omployment of all our mental
forco. Immediate pleasure is thefeast enjoyed, and for the sake of
prolongmg thxs dellghtful feast, there is concentration of the mental
powers, on the proper object. Pleasure assists. tho _Memory: also.
an -impression, when actompanted by pleasure, is more. endunng 5
but the pleasure must not be intense, for it then becomes a disturb-
ing element. A gentlo nnd growing plea.sure is the most fa.vorable..

Even suould there bo  pan at ‘fifst, and it shuuld graduv.lly pass nlto'
.pleasure, the: con(htlon ‘18 not unfzworablo to concentmtlon.



