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young men belonging to "the best el-us of settiers." By the reent
Militia Act, they were required to arrn and clothe theniselves, and as
rnany of thern lad far to travel, Brook begged that they .hould at
lea.st receive an allow'ance for rations.

The Governor General suggLested that~ the Governînent of the
United SLates entertained liops'-thiai soinetlixg inight hiappen. to pro-
voke a quarrel between its soldiei's and the British troops on that
frontier, and desiced hini to take e,,ery precaution tu prevent any
such pretext for hostilities.

Earlv in Ma.y, Brook ixmde a rapid tour of inspection alongf the
Noagora thience to the Muhlawk village on the Grand river, returning,

to YrIzby way of Ancaster. He reportud tliat the people generally
seenied welI disjpoý,d and that, thu flatik cuip-anies had xnustered. in
fuil str3-ngth.

BEGIN.NING 0F HfOSTILITIES.

By the 1ldth of June six hundred Ainerican mnilitiawere stationccl
along the river, and a compiaint was mnade by three; reputabie inhab-
itants of Fort Erie that their _seutries were in thz habit of wa.ntonly
firing, across the streain. On thje 25th of the saine inonth this period
of suspense was tcrmniuated by the arrivai of a .-pecial incsseuger ern-
ployed b)y Mr. Astor and othier Awericaii citizens inturested in the
Northwest fur trade, to eonvev the earliest possible information of
war to Lieut. Colonel Thomias Clark, of Queenston, wiio ininmediateiy
reported his intelligence to the commiandant of Fort Erie. The mes-
senger, one Vosburg, of Albany, hiad travelled witii relays of loises
at such speed that hie outroile the officiai courier bearing despatches
to, Fort Niagara by, fuliy twenty-four hours. On bis return hie ivas
arrested at Canandaigrua, and lield Vo bail togetiier w'ith sonme of his
employers, but it does not appear that they were ever brought Vo
trial.

Lieut. Gausevoort and a sergeant in the LUnited States Artillery,
.Who hiappened to be on the Canadian side were made prisoners, and
the ferry boats plying across the river at Queenston and Fort Brie
were seized by the British troops at those places. The people of
Buffalo received their first intimation of the declaration of wvar by
witnessin 'g the capture of a merchant schooner off the harbor by boats
from Fort Erie.

The flank companies of iinilitiJa rnarchied immediately to ithe fron-
tier, and were distributed alongr the river in taverns and farm
houses. On the second day, General Brook arrived from York, with
the intention of making au attackz on Fort Niagara. Hie had thon at
his disposa], 400 of the 4lst fRegiment, and nearly 800 inilitia.. Suc-
cess was ail but certain, as the garrison was weak and iiiefficient. His


