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PREFACE. vii

formation respecting that part of the world to
which they relate, as is usually found in produc-

~ tions on similar subjects, I should certainly
' never have been induced to offer them to the

acceptance of the public.

To those who may be disposed to apply to
my style the severity of criticism, I would beg
leave to observe, that, if I had even felt a dispo-
sition to become a candidate for literary fame,

my numerous avocations would have precluded

the possibility of bestowing such a portion of
time on these pages, as every literary man
knows to be indispensable to the accomplish-
ment of such an object. Compelled, as'I have .
been, to employ almost every hour of my life

- in avocations, — which, though léss congenial

to me than those of literature, are necessarily
of greater importance, — I have had little leisure
either for partaking of those intellectual ban-
quets which are provided in rich profusion by
other writers, or of attempting to ‘prepare for
my own readers a more homely repast. Much, I
think, will not be expected from me, when
I acknowledge, that almost every sentence
contained in these volumes was composed by
the light of the midnight lamp, with a mind
sometimes unhinged, and often enervated, from
having been employed during the day in duties
of paramount consideration. During a resi-



