4 CAPTIVITY or

ily name, I cannot pretend to accuracy ;
but the information which I have colleét-
ed, will perhaps be of fome fervice to oth-
ers,who poffefs a greater ftock ; add if the
various branches of families would contri-
bute their mites, it would be an eafy way
of remedying the deficiency,which atpref-
ent exifts in American genealogy.

Tue firt perion by the name of Wil-
lard who fettled in this country, was Ma.
jor Willard, whofe name is recorded in
the hiftory of New-England wars. In
the year fixteen hundred and feventy five,
in the time of « Philip’s war,” a notorious
Indian who lived within the prefent lim-
its of the ftate of Rhode-lfland, Major
Willard who then lived in the town of
Lancalter in Maflachufetts, commanded 2
troop of horfe ; and among his vigorous
fervices, he relieved the town of Brook.
feld from the Nipnex Indians, who had
burat every houfe but one, and had al-
moft reduced that to capitalation. When
Lancafter was deftroyed by the Indians,
Majot Willard removed to Salem, where
ke fpent the reft of his days. He had
two fons, one of whom was a fettled min.
ifter in thé town of Groton ; which place




