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lias no power over a sacred corpse ; and without the
employment of any of the common processes for em-
balming, centuries pass away, and the body of the Saint
remains untouched by decay, bearing the impress of
life in death, and not crumbling to dust, as in cases of
natural preservation, when exposed to the action of the
atmosphere. Add to these, the supernatural flexibility
and lightness with which at times the living body is
endowed by Divine power; the physical accompaniment
of ecstasy; the elevation of the entire body fiom the
ground, and its suspension in the air for a considerable
space of time ; and we have sufficient examples of the
mysterious ways in which the bodies of Saints bespeak
the purity which dwells within them, and in a degree
anticipate the corporeal perfections of those glorified
habitations in which the souls of the just will dwell
after the resurrection.

By another class of miraculous powers possessed by
Christian Saints, they are enablea to recognise the true
nature or presence of purely spiritual objects by the in-
strumentality of their natural organs of sense. Thus,
a mere touch at times reveals to them the moral con-
dition of the person on wbom they lay their bands. A
singular distaste for natural food is accompanied by a
perception of a celestial sweetness in the holy Eucharist.
Gross sinners appear to the sight in the form of hideous
monsters, demoniacal in their aspect, or as wearing the
look of the most repulsive of the brute creation. The
sense of smell, in like manner, detects the state of the
soul, while the ear is opened to heavenly sounds and
voices, and Almighty God speaks to the inner conscious-
ness in a manner which, inexplicable as it is when de-


