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Holley, at one time secretary to Porter, in an article in volume six 
of The Magazine of American History, says:

" Before battery No. 3 was completed, one bright morning 
early in September, as General Porter, Lt.-Col. Wood, and Major 
McRea of the engineers were walking from Towson’s battery 
towards the Fort and discussing the progress of the enemy’s 
offensive operations, Lt.-Col. Wood half-jestingly suggested that 
it might be expedient to attempt a sortie. But no serious pro
posal of such an enterprise was made until some days later, 
when General Porter invited his two friends to his quarters to 
examine a plan for it which he had prepared. This plan was 
discussed and fully matured in several confidential meetings of 
the three officers. It was then submitted to General Brown, who 
was still at Buffalo, whither he had retired, as has been stated, 
after being wounded at the battle of Lundy’s Lane. He neither 
encouraged nor discouraged it at the outset, but, on examination 
of it as thoroughly as possible in his absence from the ground, he 
rather objected to the project.

" General Porter, however, continued to urge it, and his views 
were warmly seconded by the two able engineers to whom he 
had fully explained his plan. The whole army, General Brown 
included, reposed the greatest confidence in these two officers, 
particularly in Lt.-Col. Wood.

" General Brown finally required General Porter, whom he 
considered responsible for the plan, to give him a written state
ment of its details over his own signature. After receiving this 
document General Brown consented that the enterprise should be 
undertaken, and directed General Porter to lead it.”

On the other hand, Major Jessup, at that time serving in the 
garrison, states positively that the sortie was planned solely by 
Brown ; and he was certainly in a position to be well informed as 
to what transpired in the little garrison. Major General Brown 
was in command, and as he assumed the responsibility for the 
movement he is entitled to the credit of its success.

The Sortie


