s ON W. P. REEVES contributes
8 the following article: on' ““The
All Red Route” to the Cornhill
. Magazine:

Traders and’ travellers, sail-
ing or steaming between Eng-
land and the Antipodes, may go
by half a dozen routes, Much
merchandise and many passen-
gers are still carried homewards on the long
sea-voyage round the point which, with cheer-
ful disregard of Dutch spelling and pronuncia-
tion, we call Cape Horn. Considerable, too,
is the outward traffic round the Cape, that of
Good Hope. Voyagers and shippers to  New

- Zealand who rate cheapness above time, 1r_1val-
ids who seek or are ordered to try unexciting
weeks in the bracing air of the Southern Ocean,
families of harrassed parents and young chil-,
dren, are always likely to patronize these cir-
cuitous roads upon the open - ocean, despite.
their length and monotony. But for passen-

‘gers bound for' Australia, as‘well as for New .

Zealanders and tourists who want speed with
variety, the choice is limited to one or other of
the lines which converge on the Suez Canal, or
ass by trans-shipment' and. railway  across
_glorth America.. They may choose between
east and west; hitherto they have more often
chosen the east. To a . wvisitor from Mars,
knowing nothing of ‘the past history of British
trade routes, this would seem not a little
strange. - The westward voyage enables the.
traveller to pass across an interesting contin-
ent, insures him ,a pleasant voyage across the
pacific, with glimpses of two  very beautiful
tropical archipelagos; and takes him to eastern
Australia or New Zealand in less time than the
way through Suez. The Suez route has its, at-
tractions truly. They aré great, in some ways
_unrivalled; but-in certain months of the year
- the Red Sea and Indian Ocean are oppressed
by sultry heat 'or vexed by monsoon = winds.
Except for those whose destination isWestern
*or South- Australia, or for leisurely travellers
‘who'wish to turn aside to %g'ypt or India, the
mnatural claims of the Suez-Fremantle-Adelaide
,route can scarcely rival those of a fast and
" comfortable line by. way of North America.
The Queensland steamers, which, touching at
- Singapore, reach’ Brisbané through' Torres
-Straits, may fairly be classed as cargo boats.
- . On the map Australia"looks close enough to
sottthern Asia, and a long way, indéed, from
- North Americai . But then Australia—<the Aus-
‘tralia of the white man-*turns'its back on the
- Indian Ocean, ‘Though. there are cattle “ and
. pear! fisheries in the north and northwést ter-

the western deserts, and .agriculture. in .the
oasis round Perth; still, a line* drawn across
the continent from Caoktown to Spencer Gulf
- would have but. one-fourteenth of.. the white
m tion to the west and northwest of it..

h 3 handful are the Inhabitants of the two-
~thirds of the island continent nearest to Asia.
‘To get to the seaports of eastern - and south-

- the passenger ships for Tasmania and New

- Zealand, stegimers from Suez have to pass half
-round the not trifling expanse of Australia.
This they must do to serve the needs -of the
four Ia%est of the: Australian group, New
- South Wales, Victoria, Queensland, and New
. Zealand, as'well as of little Tasmania;all these
- fromnt on the South Pacific, and are best reach-
ed from America. In the same ocean lie = the
'Fijian islands,‘a backward and as yet disap-
; inting deépendency, whose great fertility and
. remarkable beauty, nevertheless, assure if a fu-
tureof importapoey: ¥ oo Cah
; ‘A line of communication, / then, - passing
¢ through Canada, Fiji;and New Zealand to the
central port of eastern Awstralia, will thread
and connect most of the chief self-governing .

colonies of the empire. - Of the advantages and &

‘attractions of the route more anon. In this
page let-me anticipate the question—Why has
not a route with these claims already super-
seded, or, at any rate, rivalled, the noted and
pular eastern lines via Suez? The answer
simple enough. For matniy years' the Suez
route was the only one available.  More than
half a century ago the enterprise of the Penin-
sular and Oriental company brought Australia
into steam communication with, Europe lofig
“before the American railways had pierced or
climBed the Rocky Mountains and reach

- Francisco. And even when San Franciseo was.

linked with New York, a long interval was to ' tha
follow before the "Canadian = Pacific . railway -

iinanciers succeeded in their apparently des-
perate enterprise and gained their goal at Van-
couver after winding through four ranges of
| mountains and laying rails dcross two thous-
- ahd miles of howling prairie desolation. Dur-
ing that interval Canada was .ot a possible
line of transit. So Antipodean colonists who
m%}imme of the " Pacific- route

grasped the i
had to look to Washington, Thisty-five years

o New South Wales and New Zealand open-

©  for a subsidized mail service.
- . line of steamers flyin
. plied for many years from San Fransiseo: to
- Auckland and Sydney, and the “ "Frisco Mail” '
- became 2 household word in Adstralia. ~ Fast
the steamers—judged by present-day stan-
dards—never were. Moré :
to say luxiriaus, they might have been. ' - But
they, or rather their route, did
' ‘fm, and, at their best, they enabled.
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men and the letters by which the  trade was
opened up and pushed on. ‘ They : carried the
‘American commercial travellers, ‘touts, and
wool-buyers who descended on the Trans-Pa-
cific colonies to buy, and still more t6:selt: In
1906 the trade between the United States and
Australasia had mounted to, the respectﬁllle'
figure of £11,000,000." But the American Un-
ion, 3s befitted a community in which Protec-
tionism ‘had reached its high water-mark, con-
ducted its trade with the colonies on the prin-
ciple of selling as much as possible and buying
in return as little as might be. - A certain
amount of high-class wool and of two natural
monopolies, kauri gum and New Zealand
hemp, they foutid it conyenient to take. Gen-
erally, their object was to -conduct a trade
.with a heavy balance in their own favor, The
ﬁ%urgs' for 1906 show how well they sueceeded,
At first sight these would seem to show “that
the Australian Commonwealth exported al-
“most as much to “the States as it took from
them. The "Austrglian exports amounted to
£4,338,000. Bt of this no less than £2,195,-
000 came under the heading of ““specie-gold.”
Comment is needless. "Wool ranked next in
value, forming with copper the bulk of the ex-
port. “As for New Zealand, she sént to the
States £640.000 of merchandise, buying in re-
turn about £1,400,000 of American goods:

Unpopular as American. méthods were in

-Austra‘li%?and New Zealand, it has only been
within' the last five years that any retalidtion
has been attempted. New Zealand led the way

with the Preferential' Duties A¢t in 1902, and

mow Australia is following in her {footsteps
with a drasti¢ measure. It may be too mtich
to say that this last will destroy trade between

America and Australia; but the rapid expansion,

of that trade is not likely to continue, and it
niay even find a difficulty in increasing at all.
Australians; however, found Protectionism
not the only unpopular elemeéqt in the Ameri-
can connection. /Steamers making for . North
America from the South Pacific have. perforce
to stop.at Honolulu in the Hawaiian group, to
coal. There is no other stopping place. and
coaling station for a steamer traversing the
vast expanse of the Northeastern Pacific. Now,
‘in the “niheties, the govérnment at Washidgton
stretched out a hand and seéizéd the Hawaiian
group.” There was some excuse for this; inas-

“muchas the atchipelago was if an uneasy state’

‘and a certain amount of American capital had
been:sunk-in it. But the outcome was peculiar
‘and unpleasant fot colonial shipping. After a
‘while the American navigation‘laws were ex-
tended to Hawaii. |This meant that the great
stretch of open ocgan, 2800 miles . broad, be-
iween Honolulu and San . Francisco, became
legally part of the coastal waters bf the United
States—that is to say, no foreign vessel ~was
‘allowed to earry. cargo,or passeéngers from one
American port to another across it. At the
time of this monstroy$ aggression upon the na-
tural rights of ocean navigators, the San Fran-
_¢isco steam service was being  catfried ofi con-

jointly by an American and a New . Zealand -

company. In  obedience to . the over-
bearing ‘enactment, . the : New ~Zealand
company had to beat ‘a retreat, leav-

‘ing the conduct of the  service entirely in

‘the hands of the Oceanic . Steam ~Navigation

. company of San Francisco. This Tast-named
corporation proved, after some years, unequal

to the task. - Its steamers showed, more and
more, signs ofwegr and tear, and it complain-
ed that the subsid:

0 yearly, though
‘supplemented by certain payments { the ¢ol-
“onies—was insufficiént to Support a first-class

service. ¥ role :
An attempt was made to induce Congress

to increase the subsidy, but ocean  subsidies:

‘have not been popular in the House. of Repre-
sentatives of late years. - The attémpt failed,

American mail service had grown to be in-
‘popular from a traders’, and inconvesiient from

supplanited: by something -
way. of Vancouver. ;
ere naturally very loth to aband
steam connection with the United States,
see the decease of a line which as a mail

e it; however  unsatisfac

etter running by

s also. in 1ts favor. the strong argum
connected with “the rapi%ll % tlas
een New:York and: Liverp
between Canada and . Greal
for many years : respect

‘.t"'azcom{ctitors, 'the 'C
t m loyd, were.
establishing “world records” between -

‘Hook., As late as seven
nadian "liners weré in the

etters to arrive at Aucklandin thirty-one days - In

from 8t. Martin’s-le Grand. Moreover., in

il

face of the American tariff, they were directly

and indirectly the means of“fmﬁring consid-

erable trade between the States. and
lasia. The mail steanters did not afwa

¢ this trade themselves; but they carrie .

e

¥ given by the American
. government—some. £60,000

" line the’ Panama’
and early in 1907 the San Francisco service
came to an end. It may be gsked why, if the.

a passenger’s point of \v‘ie‘wilit had  tiot beer
The answer is “that the - the yeara Panama

- other.months i

the

itself has paid an enormous subsidy to increase
“the disproportion of speed - between the New
York and Canadian routes.. The. Canadians,
-after a spirited effort to: draw nearer to their
rivals, have seen themselves thrown behind-al-
most as far as ever, and have to extract what
.satisfaction they cdn from the : reflection that
this latest bhandicap is due to British ship-
building skill, British seamanship, and British
public money. ' Small wonder if, in.a recent
speech to a Nova Scotian audience, Sir Wil-
liam Laurier thus put the case:
<. “We have the $hortest route: across the
“ocean, mamely from Liverpool to Halifax. . At
thissmoment the Lusitania is performing a
maghnificent service) between Liverpool and
New York. She was built with British maney,

paid by the Britishigovernment and voted by .

i the British parliament. - What we ask is that

.the British nation should do as much for Can-
ada as it has been doing for the United States”
(cheers.) e s ;

* ' The long delay in urging on the organiza-
tion of a fast service with the Antipodes by
way of Canada’is thus easily explained. In
the Atlantic ‘Canada has had to face extraor-

‘»dinary dompetitors.’ Ewven now the three Can-
adian Atlantic lines of steamboats have to com-
pete with five times as many companies run-
ning to and from New York and  Boston, be-
tween which ports and Britain fifteen passen-
ger steammers ply.weekly on.an average. More-
over, the two eighteen-knot Canadian boats
have to endure ,comﬁarisan‘ with the Lusitania
and Mauretania, Next, it must, be rehember-
ed that the Canadian Pacific rhiiway was not
completed until November 188s, fourteen years
after the establishment of the San Francisco
‘service with the  Antipodes. Again, stress

~must be laid on the nitural desire of Australia
and New Zealand to develop trade with sovast
4 potential market as'the  United States. Tt
took many years of patient waiting and _hope
deferred to teach the colonists that the Aneri-
cdn' tariff makers will’'not open the “door to
British' colonies. 'Now'' Australasians, like
Canadians, have learned their lesson. The lit-

tle ‘glimmer 'of ‘hope; fed by the Wilson tariff,
~was effectually extinguished by MeKinley.

- The ‘colonies are left free to act without ' any
tenderness for Ameritan feeling,-and they are
acting accordingly. * But in theé past there have
been valid reasons for: disrégarding: the ‘ad-
vantages of the ANl Red rotte, réasons which
no longer exist. - These; and not any insuper-

. able or monstrously: costly natitral “obstacles,
‘have beéen bloeking: thd'tway, o i o .

* " Before cottiing to difciiss featiires and prac-
tical details ol the proposals ;

- *English and Colonialiigovernneits, a word is

. peedeéd to dispose ‘of the Panama bogey. Is'it
the case-that so soonias the Panama canal'is
opened; or very shortly afterwards, the . All

~Red route must - sulfer an eclipse? . The
answer can bea curt-/‘no!’—a simple and con-
fident neégative It is true that the distance

. from, Liverpool to. Afickland, by way of Colon,
is:a thousand miles less than bf' way of Van-

.cpuver. But three thousand miles of the Van-

wecbuver route will be  covered ' by train at a

speed more than double that of any'probable

fg.egamwf stéamers. If, ‘we allow  reasonable

:time for coaling and canal transit, eighteen-
knot boats running . via Colon would take
twenty-seven days . between Liverpool and
Auckland, New Zealand. ‘Why do I limit the

- speed to eighteen knots? Becausé the burden
of subsidizing the line would mainly fall on

' New Zealand; an ‘

% generation to comg would not be able to afford

“ to pay for anything faster; As a passénger

dte does not interest Aus-
tralia. Canada would have noth‘in% to do with
it; nor could the mother country be expected

‘to help New Zealdnd alone to pay for ocean

greyhounds. Very littlé, if any, help could be

.expected. from Central America, Colombo, and
Ecquador. - They are ' making - progress
doubtless, but they are cértainly not the most
. solid and advanced portions of Latin America.

Nor is E‘tx;flb.nﬁﬂtheir mothier, or London their
commercial Mecca, - -During certain months of

route would be héalthy en-
. ough, and enjoy verypleasant weather; during

other.months its passengers. would run the
. risks of tropical storm,

storms and gasp in sweltering
. -heats. - In any case, it:woul
~'but one sight-—the canal, ‘A '
sightseers could hardly be imagined. The Pan-
ama canal is not yet finished. It is not likely
to be finished for ten or twelve years.. When
it is, its opening will not depose. the All Red
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communi its Atlantic steam-

osals - now -beforeithe

. New Zealand for at least a

1ld offer the tourist
../ Al worse - route for.

erpool be the port of departure, it is claimed
that steamers thence would reach Halifax in
four days and eight hours.” Halifax is natur-
ally the Canadian port first thought of. - In
many respects’it would not be:easy to find a
better, and in-the winter months the All Red
steamers; must always make for it. In sum-
mer a direct voyage to Quebéc may be prefer-
red. ..As Sir Thomas O'Shaughnessy has just
pointed out, the St. Lawrence route will always
be the choice of the tourist.” That would oc-
cupy four days twenty hours, or five days six
hours, and would cost more; but it would take
passengers tight on to.Quebec. The fime taken
would differ according as the steamfers round-
e% Newfoundland on the northern or southern
side.

As Mr. Clifford Sifton, speaking as an ex-
perienced envoy, has lately - well  put it, the
three objections usually taken to the passage
from -England to Canada may be summed up
in the words: fog, ice and the Gulf of St.  Law-
rence. It'is known that the more southern
line followed from Liverpool to New York is
beset with fogs. ‘The ordinary passenger,
therefore, assumes that the routes to Halifax
and Quebec, being further north, must be fog-
gier still.. The contrary is the case. The wes-

tern Atlantic fogs are bred by the contact oi’

.the ice and ice water, drifted from " the Arctic,
with the warm waters of the Gulf Stream.
‘Steamers’bound for Queltec and Halifax pass
to the nortlr of the thickest of these mists. This
is no random assertion: As Mr. Sifton pointed
out, the Canadian government has.made a full
and careful series of ‘scientific obgervations of
the Atlantic fog-enemny. These have furnished
as complete a weather chart in this respect as
could be required. The result'is as interesting
as; to most people, unexpected. It shows an
average expectancy of 3.12 ‘per cent. of fog for
the Canadian passages as against fully 8 per
cent. for those to New York. : Ice " is a more
serious difficulty. © It will: compel the steam-

ers to make for Halifax during the winter .

months, and will sometimes oblige- them, even
in the season whien they can make Quebec, to
take the longer journey round Cape Race in-
stead of the shorter passage through the Straits
-of Belleisle, The difference betwéen the two
is & matter of 168 miles. With | the, roufe to
Halifax ice does not interfere . at all: nor. of
course do the much exaggerated: dangers of
the Gulf of St. Lawrence, . Under  this last
head Mr. Sifton shows that.in seventeen years
only, five steamers have been:stranded | there.
Three of these agcidents were proved to.be, due
1o caréless navigation; only two to the natyral
difticuiVies.of the highwiy. The Gult oF) S
Lawrerice, one may miention, is no half-knov
mysterfous, problématical ‘waterway. It car-
.ries'a very large shipping trade, Every yard
of it likely to be passed by All Red steamers is
accurately khown, and its risks, such as they
are, have been ?fe_atly diminished by informa-
tion andscientific precautions.” At but one
spot, a place about 120 miles below Quebec,
‘has any deepening to be done to enable’the lar-
“gest sized steamboats to pass up at full speed.
%hisimprovement is being carried out, ‘and
thereafter ho obstacle will remain to hindet a

‘l,

twenty-four-knot vessel going at her best pace . gaag

up to Quebec itself. . /- e L
. The width and depth of the Channel will
- be ample, and the curves nowhere short  en-.
«ough to be dangerots:

As already stated, the seaway to Halifax is

quite unimpeded with ice, nor do shoals in the
Gulf of St. Lawrénce ¢concern it," Halifax in-
‘deed has but one d
what unsatisfactory condition of the line of
railway linking it’with Mdatreal, This, how
ever, is easily capable of improvement, and we
have the assurance of the Canadian . gc
ment that the improvement will. be effécted
without delay. For the rest, thé land journey
‘presents no difficulties or drawbacks. Tt were
superfluous to’ praise the safety, speed, and
comfort of this Canadian Pacific r&e“emy sys-
tem. Nor need I detain’ the reader with a
sumimary of the dttractions of Canada for the
tourist who is«in no hurry. From one end to
the other, from Niagara and the Montr
Falls to the Taka r Falls
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for the Pacific section of the All Red roufe,
Twenty-knot boats would #troduce a revol, .
tion, and even roomy boats capable of doiy-
nineteen knots would be so vast an impro.
ment on recent conditions as to be thankful,
welcomed by all reasonable people,  Let ./
suppose, then, for the present, that the cop.
tracting governments' are satisfied to ' recuire
the actual performance _of eighteen k.
Even then we shall be told that the Paci.
journey presents especial difficulties, The dis.
tance from Vancouver to Auckland is 6,330
miles, and to this must be added another 1280
miles to Sydney. To make the voyage attrac.
tive, steamers must halt both at Hawaii and
Fiji for at least eight hours in each case. .\,
" the passengers will demand at least a glimpse
of these beautiful spots, the boats must manage
‘to arrive in the morning both ‘at Honolulu and
Suva and leave in the evening. Again, even if
we assume that boats of eight thousand anq
nine thousand tons will be large enough—as
they probably will—they will need to carrv
very heavy supplies of coal. A steamer leaving
Vancouver might require to hgve from thrco
thousand to four thousand tdns of coal o
‘board, for the coaling arrangements at Hono-
ula are provokingly primitive. Further sup-
plies.could be got at Suva, but time would
probably be too precious thére to allow more
than a few hundred tons to be taken in.
Auckland, of course; the arrangements arc
good and coal plentiful, whilé; as for Sidney,
nothing better could well be desired. A stean,.
oat actually covering eighteen knots an hour
could reach Auckland from WVancouver in 16
days, after allowing a few hours for mischances,
If we assume that passengers and mails can
be carried to Vancouver in gight days and 2
half fom England, it means that Auckland is
brought within twenty-four days and a half of
the mother country.. ‘For a halt there and the
voyage to Sydney ‘three days more must be al-
lowed:. . Yet if Sydney coitld be . reached in
twenty-seven days even, Sydmney will.stand to
 gain some four days by the All Red route. In
the case of New Zealand the gain will he very
much greater. For the last nine months New
‘Aealandérs have been depending on the Sucr
liners to Australia for the conveyance of their
mails. They do not at all like the  change:
whereas formerly their San_ Francisco mail
brought them their lefters in thirty-one. .or
thirty-two days, they are now thankful.to re-
 ceive them in from thirty-six fo thirgy-eight
days. 'For them the All Red route would mean
a redifetion in théir tail tinie of at least twely
days. ‘Trf) otHeér ' wobds, ¥ Wolifd reduce the
distange from the mother country by the very
q.n&’thifd.'«;r 7 Ay PR
.. I need scarcely add that the smaller colony
of Fiji. would-also stand to gain very greatly.
. The beauties of Fiji are, perhaps, not so widely
~famed as those of the Hawaiian archipelago.
" Indeed, it cannot show the same widely fantas-
tic and terrible voleanic features. - But those
‘travellers who know the wooded hills;” bright
valleys, and sparkling streams of Fiji, its shin-
ing beaches and blue bays, - surf-beaten - reefs
and innumerable palmy islets; know ‘that it is
one of the most beautiful groups of the South
_ Moreover, and . that it is much to the
purpose, it is healthy far above the average of
tropigal ;xsland's,i‘ _Its natives, though not equal
_in intellect to the Hawaiians or the Maori of
New Zealand, are a bold, finely built, interest-
- Ing race. At every point, indeed, the voyage
across the Pacific to Sydney offers tempting
halting-places to the tourist. New Zealand’s
. various attractions.are too well known-to make
needful. Enough

\

A
At

any advertisement of them
. to mention that the government of that new-
- made Dominion has of late years organized an
active tourist department the object of:which
-18 t0 make smooth the path and * pleasant the
lot of the visitor to the mountains, fakes, vol-
_Lanoes, geysers, warm springs, fiords, as well
- as the cultivated districts of the islands." Once
at Sydney, the voyager is not only in the mos:
beautiful harbor of Australia but at the best
starting-point for striking out to reach the
‘most characteristic scenery and most interest-

' _ing colonising work of the continent.

As an imperial mail service the All Red

is o route will be'an indubitable advance. It should

save the chief cities of Canada two or -three
days, New Zealand twelve days, and’eastern
Australia four days. Such a line  would be
well worth a big subsidy, As a passenger line
its advantages should be equally beyond cavil.
The Atlantic boats should be up to the best
Cunard standard in all but size. The Pacific
boats should be able to carry eight hundred
passengers, two hund d fifty of,them in
v

the first class. Every year a large num-
ber of passengers, English and colonial, take
the voyage round the. world. © To. many of

¢ and variety are of more importance
ty or thirty pounds rore Or less.
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