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had been created various rulings by the commissioner of
d commissioner recording and mines must be changed; second, that
claims, the suffer- the anti-alien legislation was a mistake;
aken up third, that if
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an does not at the very earliest date repeal
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last evening, the resolution of condem-
nation upon the government proposed by

Mr. Clifford, and based upon the gov- goverament metitod

erni lent’s course with regard to the alien
excliision law, was negatived by nineteeen
to sixteen.. Almost everyone contributed
to t;he discussion of the issues involved,
and the evening session was lightened
with numerous anecdotes and laughter-
provoking bon-mots from both sides of
the house that served to reward the gal-
lery throng for their attendance. Bight |
new government bills were brought be-
fore the house at the early part of the
session, and it was indicated by the re-
marks and course of the Premier that the

inteution is to continue the night sessions
from now on until the business on the or-
ders is disposed of—with possibly a few
special concessions in the form of evening
Tespites. :

The house having been opened 'v.nth
prayers by Rev. J. F. Vichert, .petitions
were presented by the following:

Mr. McBride—From the British Co-
jumbia Yukon Railway Company, pro-
testing against leave being granted to M.
King and others to present a petition
for the incorporation of a railway com-
pany to build and operate a line in the
northern portion of this province.

Mr. Eberts—From John G. Mackay
and others of South Victoria district, pe-
titioning against the building of a school-
house in that particular locality.

GOVERNMENT LEGISLATION.

fPhe following bills, standing in the
name of the Attorney-General, were in-
troduced, received a first reading, and
get for second reading at the next sit-
ting of the house:

To amend the Evidence Act.

To amend the County Courts Act.

o amend the law respecting the lia-
bility of trustees. 3

To amend the Execution Act.

To amend the Supreme Court Act.

To amend the Companies’ Act.

To amend the Game Protection Act.

To amend the Municipalities Incorpora-
tion' Act. ;

A bill to amend the Farmers’ Insti-
tutes and Oo-operation Act (Hon. Mr.
Cotton) was also introduced, read a first
time, and placed on the orders for sec-
ond reading on Tuesday.

“WANT OF CONFIDENCH.

The house was proceeding to other busi-
ness on the orders of the day, when

Mr. Turner directed attention to the
fact that on the paper there appeared
notice of a want of confidence resolution
standing in the name of the senior mem-
ber for Cassiar, which inbuecghrdmit):e with
g opinion . expressed .by the Premier
%:ﬁu the t session—should he

%iven precedence over everything else.

e asked if the government had changed
their views in this connection.

Hon. Mr. Semlin gave a negative reply
to this interrogation. The fact that there
was a want of confidence resolution on
the orders had escaped his notice, but
as this appeared to be the case he quite
coincideéd with the leader of the opposi-
tion that it should be proceeded with im-
mediately.

Mr. Clifford accordingly moved, second-
ed by Cdptain Irving: e

“'lqmt, in view of the hasty legislation

by the goverinment last session in ‘am-
ending ‘the Placer Mining Act, by which
aliens are deprived of the right to ac-
quire placer mines in this province, hav-
ing proved highly detrimental to the
mining industry by obstructing the intro-
duction of capital, creating a distrust in
- titles to mining claims, and by hamper-
ing the development of such industries,
the government has forfeited the con-

sentation of this resolution, the senior
member for Cassiar said that he was
quite cognizant of the fact that the gov-
ernment is now asking leaye to introduce
an amending bill by which it is contem-
plated to correct in part the evils arising
out of the last session’s legislation in
question and he was glad this was the
case, and he was quite well aware that
the indicated action had been taken at
the suggestion and by reason of the pres-
sure brought to bear by the opposition.
From the meagre outline of correc-
tive measure that had been given by
the Finance Minister, it appeared that
it would not go nearly far enough. It
was not enough that the law should be
so amended so as to permit ‘aliens to hold
and operate mining Igrppemes acquired
by purchase from British, or, rather,
Canadian, locators. He declined to sup-
port any half-hvarted and - incomplete
measure of this character, or any mea-
sure that did not aim to sweep from the
statute book the whole: of this objection-
able legislation—lock, -stock and barrel.
He had positively and unqualifiedly‘ op-
posed this measure last session on the
ground that it was iniquitous in principle,
unwise and impolitic—and he continued
to oppose it in part or in entirety. -
Mr. Speaker here interjected a doubt
as to whether the resolution could be
admitted as strictly in order, in view of
the very recent rejection by the house
of another want of confidence motion.
However, as no objection had been tak-
en, he would not challenge the course
that the member/for Cassiar had seen
fit to pursue. ;
Mr. Clifford continued to inform the
house of his having spent the whole of
last summer in the Atlin district—know-
ing every creek and all the = conditions
there—he could say that without excep-
. tion the miners were opposed to this alien
bill in both its principles and its effect.
It had greatly retarded the development
and prosperity of Atlin district, and had
done incalculable injury to the province
as a whole. Indeed this legislation had
virtually Tuined the Atlin country and
incidentally had prevented the govern-
ment from realizing an enormous revenue
from the working of the northern. gold
felds. Its evil effects were general, but
especially were they apparent in Cas-
siar. Instances were given of the ex-
clusion of foreign capital that had sought
investment in the Atlin country, and by
the action of the British Columbia gov-
ernment had been driven to Alaska and
the Klondike, where it would no.doubt
greatly assist in the development of those
districts. ‘This act had also brotght runin

the . house—expressing the well-under-'
stood condemnation of the country.

icy of the administration, holding that as
they now proposed to amend the obnoxi-
ous measure, they were not entitled tol

vote.
MR. McPHILLIPS pointed to the}

{ime before his co
election. 8 ]
the house, he - had expressed his dis-
approval of the measure—holding it to-
be pernicious in prineciple, unwise and
unconstitutional—and  had endepvored
by the introduction of a bill in his own
name to secure the repeal of at least the !
most salient and objectionable features !
of the just-passed measure. At-that
time one of the ministers had risen in
his place and strongly objected to hl'S
bill being considered, claiming that it,
touched a matter of government policy,
which was not to be interfered with.
Such being the case, it was futile for
the same government to now endeavqr
to repudiate authorship of or responsi-
bility for the act. They were now say-
ing it was not a party measure at all;
that it had been passed by the voice of |
the assembly, and that, it being now|
admitted to have been ill-advised, the|
opposition were equally blameable with
the government. The mere fact of the|
government denying his right to en-
deavor to repeal, declaring the act as a
matter of government policy, was fatal
to their present contention. Sentiment
had alone supported this bill in its
enactment; @it had proven most baneful
in its operation; and the entire country
had cried out against it. It was but
another illustration of the tendency of
this government to pass drastic legis-
lation that was unsought and undesired
by the people. Very many of these
statutes had been severely criticized at
Ottawa as conflicting ‘with both Do-
minion and TImperial policy; and that
this particular act was trenching in that
direction he had pointed out time and
again last session—a statement which he
proceeded to substantiate and emphasize
by reference to the reports. Clauses
had been found in many of the public
bills—and private bills, too—that were
ultra vires and nugatory; and the house
had before it a report of the Minister of
Justice himself (which he read), that
went very far toward showing that it
was against the best interests of the
province to pass such laws as this and
similar measures. It was wrong; too,
that when a private member asked for
 an opinion of the house—as he had done
last E.ar on this identical measure—that
the emier should deny it. By the
operation of this act, Bastern Canadian,
British and foreign companies had been
alike debarred from acquiring or pur-
chasing mineral claims, although licensed
to do business in British Columbia—the
result being most disadvantageous when
it was taken into account how small the
mining investors class in Canada is in
comparison with the same in other
countries, and more particularly the
United States. Skilled prospectors were
needed in the new gold fields to bring
them into desirable recognition—and the
Americans were among the best pros-
pectors in. the world; our prospecting
miners as a rule were men of limited
means, and it wag highly necessary and
desirable that the law should permit
them (as it formerly did) to sell their
just claims, continue their useful work of
exploratory character, and possibly work
their subsequent discoveries—the Ameri-
can capitalists being as a rule the very
best investors. As a t of the opera-
tion of this law there had been no ad-
vantage to our own people, but instead
a direct and grievous loss. “ Retalia-
tion ” was a poor argument; besides, in
thirty of the states of the American
union there was no restriction operating
against Britishers in the ownership of
either mines or lands, In Washington
even it was merely necessary to file
papers expressing an intention of be-
coming citizens. That the policy of the
government had not changed with re-
speet to the principle of’this act was
substantiated by the fact that there was
no reference to it in the speech from the
throne, which omission certainly justi-
fied the present motion. It was quite
true thdat a reference to amending legis-
lation had been made in the course of
Hon. Mr. Cotton’s speech, but that
reference did not by any means indicate
an abandonment of the main policy of
the act, i. e., exclusion. It did not indi-
cate that these various companies would
henceforth be permitted to do business
in the province, as contemplated by the
measures under which they had been
incorporated, and as would prove of
great advantage to provincial develop-
ment. The Alien Exclusion Act had
been aimed against public interest; it
had been proven bad throughout in both
principle and practice; it was vicious
in trenching upon matters of Federal
and Imperial policy; it was a menace to
the mining industry;  had been ill-con-
ceived; and had been proven injurious
in every way. Mr. Tisdall’s remarks in
moving the reply to His Honor’s speech
showed that the government was still
committed to the principle of this bill;
public opinion was distinctly opposed to
it—and the junior member for Victoria
accordingly justified the adoption of the
resolution before the house and the im-
mediate and complete repeal of.the act
in question. (Applause.)

MR. ELLISON said that last year he
had refrained from saying anything on
this subject because he had not been
able to study it. Now he had done so,
and he had found that the act, having
been tried, had been found wanting. It
was not in the interests of this province,
and it had prevented the introduction of
needed capital for the working of the
mines of British Columbia. The senior
member for Cassiar could speak with
authority on this subject, and the house
could not but have been impressed with
his opinion. The senior member for
Cariboo, on the other hand, had said]
that everything was going on satisfac-
torily when he left the Atlin country.
He (Mr. Ellison) desired to show that
Mr. Helgesen had changed his mind

{0 many good Canadians, who being suf-
ficiently fertunate as to secure claims,‘

since the time when he came down from-
Atlin and the time he had taken his seat

intention of sweeping it holus bolus from given to his constituency.
the laws of the province, he thought the sation took place in the presence of sev-
the condemnation of eral mining men, residents of Cariboo
and constituents of Mr. Helgesen, who
to a man assured him that his present
Mr. Helgesen briefly defended the pol-| views were those of at least the great

The conver-

majority, if not of all of his constitu-

ents.” f

Mr. Helgesen—I . distinctly  deny ever

the condemnation of a want of confidence having made such a statement. (Govern-
ment applause.)

Hon. Mr. Carter-Cotton—He denied

fact that he for one had not acquiesced ‘that long ago. (Renewed government
his aet; being at the . applause.)

nstituents at a bye-|: Mr. Ellison thought that the hon. mem-

On his resuming his seat in ber should have denied the interview in

the apper country, and not have waited
until he came to the house, six months
after, before taking this course.

Mr. Helgesen—8o I did.

Mr. Ellison said that he certainly
would not have waited six months to
deny such a statement if it were untrue.
He could not understand how a man who
had been in the Atlin country, and a
man who was conversant with the mining
laws and could speak so intelligently on
mining matters generally as Mr. Helge-
sen could, could come forward and say
that everything was right.

He (Mr. Ellison) was prepared to sup-
port the resolution.

Addressing himself to a question  of
privilege, Mr. Helgesen declared t_hat
the interview wupon ,which this publica-
tion in the Ashcroft Journal was based,
had been nothing more than “ a bar-
room talk” that took place after 12
o’élock at night. His views had not been
correetly reported. .

MR. JOSEPH MARTIN prefaced his
remarks upon the resolution by express-
ing surprise that no defence had been
made by the government on so import-
ant a challenge—an experience that had
been paralleled only a few days before,
when they and their followers had sat
dumb before the charges of the opposi-
tion—

Mr. Speaker held that no reference
could be made to this past debate, and
requested the member for Vancouver to
adhere to the question before the house.

From this ruling Mr. Martin appealed,
as he wished it to be on record for the
benefit of others during the course of
the debate; ‘and the ' chair was sus-
tained on a party division of 19 to 17.

Addressing himself to the resolution,
Mr. Martin admitted that when the
Alien Exclusion Act had been passed he
had heartily endorsed its wisdom, be-
lieving the measure to be both justifiable
and well timed. He had thought last
year that such a measure was quite
called for by the ‘extremely arbitrary
action of "the erican authorities in
adopting irk e fhd vexatious customs
regulations and in otherwise doing all
they could to embarrass persons going
into the Klondike through the American
strip and who had bought their outfits
in the Canadian towns. Time was then
of value, and many had paid the Ameri-
can duties rather than submit to the
delays, breakage of packages and ex-
cessive charges for convoy which the
Americans adopted. By these means a
large percentage of the Klondike trade
properly belonging to Canadians had
been diverted into American channels—
and especially into tne hands of citizens
of Seattle.’ A bitter feeling had not un-
naturally been engendered in Victoria,
Vancouver and even the Eastern Cana-
dian cities, so that the retaliatory legis-
lation to prevent the American miners
staking or purchasing placer claims in
Atlin camp was gemerally approved and
appreciated throughout all Canada at
the time of its passage. But while he
had endorsed it then, and had looked
upon the measure as quite justified, he
had sufficiently amended his opinion, in
view of the effects developing in practice
‘under’the act, as to agree that it was
perhaps in the interest of British Colum-
bia to now amend or repeal the measure
—while at the same time the Americans
had no right to complain of the act as
unfair, being estopped from complaint
by their own legislation of similar tenor.
Looking at the matter solely from the
provincial standpoint, and seeking an
explanation of ~the act not having
worked as it had been expected to, for
the advantage of the province, he found
the  situation ' thus: « The Americans
were pre-eminently a mining people, and
included many mining speculators—a
class that could not be produced at a
moment’s notice, Canada ' having no
speculative mining class of its own.
These people, so necessary for the pros-
perity of a new mining country, had
been driven away by this act, American
capital and - enterprise which would
‘otherwise have been expended in the
building up of the northern part of this
province being theteby kept away from
those Canadians who had been fortu-
nate enough to stake good claims but
who had not money enough to work
them for themselves—they had found
‘their properties ' rendered practically
valueless to them through their inability
to deal in them with the only people
who were in the field to purchase. The
act was also alleged to have operated
disadvantageously in connection with
the hydraulic claims in €ariboo, by pre-
venting American investors from taking
up this class of mining propositions—
eapital looking with - alarm  at what
might be interpreted: as &n adoption of
the principal that aliens should mnot be
allowed to get possession of mines in
British Columbia. The same effect had
also been noted, though to a less extent,
in the Kootenay. These being the faci
he regretted that the gevernment ha
not grasped the meaning of its daties
and responsibility and—interpreting the
wish of the people—taken the first op-
portunity to amend its policy in accord-
ance with the change in public opinion
based upon the practical test of the act.
The government: should have indicated
in His Honer's speech an intention of
going right 'at the root of the trvuble,
the true and only correct remedy for
the evils to which he had referred being
the repeal of the objectionable statute in
its entirety. (Applause.)

MR. McBRIDE looked upon the gov-
ernment as on trial on this very ground,
and regarded it as his duty to assist in
forcing the issue if possible to the re-
jection of the government. He admit-
ted that there might have seemed to.be
good reasons’ for the passage of this leg-

islation last year, but having found 'the | der.

act & gross blunder it was the first duty
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of the government to have made an end
of it. He noted that while excuses
were made for the position of the gov-
ernment by private - members on the
other side, there was nothing being said
in their own defence by members of the
government. - Having himself visited
Atlin during last season, he could say
from personal knowledge that the stat-
ute had worked great hardships—it was
indeed impossible to estimate the total
of the mischief and damage done. He
cited several instances of desired capital
being excluded from investment; and
declared that when the government
(who alone could by constitutional law
be held responsible for the legislation of
the country) put this measure in force
there were thousands .of American
miners and investors ready to go into

prevented from assisting in its develop-
ment. He too felt justified in voting
against the government in view of these
facts.

MR. A. W. SMITH (West Lillooet) well
remembered when this act was before the
legislature last session that arguments had
been brought forward by the government in
its support which had appeared well found-
ed. The exerience of last year had, how-
ever, disproved all these contentions, while
he had at all times been opposed to such
legislation as tended towards the exclu-
sion of capital. He referred the house to
the journals of '93 as bearing out his state-
ments in this regard—that it was bad pol-
icy to antagenize foreign capital, Britlsh
Columbia’s small population making it im-
possible te bring the country into the posi-
tion it should by its natural advantages oc-
cupy, without the assistance ef foreign
money. The alien bill having been proved
to operate adversely to the mining interest
all throughout the province, and the.gov-
ernment not having indicated any change
of its policy herein in the speech from the
;htrlone, he intended to support the reso-
ution,

COL. BAKER also favored the resolution,
expressing considerable surprise that no
.member of the government should . have
come forward to defend the course of the
ministry. The act now in review was one
of those pieces of hasty legislation which
had marked the last session, At the time
of its presentation arguments had been ad-
vanced which had at the time appeared to
be not unreggonable  but he had then ask-
ed the goVernment that if such a measure
were good in principle why it should not
be made to apply to quartz mines as well
as placer. The fact of the matter was that
its operation had hampered the mining in-
dustry in all sections to an incalculable de-
gree, being at the same time directly hos-
tile to the well known British open-door
policy, British Columbia being  distinctly
open to censure in closing her doors.

MR. HALL( after the remarks that had
been heard from Mr, Clifford and Mr. Mc-
Phillips, was considerably surprised at the
course taken by the senior member for
Cariboo; he could come to no other conclu-
sion than that that gentleman was poli-
tically hide-bound, and should lose no time
in getting cured.
who would say that the conditions in Atlin
are all for the best interest of the country
and quite satisfactory could not be credit-
ed with being conscieatious. He did not
blame the government, nor the house, for
the passage of this act last year, as it ap-
peared at that time to be a legitimate out-
come of a veéry natural feeling of resent-
ment of the hostility displayed by'the Am-
ericans in connection with the Klondike
trade—and calculated to conserve the best
interests of British Columbia and British
Columbians. 'But the government had failed
in accomplishment of the results aimed at,
and he blamed the government for—instead
of recognizing the fact and taking the first
opportunity to meet it—putting in fifteen
ounces of politics to each one of c¢ommon
sense in their meeting of the difficulty.
It was no disgrace to admit being in the
wrong when one found it out, but it was a
disgrace not to seek the first opportunity to
end a wrong when one was known and
proved to exist, It was therefore the duty
of the government to have announced it
‘ag part of their policy to wipe out this
legiskation in its entirety as prejudicial to
the welfare of the province—and as they
had not taken this course he felt bound
to support the resolution.

MR. NBILL dealt with the so-called in-
consistencies of the opposition in having
accepted the measure under consideration
last year, yet seeking to condemn the gov-
ernment for it now. He held that in con-
demning the government as proposed in the
resolution, the opposition wounld also be
condemning themselves; and referring par-
ticularly to the members for Dewdney,
Southeéast Kootenay, and Victoria City (Mr.
Turner), declared that each had been guilty
of imconsistency. Mr. McBride he charged
with having said only last Thursday that
all he asked for was an amendment to per-
mit of Americans acquiring claims by pur-
chase; with respect to Col. Baker and Mr.
Turner, he quoted portions of published re-
marks of theirs, in which he held they had
admitted an endorsation of the very legis-
lation which they now sought to censure.

MR, BOOTH held that there could be no
dombt that it was the government gnd the
government alone that could be held respon-
sible for accomplished legislation, The
members of the opposition were responsible
to their own conmstituents for whatever
stand they choose to take, but the gov-
ernment was responsible to the country as
a whole.” No one on the government side
had shown or attempted to show why this
obnoxious legislation should be centinued,
and admitting the prineiple to be a wrong
one yet indicating no intention to reject
it, he held to be a good reason to justify
the house in assuming that the eoun?ry had
lost confidence in the government.

MR. KELLIE fellowed, prefacing his re-
marks on the resolution with an indefinite
reference to the Deane-Prentice enabling
bills of last year.

Mr. Joseph Martin, to a peint of order,
wanted to kmow what bearing these meas-
ures could have on the debate. He was also
curifous to kmow how it was that Mr,
Speaker never called the attention of the
members of the government side to the
fact "when they were obviously out of or-

“The third member for Vanmcouver will

the Atlin country who had thereby been ; Sicdaa them.

He felt that' any man

withdraw that remark at omce,” said Mr.
Speaker.

“Of course I will,”” said Mr. Martin.

Mr. Kellie was not permitted to proceed
with the matters he had indicated an in-
tention of discussing, and ‘continued to de-
bate the resolution in much the same fash-
ion as the member for Alberni, holding that
to condemn the government the members of
the opposition would condemn themselves
—and also condemn the public who had ap-
proved the alien‘exclusion bill at its pas-
sage. He suggested that the resolution
should be withdrawn, and the opposition

| wait for the corrective bill which the goy-

ernment would present later on. Atlin dis-
trict had been found not to come up to ex-
pectations—

Mr, Clifford promptly disputed the cor-
rectness of this assertion. Atlin had not
only come up to expectations, but much ex-

Mr. Kellie disclaimed any intention of
discrediting or misrepresenting Atlin, and
said that what he had meant was that it
was not (as at first thought) a poor man’s
country, to be worked with pick and shovel.
He opposed the resolution as based on op-
position inconsistency. '

CAPTAIN IRVING had voted for the
alien exclusion measure last session, at that
time believing that it would be well for
British Columbians to show the people of
Washington that if they would not amend
their laws to secure justice to Canadians,
we on this side could make our to operate
to the disadvantage of Americans. He
therefore accepted his share of blame for
the passage of the act; and made it clear
that what he blamed the government for
was not the passage of the act last ses-
sion, but neglect and indifference to the
effects it had produced In practice, which
effects should ' have been intelligently
studied and met by a repeal bill submitted
as the very first legislation of the present
session. He cited how in Atlin camp capi-
tal had been excluded, the Canadian miner
had suffered from being unable to dispose
of his claim, and in one month (last June)
no fewer than 3,000 people had joined in the
exodus from Atlin by canoes, scows and
every ‘other means of conveyance—finding
no prospects for a season’'s work, ' Com-
plaints had been frequent, and the senior
member for Cariboo had been one of the
“highest kickers” (laughter)—even going so
far as to one of the delegates to condemn
the government and seek an amelioration of
the disadvantageous conditions. For these
reasons he intended to Vote for the reso-
lution.

MR. EBERTS charged the me!nbeps
of the government with cowardice in
failing to so much as attempt to ‘detend
their position, and in this connection ob-
served: $

“A more cowardly course I have never
seen pursued in politics; not one of the
five members has had the temerity to ex-
plain the government’s position to-day on
the policy they enunciated in the legisla-
tion of last session.” 5

To show that this alien law, which had
proved so detrimental to provxqcu_ﬂ inter-
ests in its working out was distinctly a
matter of government policy l_ast year,
the member for South Victoria quote’d
the initial paragraph in - His Honor's
speech at the opening of the session of
1899, it reading as follows: 2 S

“We have much pleasure in being in-
formed of the discovery of a rich mining
country in the Atlin distriet, and of the
measures which Your Honor’s govern-
ment have taken in anticipation of an
influx of population into that regiom, to
provide for a proper administration of
the district, and OF THE: EFFORTS
THAT ARE TO BE MADE TO CON-
SERVE ITS NATURAL WEALTH
FOR THE BENEFIT OF CANA-
DIAN MINERS AND TRADERS.”

This act, the outcome of "the intention
above expressed on the part of the gov-
ernment, was indeed the first measure
brought forward by the gentlemen op-
posite, after the unparalleled measure to
secure a majority by legislating two sup-
porters into seats; and had been rushed
through with almost equal haste. The
government was therefore bound to and
responsible for the legislation in question,
and no matter what the government sup-
porters might say to the contrary the fact
that the opposition did not oppose it with
their votes had no real bearing on the
position. Col. Baker- had been charged
with inconsistency, the statement being
made that he had favered the act when
it was passing through the house. As a
matter of fact he had distinct recollec-
tion that Col. Baker had said he only
consented to the second reading of the
bill with the understanding that it should
be sent then to the mining committee, in
which evidence could be considered to
show whether or not it was wise or justi-
fiable. Mr, McPhillips had opposed the
act to the utmost of his power, even
bringing in a bill as a private member to
offset the evil results which he antici-
pated would result—and which had de-
veloped as he had then predicted. He
had not been allowed to test the feeling
of the house on this measure, the govern-
ment declaring it a matter of government
policy and resenting any interference
therewith. It was therefore useless at
this late day for the government to at-
tempt repudiation of responsibility. As
the act now stood even n locally licensed
and registered British er Eastern Cana-
dian company could not acquire placer
claims in Britisly Columbia without re-
organization as a purely British Colum-
bia concern; and he held that in this, too,
the government was clearly condemnable
for allowing elipshod legislatiem to go
upon the statute book. All that the gov-
ernment had to say now appeared to be
that they imtended to bring im eorrective
legislation. And why? Simply because
they had been forced to do so by popular
will, as voieed by the epposition. Mem-
bers of the house well know that there
had been no reference to any proposed
amendment to the alien exclusion aet in
the Speech from the Throne; they would
also remember that the member for Van-
couver in moving the reply had taken
particular pains to emphasize that the
government approved and.would retain;
this measure. It was not until Mr. Clif-

dence amendment to the reply to the
Speech—based upon this ver;‘nl important
subject— that the government had awak-l
ened to the conclusion that they would
have to do something to save themselves.
The act in question had been passed on
the 14th of < January, 1899, and from
that day until the present session was a
week old, there had been no word from
ghe government indicating the slightest
intention of amending or repealing the
objectionable law. But just as soon as
the government found that the oppositi
were in touch with the wishes of theg
ple, and determined to carry these (=
out, they changed about and d m'éa"1
that they intended to amend th
And the very mnext day the Attorney-
General was found giving notice ofa
identical in character with one that, he

law. |

driven into a eerner by the opposition.
The‘alien aet had resulted in a dircet and
very great loss of business to the mer-
chants and transportation companies of
the Coast cities, while neither British Co-
lumbian’s nor other Canadians had bene-
fited. The receipts from mining certi-
ficates had fallen off—not as the Fin-
ance Minister had contemded, because of
any remission of taxation-—on account of
the government refusing to allow miners
to come in and the law under review had
thus operated to the disadvartsee of the
revenue and at the sawme ti- the ex-
pense of the country’s d- ‘nt and
that of the minin— *

Ittwas at th'~ peaker
isaw six o'cle~ ook a

Ewelcpme »

(Mr. Eberts) had given notice of the very
first day of the session. From Janu:
14, 1899, until January 16, 1900, th¢
had been, however, no indication by t

( | government or through their organs,

any such intention. Mr. Helgesen h.

indeed let the cat out of the bag. ' He
proceeded . to re-quote that gentleman’s
statement as published in the Ashcroft
Journal. The reading was interrupted
by Mr. Helgesen, who denied that he had
mentioned the ‘present government as
blameable at all—it was tthe late govern-
ment he had referred to. (Laughter.)

Mr. Turner—What about the alien act?

Mr. Helgesen—It was not in question
there at all.

Mr. Turner—What do you mean?

Mr. Eberts—But you have never denied
that you made these statements; you
have not satisfied the people of Cariboo.

Mr. Helgesen . insisted that in public
meeting at Cariboo he had defended both
the eight-hour law and the alien exclu-
sion law, and defended these measures
successfully too.

Mr. Ebert—Yes; so successfully that
you caused two of the ministers to rush
in hot haste to Cariboo to interview you.
(Laughter).

He continued to maintain that at the
opening of the present session the gov-
ernment was still committed to the alien
law, notwithstanding  its evil effects on
the province and mining industry—this
fact being borne out by the remarks of
the mover of the reply to His Honor’s
speech, who had referred to the working
of the alien exclusion law, which he de-
clared to “have been of immense benefit
to the miners (who were the ones to be
considered) although perhaps not to the
transportation companies.” There could
be no doubt that the gentleman had voic-
ed the position and policy of the govern-
ment.

He: (Mr. Eberts), returning to the
senior member for Cariboo, challenged
that gentleman to deny that the alien law
had proved other than wunprofitable to
Cariboo, to the miners of that district,
to the express company, and to the ex-
ploitation of the district. He well knew
that the people of Cariboo were down on
the act, and were prepared to hoist at
the very first opportunity the government
that would hold it. The members of that
district dared not defend it to their con-
stituents.

Then as for its effect on international
good feeling, the maintenance of which
was so important to the Empire, this
alone should be sufficient to secure the
termination of the alien law. He denied
that this could be deemed tit-for-tat legis-
lation, inasmuch as British subjects were
permitted to own placer mines in the
American Yukon. He knew of two
brothers, residing at Parson’s Bridge, the
Price brothers, who were even now min-
ing their own claims at Circle City—

Hon. Mr. Henderson—They purchased
their claims, I have reason to know that
By the law there British subjects are al-
lowed to acquire mining properties by
purchase, but not to stake for themselves.

This Mr. Eberts disputed; he had rea-
son.to believe that British subjects could
stake as well as purchase mining proper-
ties, not only in Alaska but in the State
of Washington. He held that the gov-
ernment was bound to stand by this act
as an example of government policy, and
for this reason endorsed the resolution.

MR. PRENTICE said that he wished
but a moment to place his position clearly
before the house. He would not vote for
this resolution, though distinctly opposed
to the alien law. The government had
intimated an intention of introducing
corrective legislatign, and in view of
this he held that the house should wait
and deal with this. He did not by any
means favor the alien law, as he well
knew that it had operated to great dis-
advantage in all parts of the country, in-
clusive of the district which he had the
honor of representing. (Applause.)

MR. TURNER was surprised at the
termerity of the government attempting
to disavow responsibility for this meas-
rue, the relationship of which the govern-
ment and its policy was clearly indisput-
able. He next gave attention o the
member for Alberni, who had made a
number of partial quotations with the ob-
ject and effect of quite distorting the
statements and position of members of
the opposition on this subject. Such a
policy of misrepresentation he held to be
worthy of such a government. He took
the opportunity of setting himself right
on the subjects that had been touched
upon by Mr. Neill, completing the quota-
tions that Mr. Neill had only given in
part, and showing that he had distinctly
decldred in the interview referred to as
oppesed to legislating against the people
of another country—

Mr. Neill—(to a point of order) held
that the leader of the opposition was
“leaving some out.”

Mr. Turner—I did so because you had
done so. »

He condemned the legislation in ques-
tion as ill-considered. It was well known
that in Alaska the Canadian miner en-
joyed full rights; he could take up claims
in the same manner as an American—
and when the rush to Nome commenced
in the spring the Canadian would be
found going in on exaectly the same foot-
ing as his American ecomrade——

Mr. Kidd—How long since the Cana-
dians have had these privileges?

With respect to the interview ewith Mr.
Helgesen that had been quoted (and
which the senior member for Cariboo
now denied), he bad heard of it himself
at Ashcroft, and had heard it freely an-
nounced there that Mr. Helgesen had
declared that he would do all in his pow-
er to defeat such legislation, and go to
the other side of the house if the govern-
ment persisted in it.

“T deny it.”" said Mr. Helgesen.

continued Mr. Turner, adding that the
statements were still believed in the Cari-
boo country, amd - Mr. Helgesen showld
should have taken earlier opportumnity to
deny them there. Mr. Kellie had claimed
that it was threugh want of foresight on
the eopposition’s part that this bad legis-
lation had beem allowed to go through.
The governinent could not shirk responsi-
bxl}ty in this manner., It had alse been
said that Col. Baker had supported the
bill when it was before the house. He
had @ distinet remembrance that Col.
Baker had asked that it be sent to the
minieg, committee, and he had reason to
believe that the mining committee were
opposed to it. The Finance Minister in
his address had stated that there would
be Jegislation introguced to ecorrect this
serious mistake of last year—the fact of
the matter appeared to be that although
they had shown no intention of bringing
forward-such/legislation at the beginning
of the session they were willing to do so

ford had brought in his want of confi-| now—after they had found themselves

8:30, Mr.

ation of the

3 touched on

.aat while he

2aas « to trying the

eXClu .Ua. special interest of

Canagians, he w. Jnctly opposed the

adoption of the principle of retaliation,

as unwise and umbusiness-like. He look-

ed upon total repeal as the only proper
course to pursue.

Mr. Macpherson interrupted with some
half-audible reference to the rights of
the workingman, and was sharply re-
buked for his interruption by Mr. Tur-
ner, who said in effect that he had just
as much interest in the prosperity and
.happmess of the workingman as anyone
in the house, although he was continu-
al_ly shouting out and otherwise parading
his attachment to that factor of the vote.
He had more regard for the workingman
perhaps than some of those who were al-
ways splurging their love for the work-
ers, but in many cases would be found
drawing pay from the workingman, and
growing fat at his expense. The govern-
ment had been forced to bring in correc-
tive legislation on this subject (govern-
ment cries of “No,”) through the action
of the oppesition, a member of the op-
position having been first to put a notice
on the order paper. That such legisla-
tion was originally contemplated by the
government indicated by there being no
reference thereto in the Speech. He could
not close without a return reference to
the member for Ailberni, whose tactics
reminded him of the story he had once
heard of an agnostic who had undertaken
to lecture, and who took his text (he said)
from the Bible, it being “there is no
God.” Looking again there was found
that the complete quotation was ‘“‘the
fool hath said in his heart there is no
God.” Mr. Neill had in his desire to
injure the opposition at any cost, left out
the i rtant and tangible part of the
matteNdhe assumed to quote. It was but
another example of the old seying that a
lie that is half the truth is hardest of all
to meet.

ATTORNEY-GENERAL HENDER-
SON after expressing doubt that the op-
position had intended that this resolution
should be considered seriously, under-
took to establish at considerable length
that public opinion at the time of the
passage of the alien act junstified that
measure. The feeling of the people had
perhaps c¢hanged, but the passage of this
resolution would, in his opinion, be tanta-
mount to saying that the people had lost
confidence in themselves. He held that
only Mr. Clifford (and perhaps Mr., Mc-
Phillips) could with consistency have
brought in and supported this resolution.

MR. HELMCKEN admitted that “if
some people had as much foresight as
backsi it would be perhaps better for
the country by a—a large sight.” . He
was quite’prepared to take his own share
of respofisibility for the alién act passing;
but it had—elea.@sﬁ)roved bad in practice
the government ould have taken the
first opportunity to repeal the measure,
and were deserving of censure for mnot
having done so. .

MR. DEANE did not look mpon | the
alien law as altogether bad; it had been
well conceived (in his opinion) and passed
wholly as experimental legislation. Now
that it had been proved that Atlin was
not a poor man’s camp as at first antici-
pated, and the act had mot proved all
that had been hoped for, it would per-
haps be well to somewhat amend it, but
he saw no reason to believe that the ac-
tion of'the government had been distaste-
ful to the country.

MR. MUNRO thought that the solici-
tude of the opposition for the government
was as “far-fetched” as the gruesome an-
ticipations of the old maid, who being
found sitting at the foot of a stone wall,
crying, had been asked what was the
trouble.

“Oh,” she wailed, “I was just thinking
that if I' should get married, nobody
could tell what minute .some of these
stones would fall down and kill the
children.” .

He opposed the resolution, which he
held to be inconsistent with the action
of the opposition in not voting against
the measure when it was: before the
house lastr year.” He also Held that the-
attack of the opposition lacked cohesion
and organization; and claimed that if the
alien law was the best foundation the-
opposition could get for a want of confi-
dence resolution it was an advent of
woeful weakness.

MR. POOLEY argued' that the entire
gist of the government’s reply was that
the opposition alone were blameable for
the alien law because they had permitted:
the government to pass it, being presum-
ably better able than the government to
forsee. results of such legislation—or at
any rate that the opposition were equally
responsible with the government in that
they hgd not forced a division. He
showed that governments are always
answerable for accomplislied legislation,
and remarked that the opposition Had
been kept decidedly busy as it was last
session in saving the government from
some of the worst blundering that it was
possible to commit. He Had a few words
to say in regard to the reference to:claim-
jumping made by Mr. Helgesen (testify-
ing to the extreme freedom of British
Columbia from this class of offence)s: and
then touched upon Mr. Helgesen’s: ex-
planation of his statements quoted in
the Ashcroft Journal. The senfor- mem-
bet«for Cariboo had explained that they
- were made some time after 12 o’clock at
ynight, when all hands were w jolly—
 sitting out on the hotel stoop. etgbesibly.
 in view of these circumstances the house
‘would have to accept Mr. Helgesen's
| confession that he didn't guite remember

“I accept the hon. gentleman’s denial,” | just what he had said. ' It reminded him

(Mr. Pooley) of the old story of the eat
and the mouse. Perhaps some of the
members might have heard it, but it was
_dtoubt]ess new to others, so he would tell
It

A mouse -had fallen into a vat and
was in great danger of drowning when
she espied the family cat, and appealed
to her for aid.

“Why should T get you out of your
trouble®’ said the cat. “Do you know
what woeuld happen to you if I took you
out?”

“T: suppose you'd eat me,” replied the
mouse, “but take me out anyway. Any-~
thing is better than drowning.”

“But I don’t want to eat you,” said
the cat. “I’m not hungry just now.”
“Well Fll tell you what we'll de,”
pleaded the mouse, “you get me out, and
when you're hungry just call on me, and
I’ll come and be eaten.” :

. The cat agreed and the moyee being
‘helped out scampered gladly away. Time
passed and the day came when the eat

————
. —perhaps it might have
zﬂ, Er“.‘i;, months after. (Laugh

S0 the cat called on the mouse te

forth and be devoured; and the m

asked from the security of its hole

reasops of the demand. b

“Why,” said the cat, “you pro
when I helped you out of thg vat
you'd come and be eaten wheney
called on you!” ;

“Indeed! Is that eo,” answered

se— ‘but you mustn’t pay any i

't?:: to that. yYou ml‘xgt remember, 1

i at the time!

i with the remarks of

Deane, the senior member for Esqu

said - this gentleman had quite desc

#ne- situation when he had said tha

alien Jaw was “metely experimental

jation.”” It was just this experim)
legislation that calculated to Tuin
country—legislation by chance or

work, hasty, crude, immature—the
thing above all others that was certs
wpset buiness interests and work
ruin of industries. It was such le|
tion, @evised by men without expe
of the conditions or requirements «
previnee that had brought the «
jnto its present chaos of conditions,

a government whose best defence f|

blunders of law-making was the cly

yesort to the opposition *what did y

us do it for.” e

MR., MACPHERSONXN said that
leaderof the wpposition in the cow
his address had made a reference {
workfagmen; and had made a statd
concerning Wim (Mr. Macpherson)
was untrathful—

“Order! Withdraw! Take it Y
came from the opnosition bémches.

L ¢ jt was umtrue—it was not f
ed ."‘m," persisted Mr. Macphd

“Pake that back,” said Mr. Turne)
Mr. MicBride in unison, the former
tleman appealing to the chair.

The Chair insisted sharply that th
pavlismentary expression ‘be withd

“] will withdraw then,” said Mr.
pherson, ““but I will say that the 4
iment ‘was not founded en fact.”

“Order’—“withdraw,” came from
«other side.

“Phe ‘member for Wancouver city
ibeen told to ‘withdraw an unparlis
tary 'expression,” said Mr. Turner|
sibmit he has no right to quibble.”

“YPhe -expression must be withd
jpositively,” said Mr. Speaker.

“Very well, Mr. Speaker,” said
Macpherson—“but he cannot prove
‘he said, and ‘I defy him to prove it.
said‘that I was fattening on the wag
ithe ‘workingman.”—

#1.did not,” corrected Mr. Turne
waid that there were many who prof]
‘to 'be igreat ‘friends of the working
who ‘were fattening on the wages o
workingman. I made no personal
~sion.”

“Well,” said Mr. Macpherson, *
mot in receipt of one dollar from
wworkingmen. The gentlemen opposit
ithe ones that are—and I can prove

The last words were shouted, and
‘Speaker insisted that they be withd
:Mr. Macpherson resuming his seat.

MR. RALPH SMITH, following,
{indulged in considerable across-the
ifiring, natil “called down” by the Sj
er. He held that the opposition in
ipresent ‘resolution were “taking ad
tage of a wrong that they themselves
perpetrated, to try and knock out
government.”

He too held that the opposition
been inconmsistent; that the duty of
opposition was to keep the govern
in the-straight and narrow path; and
if they had failed in this the govern
was not to be held responsible. Al
'members of the opposition virtually
supported the law, and after it had
found te require material amendy
and the government had manifest
“disposition to correct it, the oppositig

sineere in' their desire to benefi
‘country, should have assisted in the
of amendment. It seemed to him
the whole scope of the resolution w
.endeavor to make political capital
very small foundation.

MR. J. M. MARTIN found it pa
to listen to the efforts of the oppog
to evade responsibility, and declared
he was tpot afraid to face his own
either of omission or of commission

MR. CLIFFORD, in closing thg
‘bate, criticised “experimental legisla
as exceedingly costly; and declared
half a million had been lost to the ¢

try in Atlin alone through the oper
of - this obnoxious alien law. He po
to the great mistake of the govern
in not sending up a gold commiss
with full power to adjust ail differd
as in the old mining days; in which
there would have been no expensive]
tion, and possibly no need for the
missioner.

“By the changes in the law, a
commissioner could not be invested
-such powers as proposed,” said th
torney-General,

“Is that so,” replied Mr. Clifford
‘they ought to have done if any
-said the speaker.

‘He proceeded to give his attenti
‘the inconsistencies of Mr. Helges|
‘Atlin, Mr. Helgesen of Cariboo, an
"Helgesen of the house. Mr. Hel
“he said, had come to Victoria and
.cated the émmediate granting of &

lic leases mnder conditions of a
‘that he had been delegated precis
-oppose; yet Mr. Helgesen had
““cheek” and the ‘gall” to charg
~with ineonsistency. (Laughter.)

As for the statements credited
senior member for Cariboo in thg
~croft paper—he (Mr, Clifford) w4
inclined to put much importance i
"Mr. Helgesen had been straighfo
enough’ to acknowledge that he
slightly imebriated at the time—

“No, no,” said Mr. Helgesen—
no man .in the province that can
‘that can swear that I was ever the
for liquor.”

“I wish we all of us could &
same,” commented Mr. Clifford, 4
general Jaugh. He next paid his
ments t Mr: Munro, and said tha
opposition had wanted foundati
want-of-confidence resolutions  thi
it in each and every one of the §
of last session. He would hay
glad to see the Attorney-Genera
forward a bill to wipe them all

-existence en bloe, as in the true
of the conntry.

As for the governmemwt—they shq
gign at.onee, for no one could cla
-the affairg of the country could p
be carried on with a majority of b

Mr. Helgesen rose foy a word
.sonal explamation.

Mr. Speaker thought he ‘had ex
sufficiently.

Mr. Helgesen subsided.

Mr. McBride rose to a point of

Mr. Speaker wanted to know
‘point of order was.

Mr. McBride said he was comie

Mr. Speaker said, “state it.”

Mr. McBride held that there
‘necessity for haste—he was cominy
in his own way.

Mr. Speaker inttmated that th
mot the way of the rules.

Mr. MeBride still held the floo

“Will you take your seat,” @
Speaker.

Mr. McBride didn’t.

“8it down,” said Mr. Speaker.
Mr. McBride remained erect.

N “Take you seat, Sir,” said Mr.
*will you take yonr geat?”

. I underrtand the division
been rung,” asked Mr. McBride.

#¥ew, it has,” sald Mr, Spenker,




