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Five Hundred

Hens in America

First Esg Laying Contest

S

Willimantic, Conn.,
the Connecticut Agricultural College
at Storrs, up among the Eastern Con-
necticut hills, 500 hens are laying eggs
to the best of their ability. They are
hens of the bluest blood in all poultry
aristocracy, gathered

Jan. 26 —Over at

together from
various parts of the world for the first
egg-laying ever held
North American continent.
Australia startéd egg-laying
tests; the Utility Poultry
England have had one two and
Germany has had one; it remained for
the Connecticut
institution

contest on the

con-
Clubs of
or
college, the second
to offer a
hushanary in this country,
first

course in poultry
t

to have the

contest on the western hem-

isphere. Every breed recognized in
the American poultry standard is rej
resented among the competitors,

Hang [.obert, third baseman of the
Philadelphia National I.eague baseball
team, enters a pen of White Plymouth
Rocks from his Pittsburg poultry farin
White [.eghorns are entered in double
the number of any other breed, and
the runner up is the Barred Plymouth
Rock, and there are as well Buff and
Brown Leghorns; Buff, White, Colum
bian, Silver and Golden Wyandottes;
Rhode Island Reds, White, Builf, Col-
umbian and Partridge Plymouth
Rocks; White and 3uff  Orpingtons,
Black Minorcas, Anconas, American
Dominiques, Black Langshans, Hou-
dans, Cornish Indian Games and DBut-
tercups. This last breed is not rec
nized in the American standard,
these Dbirds are thoroughbreds,
every bird entered muei be, under
rules.

From a dozen or fifteem states. from
Canada and from England the birds
have come. Judges, physicians, insti-
tutions, men, women, amateurs and
professionals alike are represented. The
Trappist monks have entered a pen of
of Rhode Island Reds from their agri
tural institute in Quebec. Ellis Ames
Baliard, who raises poultry near Phil-
adelphia for the enjoyment of it, has
in the pen of Houdans the striking
looking black and white fowl, with a
crest like the football player's hair of
ten years ago.

The English entry was made by the
Utility Poultry Clubs and the pen of
White Leghorns comes from the Thos.
Barron poultry farm at Catforth, Eng-
land. The Sanatoria Poultry Yards at
SBwarthmore. Pa., and the Gaylord
Farm Anti-Tuberculosis Sanatorium at
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ASKED HER DRUGGIST 10
GIVE HER SOMETHING.

She Had a Bad Cold, So He
Recommemded

br. Wood’s Norway Pine Syrup.

Mrs. James Warren, Edmonton, Alta.,
writes:—‘ Just a few words in favor of
your Dr. Wood's Norway Pine Syrup.
A short time ago I contracted a bad cold,
and tried several remedies, but had no
good results. I asked my druggist to
give me some good cough medicine he
could recommend, so he told me to try
Dr. Wood's Norway Pine Syrup, and I
can safely say I have never tried anything
like it. The first dose gave me relief, and
1 was completely cured of my cough be-
fore 1 had finished one bottle. It is
the best cough remedy I have ever trieg,
and I can recommend it to everyone.

Obstina hs and colds yield to |

- the te}:l,w:o‘othinz action of Dr.
Wood’s Norway Pine Syrup. i

/ i remedy without an equal fof

mx,;n':. s, brzlnchitis, and all affection

throat or lungs.

“Dﬂ: Wood's Norway Pine Syrup is

up in a yellow wrapper; three piue

m the trade mark; price 25 ceats.

of

Manufactured only by The T. Mib
busn Co.. Limited, Torouto, Ont.

Wallingford, Conn., are represented one
by White and the other by Brown
Leghorns Connecticut is, of course,;
largely represented, and so are Penn-
sylvania, New York and New Jersey;
but the eastern poultry raisérs are
joined by their brethren from Michi-
gan, where so many of the cold-stor-
age are laid and stored, and ¢from
Kentucky and West Virginia and Illi-
nois,

Canada has four entries altogether,
one other besides that of the Trappist
fathers from Quebec Province and two
from Ontario. White Leghorns, Brown
I.eghorns, Rhode Island Kkeds and Bar-
red Plvmouth Rocks show the cathol-
icity of taste of the Canadian poultry
raisers—not fanciers, since while many
of the birds entered would do well in
the showrcom each is entered here
simply for egg-producing powers
and not at all because it possesses any
the which to- make up
the breeder’'s ideal or any of the quali-
best fitting it for the

Absolutely uniform conditions for
:very pullet entered mark the contest.
C'hey are housed in pens of five each in
louble houses accommodating two
pvens. ISach entry consists of ix birds
ind one from each pen is kept in re-
serve elsewhere than on the contest
yrounds. The fifty houses are identical

particular and the hens are

ega8s

its

poi g0

H ~ %
ies table.

n every
‘ed, watered and handled exactly alike
ind have the same 200 square feet
apiece outside the houses to run in.

There are no roosters in the pens and
the contest, which is to be one year in
duration, is strictly a hen party. Au-
thorities say that the sterile egg is by
far the better egg for any purpose to
which eggs are put. It tastes better,
keeps longer and is more naritious.
Each hen is there to attend strictly to
the business of egg production, and
they appear to be carrying the weight
of that responsibility well; some of
them aow and then lay two eggs a day
to help out thes average.

Yet what is the point of it aill? The
answer brings this egg-laying contest
vight home to every famlily in the
United States.

Strange as it may seem, there is no
standard egg-producing poultry,
and which.breed or what age, size or
physical conformation may be looked
to for the best and the most eggs are
questions which today, after all the
generations sincs the barnyard fowl
first come o0t of Asia on its westwarad

for

| way, are

a matter of guesswork.
know these things about milch
and cattle raised for fcod, about
and sheep and goats; in the case of all
utility animals and farm stock men
know to which strain of blood and
which physical characterstics to look
for the results they desire.

All but poultry; the man
produce more or hetter
scientific basis upon which to work.
He may try some system or simply
trus to luck, but he must go it bind,
hit miss.

“They talk of forcing the hea o lay,
of compelling the production of more
eggs,” said Professor Stoneburn, of
the Connecticut College. “I wish [
knew howy to do it, but I don’t, for it
can't " Professor Stoneburn

Men
cattle
pigs

who would
eggs has no

or

done!
was the first pupil of Dr, Brewer to go
to teaching poultry husbandry, and Dr.
Brewer is the father of that study in
this country.
This contest will furnish ¢

data on which ©o base a standard.
When it is over the utility poultryman
will have facts to work on as to which
breed is the bhest egg producer and
what characteristics in the individual
hen make for the best eggs and the
most of them. Besides that, there will
go out from this contest at the end of
next Octol and be distributed far
and wide, 500 hens about which every-
thing that can be known of any appli-
cation to this subject of egg production
is known, and from those of the highest
egg-producing type will be bred other
generations of fowls with an efficiency
in this line which in ten years should
very materially increase the numbey of
eggs laid in the United States and this
should very materially decrease the

De

cost to the consumer,

The ideal of the poultryman is 200
eggs a year from each hen. 1t is real-
ized only in occasional cases. The ac-
tual average yield of the 370,000,000
hens in this country is somewhere
about 75 eggs a year for each hen. The
hen which lays 120 eggs in twelve
months is a mighty good hen. 1t pays
its owner a profit. The hens kept for
egg producing alone average nowhere
near that. It is hoped they can be
brought to average that and better by
scientific methods based on the data
furnished by this contest, :

There is its human interest. Sup-
pose the average of eggs to the hen
were raised to 85 or 90 or even 100. As
the average went up the price would

THE LONDON ADVERTISER.

g0 down, for the number of hens will
increase with the population.

Then look at the financial side of it
in distinction from the economic. If
the average number of eggs was raised
by one egg, that would mean a total
of $9,250,000 worth of eggs at 30 cents
a dozen, below which fresh eggs do
not fall these days. Seo that the pros-
pect of determining how sclentifically
to compel the American hen to do her
duty has tremendous possibilities.

The advisory board, which has plan-
ned the contest and made the rules
and regulations and is now superv g
ing it includes George A. MecDevitt aid
F: V. L. Turner, of the Philadelphia
North American; Dr. A. A. Brigham,
of the South Dakota School of Agricul-
ture; Professor Homer Jackson, of
Pennsylvania State College, and Pro-
fessor H. ¥. Stoneburn, of the Con-
necticut Agricultural College, repre-
senting the science of poultry hus-
bandry; Professor Thomas F. McGrew,
of the International Correspondence
Schools, Scranton, representing the
poultry fanciers who raise thorough-
breds; Dr. Prince T. Woods, managing
editor of the American Poultry Jour-
nal of Chicago, and Dr. Nathan W,
Sanborn, editor of the American Poul-
try Advocate of Syracuse. N. Y., who
represent the pouliry journals and the
practical poultrymen, and Professor F.
C. Elford, of Me¢Donald (lollege, who is
the Canadian representative on the
!MHU'(].

With this board of drectors setiled
upen the next problem was where to
hold a contest of this importance and
it was only after long consideration
that the Connecticut College was chos-
en. The contest is not under the im-
mediate direction of the college as
such. . Working with the college un-
der state and federal patronage is the
Storrs Agricultural] Experiment Sta-
tion, the staff of which Professor

Stoneburn Is poultry husbandman, and

on

managemnt, with
In charge.

Professor Stoneburn was trained for
the insurance business, and had been
in it for some time in Philadelphia and
Newark when his eyes went back on
him and he sought an outdoor life,
running a farm in northern New York.
His strength and determination over-
balanced his ignorance of farming and
pulled him through,

Gradually it made its
consciousness that what
rofit was his poultry-
keeper and his
by degrees he bhecame a
but he didn't Kmew
| poultry. He went
| State College to learn something about
{it from Dr, Brigham, who offered the
first courses in it in this country. < A
long and severe illness taxed his re-
sources and resulted in the sale of his
interest in the New York State farm
and he became Dr. Brigham’s assistant,
and finally in 1902 he took the chair
of poultry husbandry at Storrs.

The scene of the egg-laying contest
on the crest of a sunny hillside facing
the south is a sight really worth see-
ing. The entire plant is new and was
provided for this affair. Fifty poultry
houses of the most modern sort stand
in four long rows inside a heavy eight-
foot wire fence, with gates at conveni-
ent points. Each row is. fenced off
from the others, and this same wire
fencing is used for the yards in the
rear Of each house, At night three or
four good-sized and active dogs with
inquisitive dispositions make it plain
that maranders will find chicken steal-
ing unproiitable.

Tha houses arq
square, and with a ir
the middle, so as t) ac«
two pens of birds. A
feet, with 200 square
each pullet, is attached to each side.
Enough of the front, sides and parti-
tion are of wire netting to cermit per-
fect ventilation and for
sunshine all day long, and frames cov-
ered with cotton cloth can be let down
to"protect the hens from the elements
while preserving good ventilation.
Everything in them is and
they are on skids.
I  Trap nests are
| Stoneburn’s own

Professor Stoneburn

his
his
book-

way into
paid him
he was a
showed this—so
poultryman;
anything about

books

wood, 12 feet
tition through
ommodate each
vard 20 by 50
feet of space for

easy  ACCess

movable,

used of Professor
model. They are ot
wood, as is all the construction, and
when the hen in. a trigger is
sprung which locks the swinging front
dewn so that she cannot get ont until
released. The attendants have a regu-
lar schedule of visits. When a hen has
laid an egg the number on her leg band
is read, and she is released. Then the
attendant marks on the egg the bird's
number and the pen number, the latter
with a rubber stamp, and makes the
proper record on the pen record sheet
hanging on the wall.

This record sheet is renewed week-
ly and contains blanks tor recording
everything about the pen and its occu-
pants,

The eggs g0 to the office of the con-
test, where loose leaf rccords tell all
about them. KEach egg is weighed, and
its weight recorded. A two-ounce egg
is the proper egg, and these are
weighed in hundredths of a pound. Any
egz not weighing .121% pound is culled

but there are few culls. Most

out,
dozens weigh 26 ounces. The eggs are
patent carrier

goes

put up in dozens in a

and crated and shipped to Philadel-
phia. The carriers are marked to
show that these are intoernational con-

Did You Ever Play Lawn Tennis Wearing Skates?

They Do in New York, Where Idea Is Popular

New York,
Hamilton
baseball

Jan. 26.—Gliding over the
srange Lawn Tennis Club,
and tennis daily,
Court lines have been
ball the playvers
dreamed of.
Several times players, trying to start
laying the game, but adding to
while the ice-making weather continues,

scratched on
do more fancy skating

me

the

the hilarity,

ice of the flooded
mbers. of the

courts of the
play hockey,

tennis
organization

ice and in their efforts to play
than a chawmpion figure skater ever

the

a rally, have carried away a net, de-
The tennis rink will be continued
It is the hit of the winter.

ARNOLD SAYRE; MISS MARY HAMILTON.

the egg-laying competition is under its | §

ELECTRIC POWER IN A

CHEAP FUEL COUNTRY

In the timber districts of Northwestern Idaho refuse
from the lumber and saw mills is plentiful and very cheap.

Even there, in a land of unlimited low priced boiler
fuel, manufacturers and mill operators use Electric Power,

A prominent shingle company writes:

“At our plant we are using electric power

for the manufacturing of shingles.

We find

the electric current to be very efficient,
handling our work at reasonable cost. The
motors have given us satisfactory results
in every manner possible.”

The superior efficiency and productive ability of

electric power makes low-priced fuel under steam boilerscostly.

Electricity will soon be the universal power in

manufacturing.

TELEPHONE 101 OR 46

to> the Rhode Island |

test A, firm there pays 45 cents
a dozen for them through the year,

So that the contest wiil really not
cost anybhody anything. Indeed, there
is provision in the rules for a pro rata
distribution of any money remaining
iat its end among the owners of the
hens. A state appropriation pays for
the new plant which the college and
{experiment station would have had to
have anyway,

While these records will show much
|as to the different breeds and will give
|the owner facts upon which to work in
| breeding and otherwise when he shall
| have received his birds back, it is from
| the weekly weight records of the birds
|
1
1

eggs.

and the exhaustive series of physical
measurements which are being taken
ias the contest progresses and the inci-
ld"nt:xi facts noted on the condition rec-
{ords about individual hirds that Pro-
| fessor Stoneburn and the experiment
station expect to glean more of the
jdata which will show the true egg type
{of hen as certainly as the dairy type
jof cow is known.

| The hens are fed on the dry mash
|system, for the colleges have come to
| believe that the Several of the
{‘-\\’nm‘s of contesting birds have re-
| tained at home pens of them as nearly
| identical possible with those sent
ito Storrs and are trying different sys-
tems of feeding on them for the
twelve mouths to see whether they may
make discoveries or not.

In each house are water pans, cups
of grit and of shell and for green feed
a big beet is hung up. The grain is
fed the pullets from an ingenious ma-
chine which drops kernels into the
corn husk litter on the floor to be
scratched for when a hen pecks at a
wire-net cylinder filled with grain and
thus turns the rod to shich it is at-
tached.

It was in October that the birds be-
gan arriving at Storrs and the contest
started on Wednesday, Nov. 1. At
present the English hen is well in the
lead, it being no unusual thing for its
White Leghorns to lay an egg a day
apiecs and keep it up for days at a
time. These White Leghorns are of a
different type from the United States
standard. They seem smaller, because
their feathers lie sleekly on the body,
but they are broad and chunky and
probably weigh more than the appar-
ently larger American bird.

Some of the pens have one or two
and some have all of their birds moult-
ing. The owners sent chicks hatched
too early and forced a little fast. Of
course they will come out of this and
later lay eggs, but they will find it hard
work to overcome the handicap.

There are prizes of every conceivable
class, and they will come in for some-
thing in the list. It includes cups for

“] am all right now,

thanks to Dr. Miles’
Heart Remedy.”

The same relief is ready for you.
Are you sure you do not need it?
If Dr. Miles’ Heart Remedy helped
Charles Holmes, why won’t it help
you?

“] wastroubled with heart disease,
and after reading about Dr. Miles’
Heart Remedy, I got a boitie. Be-
fore I got the Heart Remedy I had
to sit up most of the night, and felt
very bad at my stomach. Whatever
Iwould eat made me feel worse, and
my heart beat very fast. But thanks
to Dr. Miles’ Heart Remedy, I am
all right now. "I eat good, sleep
good, and feel like a new man, al-
though 1 am almost 68 years old. I
have been a soldier in the late war
of the rebellion, and was badly
wounded.” CHARLES HOLMES,

Private Co. B, 54th N. Y. Infantry
Volunteers, Walton, Delaware Co,,
N.X.

Dr. Miles’ Heart Remedy

is kept in thousands of homes as a
friend always to be relied upon in
time of need.

hest.

*

Sold by all Druggists {f the first
bottie fails to benefit, your meney
is returned. Ask any Druggist.

3

MILES MEDICAL CO. Tovonto, Can.

WEING/

GUARANTEEDZ0REDUCE oz 1405 /nchhes
o (W//DEAL{RS$3Q_?UPMRD
RTEN BROS, Mafers, Broadway &34 SENY.

bodies.
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Meade by

o Company, Limited
Niagara Falls,

Outario

Toronto Office:
49 Wellington St.

The Canadian Shredded Wheat

Biscuits and heat them in the oven to restore
crispness and then pour hot milk over them,
and you have a warm, nourishing meal that
will supply all the strength for a half-day’s
work, at a cost of four or five cents.

Served with stewed prumes, baked apples, canned

peaches, or sliced bananas the meal is even more
wholesome and satisfying.

“It’s All in the Shreds”

Made of Choicest Selected Canadian Wheat
A Canadian Food for Canadians
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the leading
for the year
making the
class prizes

pen as to number of eggs
and for the individual bird
best record in this and
in every breed and variety
and for individuals in each, st
prizes, monthly and quarterly prizes,
and special prizes for many things—
the pen showing the greatest net profit
above cost of food and pen laying
greater number of eggs during moult
and consolation prizes for lowest egg
record beilng among them,

le

Why Not Spend the Winter In California?

Attractive rates will be quoted by
variable routes, affording finest scenery.
The Los Angeles Limited, leaving Chicago
daily, 10:16 p.m., for Southern California;
the San Francisco Overland Idmited,
leaving Chicago 8:20 p.m., less than three
days en route, provide the best of every-
thing in rallway travel. The China and
Japan Mail leaves Chicago daily, 10745
p.m., for San Francisco and Los Angeles.
The Centennial State Special leaves Chi-
cago daily, 10:00 a.m., for San Francisco,
via Denver and D. and R. G. IHlustrated
iiterature on application to B. H. Ben-
nett, G.A., Chicago and Northwestern

Rallway, 46 Yonge street, Toronto, Ont
: J6,13,20,27
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How Far Will A Dollar Go?

It 1s largely a question of food
® knowledge and food sense. An intelligent
selection of food means less waste, smaller
grocery bills, better health, better nourished
For breakfast take two
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