
married V

If only she would be conte 
leave things as they were; If c 
would accept the friendship 
willing to give end close the 
the past for ever.

» a little quick move- 
knocking over a vase of 
tag at his elbow; he re
lit with an effort.

“Married ?” he said. "Why, I thought 
. . ." he broke off. "Çe did not say 
anything about It to me when I met 
him in Paris,” he said lamely.

“Nor Her handsome eyes searched 
hie agitated face critically. "Well, he 
is to be fnarried all the same,” she 
said. “I heard from him only this 
morning. He Is engaged to Tom 
Clare’s widow—Tubby Clare, I be
lieve he was always called.”

flowers

He did not understand that It was 
because she cared tor him so much 
that at the risk ot losing her salt- re
spect and pride she must ask him for 
the truth, must know ...”

-Me heard her catch her breath, then 
suddenly she spoke:

“Micky . . . why was it? What have 
I done?” 1

There was a quiver in her voice - 
that set him on edge; he could not 
stand the sound of unhappiness in any 
woman’s voice, and he had once 
thought he loved Marie. ... — j

He answered without looking at her, 
realising that it was kinder to tell her 
the truth straight out and have done ; 
with it.

"I meant to have written to you—I 
hope some day you will try and for
give me, but . . . but.. . He could 
ndt go on for the life of him, but he 
had said enough, and he knew that 
she understood. I

“You mean . . .. yon mean that there 
is somi one else?” she naked with 
stiff lips. !

“Yes.” He looked at her white, 
felt himself a
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Women and Children atYou’ve dropped your glasses and 
\ the Tenses are smashed beyond 

all -, use. Consternation comes 
over you 4s the result Of this 
accident and ÿou are worried ;
Îor you need your glasses to work 
n comfort. But the accident 

need not worry you as much as 
you imagine, for our Optical 
Repair Dept, is at your dis
posal, with a reputation for 
quick work and prompt service, 
ft it’s at all possible, we give 
you back your glasses, with len
ses replaced and ready tor wear 
again, in a couple of hours. 
Isn’t service such as this worth 
something to you?

CHAPTER XVI.
. When MIOky left Mrs. Ashton he rac

ed off to meet Marie.
She was looking quite her prettiest, 

in dark furs with a bunch of violets
in the breast of her coat, hut Micky 
would not have noticed if she hàd beèn 
Shabby, bis thoughto_were elsewhere. 
He did not even see that she wore the 
bracelet he had given her for a 
Christmas present, or remember that 
he had once told her violets Were his 
favourite flowers.

He apologised breathlessly for being 
late. . '

“I had an appointment,” he explain
ed. “Raymond's mother ; she wrote 
and asked me to call this afternoon.” 
He hesitated, then added, “Did you 
know that Raymond is going to be 
married? Oh, but, of course, you can
not know, as Mrs. Ashton only knew 
this morning.”

Marie’e dark eyes opened; like most 
women, she loved to hear of an en
gagement or marriage.

“Really?” she said. “At last!—ifst 
to—surely ^ not to that little girl At 
Eldred’sr'

Micky flushed angrily. Did every one 
know about Esther? he asked himself 
savagely. He answered shortly that it 
was to Mrs. Clare, Tubby Clare’s lit
tle widow.

Marie looked amazed,
she said,
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stricken face, and 
brute.

It seemed an eternity before she 
could steady her voice enough to 
speak.

“Js it—is it some One I knowt”
“No, dear,” said Micky very gently, 

“jtt isn’t any one you have ever seen

She picked up her big muff sudden
ly and held It so that her face was hid
den: the little word of endearment 
that had escaped Micky’s lips had al
most broken her down. This was the 
end of all she had ever hoped for, and 
for the moment she could not choke 
the anguish in her heart.

The following silence seemed un
ending; then she looked round for her 
gloves, and put them on, buttoning 
them with shaking fingers.

“I am ready if you are.” she said. 
She did not look at him, hut ft felt 
like dying to walk beside him out of 
the shop and into the cold air and 
know that perhaps this was the last 
time they would ever be alone, he and 
she. Once her steps faltered a little, 
and Micky put out his hand to steady 
her, hut she drew away from him.

“Please don’t,” she said in a whis
per.

There was a taxi waiting at the 
roadside, and Micky called to the man. 
There was a slight cold drissle of rain 
falling âs he held open the door. He 
would have followed hut she stopped 
him. “I should like to go, alone, If you 
don’t mind.”

He looked up^ and tor a moment he 
saw her face in the light of the taxi 
lamp; such a white, quivering face it 
was. . y

“Marie ! ...” said Micky In a dhok- 
ed voice, hut she waved him away.

He stood there1 on the kerb till' the 
, taxi had whirled out of sight, and once 
again he asked himself desperately it 
it were alT worth 'while, if he were 
not throwing away the real thing for 
a chimera.

There was probably a no more un
happy man in London at that moment 
than Micky Mell'owee.

(To be continued)
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THE

Phantom Lover ‘But we all thought- 
then stopped, remembering that Micky 
and Raymond had been great friends, 
“t hope he’ll be happy,” she said lame-

the Author of “A Bachelor Hus
band.”) Micky laughed shortly.

“I don’t,” he said. “He doesn’t de
serve to he.” x - .

She made no comment.
There was an excited flush In her 

cheeks, and a nervous note in her 
voice when She spoke; it was like old 
times to be here with him again, until 
she met his eyes across the little table, 
and then it seemed,as If she was look
ing into the face of a stranger, a man 
who wee like Micky—enough like him 
to hurt, and yet not Micky at all.

She aroused herself to amuse him. 
Bflcky had always told her she cheek
ed him up In the old days, but this af
ternoon he answered her in monosyl
lables, and she saw with litter morti
fication how often -_he looked at the 
clock. At last she was driven to re
mark oh It.

“Micky, are you - in a hurry to get 
away?”

She asked the question lightly, but 
there was a strained noté in her 
voice.

Micky did not look at her.
“No—no, not at all,” he said hurried

ly. “But I suppose we ought to be mov
ing soon. . . > There was a little 
pause. “It’s been nice seeing you 
again," he added with an effort.

She sat storing down at her plate. 
Her pretty colour had faded; she was 
very pale, and she bit her lip hard to 
hide Its trembling.

Suddenly she looked up at him.
“Micky—may I ask you a question?

assured a good selection. 
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REDUCEDTHE CHANGE?
Has Woman says Lydia E. Pink- 

ham’s Vegetable Compeud 
7. Made Her a New Woman

Pittsburgh. JfL—“ Before taking 
Lydia E. Pmkham’s Vegetable Cora-

waa white and

vous, had a poor 
appetite and onlj

Hr missing ope dose

1*-, J trial-8 When I fin
ished the last- bottle everyone asked 
me what made the wonderful change 
in me. I told them about Lydia E.
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houseof

Mm I told them about Lydia E. 
Pinkham’s Vegetable Compound and 
I recommend it wherever I can. I give 
you permission to publish this letter 
to help suffering women aa your reme
died are a godsend and made a new 
woman of me.”—Mrs. F. A. Bakhr, 
4749 Butler St. Pittsburgh,.Pa.
- Why will women drag around day

’Companion ?—I—er ...”
“Yea. a Hrl.” Mra. Ashton went on;

have always envied people with 
Lughtere ; a daughter Is so tow*

=

iwn pains, U e.a J a ;to have one
of my own
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